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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


TURKISH PAPER REPORTS ON ISLAMIC EXPANSION IN ASIA 
Ankara YANKI in Turkish 18-24 Aug 86 pp 38-41 


[Text] "I found everything I was looking for in Islam. That is why I changed 
my religion. I have found peace." 


These are the words of former world heavyweight boxing champion Cassius Clay 
who changed his name to Muhammad Ali after taking his confession of faith. 


When a world-famous athletic star converts to Islam, millions of people are 
affected; the incident is considered as an important development. French 
thinker Roger Garaudy's conversion to Islam more recently also produced echoes 
around the world. 


There are more than 500 million Muslims in the world. This number is steadily 
growing, most dominantly in Asia. 


What are the factors in the revival of Islam in Asia? 


In Pakistan, interest on loans has been banned on the basis of Islamic 
principles. in Malaysia, a foreign poultry firm has been required to 
slaughter its animals in accordance with Islamic guidelines. Indonesia, which 
is the largest Islamic country in the world with a population of 150 million, 
has been trying to resist growing pressures from fundamentalist groups. In 
the Phillipines, Muslims have been demanding autonomy from Manila. In India, 
hundreds of people have often died in Hindu-Muslim clashes over a few rights. 


Sixty percent of the world's Muslim population lives within an arc extending 
from Iran--which appears to be a Middle Eastern country, but which can be seen 
to be in Asia on the map--to the east of Indonesia. 


Islam's latest show of strength camp with the economic ascent of the Gulf 
countries in the 1970's and the establishment of a religious state in Iran by 
Khomeyni following the downfall of the Shah. 


In the Name of Islam 
This latest offensive by Islam can be seen as a reaction to Western influence 


that has persisted since colonial times. However, in the quest for Islamic 
character each country has had to struggle between internal contradictions and 














foreign pressures. For example, Pakistan's economy cannot run without foreign 
aid and the $2.7 billion in foreign exchange sent by its workers overseas. In 
Malaysia, Prime Minister Mahathir bin Mohamad has felt himself squeezed 
between foreign pressures demanding the protection of the rights of non- 
Muslims in his country--who corstitute half the country’s population--and the 
extremist demands of [slamic circles. 


In Indonesia, President Suharto's administration has been more. strongly 
fundamentalist than the sheikhdoms of the Middle Fast, but even so he has not 
been able to appease most of the religious factions. The hostility between 
Muslims and the majority non-Muslims in the Philippines and India has driven 
the sides to further extremism. 


President Zia-ul-Haq has managed to put Pakistan's institutions on Islamic 
foundations despite many obstacles. When he rose to power in 1977 following a 
coup, the country was moving toward a left-wing political platform. Then 
prime minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto--whom Zia-ul-Haq had executed later on--was 
pursuing a policy based on the nationalization of many industries. Zia-ul-Haq 
rejected all policies that were implemented until then and changed everything 
except the British-style penal code and the military courts. Within the 
framework of Islamic laws, the stoning of rapers, the cutting of thieves' 
hands and the whipping of drunkards have since been frequently implemented. 


Zia-ul—Haq insists that Islamic punishments have a "preventive" effect and has 
tried to show that the role of "Islamic law" on society is indisputable by 
comparing Saudi Arabia with the streets of New York which cannot be ventured 
at night. 


Despite Opposition 


However, Zia-ul-Haq has not escaped heavy criticism. For example, the 
president held a referendum in 1984 with the aim extending his rule until 
1990. Although his bid was approved by only 12 percent of the voters, he has 
been using the Islamic program for the perpetuation of his’ government. 
Bhutto's daughter, Benazir, has now joined the extremist religious groups in 
opposing Zia-ul-Haq. While Benazir has been asking for immediate elections, 
Zia-ul—Haq has been moving toward democratization in slow steps, relying on 
the army's strong support for himself. Meanwhile, for the West, Pakistan is 
simply a country which must be able to withstand Soviet expansionism in the 
aftermath of Afghanistan. 


Kuala Lumpur, which is considered a major lar ['astern capital, is no different 
from Islamabad. There, too, women wearing miniskirts mingle with those who 
remain faithful to re. igious tenets. The most important reality that Prime 
Minister Mahathir has to face in implementing his Islamization campaign is the 
economic dominance of non-Muslims in the country. Mahathir's problems do not 
end there. The government he heads has been shaken by charges of corruption, 
and one senior government official has been arrested for forging documents in 
Singapore. The pcople's faith in his Islamization campaign decreased even 
more when he held a lavish wedding ceremony for his daughter in a _ country 
which is not so rich. 











Economic Problems 


Despite these problems, Mahathir has expanded religious ,rogramming on 
television, has made religious courses mandatory in universities and legalized 
polygamy last year. His difficulties notwithstanding, Mahathir's position is 
not as bad as Zia-ul-Haq's. According to polls for the parliamentary 
elections in August, Mahathir's coalition government may win another term in 
office. Regardless of the results of the election, pressure for a compromise 
with Islamic leaders will grow. This has caused concern among the non- 
Muslims. The expansion of Islamization may wreck the country's already weak 
economy. 


How is Suharto dealing with the legacy he inherited from Sukarno in 1968 in 
the archipelago nation of Indonesia? 


Situation in Indonesia 


After suppressing a revolution and executing 300,000 communist rebels, Suharto 
restrained radical Muslims whenever they raised their heads, despite the 
Muslim majority in the country, and remained committed to a secular state. 
However, this policy, which remained in force for nearly 20 years, began to 
falter in several parts of the country in 1984. Nearly 1,500 Muslims clashed 
with police in Jakarta and Tandjungpriok, and many people were injured-—-though 
the real casualty was the Suharto regime. These incidents were followed by 
assaults against non-Muslim targets. Suharto responded to these incidents 
with harsher measures. However, in Indonesia there are no Benazir Bhuttos or 
Corazon Aquinos who may pose a danger to the regime. 


Philippines 


The situation in the Philippines of Aquino appears no different from what it 
wos under the Marcos regime. The Philippines, another archipelago nation, was 
governed by rulers of Spanish descent for 350 years, but Muslim movements in 
the country were never fully checked. Nearly 8,000 Muslim fighters have 
gathered behind a common front and have raised the banner of autonomy again: - 
Manila. The organization under this banner is called the Moro National 
Liberation Front. The front's exiled leader, Nur Misuari, has been able to 
get ample financial assistance from Libya, Iran and Saudi Arabia. However, 
how high can 3 million Muslim raise their voice against the country's 55 
million Catholics and to what extent can they have their demands fulfilled? 


India 


Muslims in India share common traits with their coreligionists in the 
Philippines. The only difference is that they are far more numerous. India's 
85 million Muslim constitute 1l percent of that country's population. India's 
Muslims are also demanding autonomy and certain rights. However, privileges 
for this minority community are not seen possible. As arresult, 40 large 
cities in the north of the country are seen as hoibeds where clashes may erupt 
at any time. Clashes that occurred in Ahmedabad at the beginning of last 
month are the most ominous indication of this situation. Rioting that lasted 

















for a week resulted in the death of nearly 100 people despite a night curfew 
and a police force of 10,000. 


With all their problems no Asian country can match the chaos experienced in 
Lebanon. It is a fact that Islamic revival has its source in the Middle Fast, 
but it is hard to find such extreme conditions of violence in Asian countries. 
That is because the incidents in Asia stem from protests about economic 
problems. Islam is being used as a means of protesting the grave economic 
problems that no government has yet been able to solve. No one is certain if 
this movement will work--not even the Islamic leaders. 


Islam in China 


In the city of Turfan in the northwestern part of the Uigur autonomous region, 
old men with long white beards sit cross-legged on handwoven rugs and can 
comfortably sell copies of the Kuran stacked before them. Only 20 years ago, 
they could not even defend the mosques. In the 1960's and 1970's, 7,000 
people were killed in Sinjiang where Islam has been dominant since the 14th 
century. However, now, under Deng Hsiao Ping's leadership, China is pursuing 
a brand new policy of "religious tolerance." Now the government is spending 
large sums of money to build colleges to train mullahs. Religious circles 
have no longer any reason to fear persecution. Long lines of people waiting 
for visas to go on "Haj" can be seen in front of government offices. 


Veiled women in Kashgar can now stack on counter tops copies of religious 
books that were confiscated or burned 15 years ago. In a population of nearly 
1 billion, 14 million Muslims cannot be considered very significant, but the 
elimination of concern about the future has made the Muslims happy. 


Libya's Asian Connection 
y 


The effect of Islamic revival on the political climate in Asia has_ prompted 
countries in other continents to help this movement. Chief among’ these 
countries is Mu'ammar Qadhafi's Libya. Libya has provided more than moral 
assistance to Muslim communities in Asia. The Moro Liberation forces in the 
Philippines, Muslim groups in Thailand and Moluccans-—-who have been demanding 
independence from Indonesia and who became a source of concern for Holland for 
a while-—-have received substantial assistance from Libya. Libya has denied 
that it has interfered in Asian affairs, but has invited the Asian rebels’ to 
"anti-imperialist" conferences in Tripoli. It is also known that Qadhafi has 
targeted pro-American countries in Asia. Intelligence reports confirm that 
the "International Anti-imperialist Brigade" which has claimed responsibility 
for bombing attacks against U.S. installations in Indonesia is backed by 
Libya. In addition, explosives found in a hotel room in Jakarta have been 
traced to Libyans. 


However, Libya has been criticized by Muslim countries like Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. Zia-ul-Haq claims that the terrorist organization Al-Zulfikar, 
which is no longer active, has plans to overthrow his regime and that Libya is 
backing this’ group. Since a Libyan connection has been found in bombing 
attacks against U.S., Saudi Arabian and French airline offices and the French 











consulate in Karachi, Zia-ul-Haq's charges cannot be said to be unjustified. 
The acts of violence that have intensified recently have caused the death of 
nearly 30 people in Karachi. The aim of these incidents is to create panic 
among the people and to destabilize the pro-American regime. 


9588 
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EGYPT 


BUTRUS GHALI DISCUSSES REGIONAL, INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 
London AL=-TADAMUN in Arabic 13-19 Dec 86 pp 16-17 


[Interview with Dr Butrus Ghali, minister of state for foreign affairs, by Ihsan 
Bakr: "Dr Butrus Ghali, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs in Egypt, Tells 
AL-TADAMUN, ‘Egypt Will not Stand Idly by if the Scope of the Gulf War Is 
Expanded'"; in Cairo; date not spezified] 


[Text] "We are not asking Syria to side with Iraq, but we are asking it to take 
a stand against the war." 


"Earnest steps are being taken to convene an international peace conference in 
the Middle East in which all parties would participate." 


"There are three basic facts governing Egyptian-Sudanese relations." 


Dr Butrus Ghali, minister of state for foreign affairs, has always complied with 
AL-TADAMUN's request for an interview. Although he is involved in numerous 
activities, the senior Egyptian official has always gone out of his way to 
clarify Egypt's point of view as well as its political positions on the burning 
issues that are on the minds of Egyptians and Arabs. 


In this interview with Dr Butrus Ghali the subject of the Iraq-Iran war 
dominated other issues, particularly since there are indications that the danger 
of this war is growing. The Iraq-Iran war has become one of the hottest issues 
in most Arab capitals and in most of the world's c.pitals as well. 


It was normal to start the interview by asking Dr Butrus Ghali about Egypt's 
position on what was recently published about the U.S. arms deals to Iran. Dr 
Ghali's answer to that question was succinct and brief. He said, "President 
Husni Mubarak has issued a specific statement in that regard calling upon the 
United States to sieze the initiative and act promptly to save its credibility, 
which is continuing to deteriorate in the Arab region." 


[Question] Egvpt will take part in the Islamic Summit that will be held in 
Kuwait early next month, in January. What is Egypt hoping to get out of this 
summit? 








[Answer] We hope this significant conference will focus on real issues and 
fundamental problems, and we hope there will be no infighting and bickering. 
Islamic nations are expecting a lot from this gathering of Islamic countries. We 
hope the conference will produce positive positions and issue positive 
resolutions which would serve the right of the Palestinian people to determine 
their own destiny. We hope the conference will be serious and determined in 
confronting the danger of the continuing gory war between Iraq and Iran. Then, 
we hope the conference will focus its attention on the question of economic 
development and that of creating prosperity. We also hope the conference will 
try to increase economic, financial, commercial and technical cooperation among 
the countries of the conference. 


[Question] How do you see the Gulf war evolving in light of the Syrian regime's 
continued support for Iran against Iraq? 


[Answer] There is a colloquial Egyptian proverb which recognizes that brothers 
should stand together as one against their cousins and cousins should stand 
together as one against strangers. It is regrettable that Syria is assuming 
such a position against Iraq despite tne brotherhood that exists between the 
Iraqi and Syrian people. I would have hoped to see Damascus using its close 
ties with Iran to try and stop this war which is now in its seventh year. This 
is a war that can accomplish nothing but ruin and destruction. In that sense, 
siding with either Iraq or Iran is not what is required; but what is required is 
a stance against the war which is undermining the Arab world and Iran, 
particularly since this is a war whose only beneficiaries are foreign countries. 
Arab citizens are undoubtedly wondering about Arab solidarity and brotherhood. 
They are undoubtedly wondering about that organization which, in Tunisia, is 
still being called the Arab League. 


[Question] And what is Egypt's role in bringing about an end to this war? 


[Answer] We believe that a cease fire is inevitable and that sooner or later 
negotiations will have to begin because war will not lead to a solution. A 
proper analysis of the situation confirms that there will be no winners and no 
losers in this war no matter how long it goes on, because both sides are clearly 
equal in their military power. And since this is the case, why not end the 
fighting today and start the negotiations? 


At a scientific symposium on conditions in the Middle East a senior political 
analyst in the Western world said, "What is regrettable as far as the Gulf war 
is concerned is the fact that it is a war in which there are no winners and no 
losers." This analyst spoke in this light-hearted manner to express his 
conviction that a victory by either the Iraqi or Iranian side would not be in 
the West's interests. He did not mention, however, that neither side would be 
served by the protraction of this war because the means of production would be 
destroyed and all energies would be spent in a war from which nothing good 
would come out. Let me repeat here that Egypt is for peace and against war. 
Egypt is calling for an end to the fighting. We tried in the past to bring that 
about, and we are now joining efforts to accomplish that. We are also continuing 
our own efforts through the Non-Alignment Movement, the Islamic Conference 
Organization and the United Nations. 





[Question] Can Egypt play a role in that regard even though there are no 
diplomatic relations between Cairo and Tehran? 


[Answer] We don't have any feelings of hostility toward Iran or the Iranian 
regime, and we do not want to interfere in the internal affairs of Iranians. 
But we would also not tolerate the intervention of Iran in our own internal 
affairs, nor would we tolerate its intervention in the internal affairs of Iraq 
or any one of the Gulf states. It is true that we don't have diplomatic 
relations with Iran, but we don't have diplomatic relations with Iraq either. 
However, that does not rule out communications and cooperation with them. On the 
other hand, our activities for peace in the Gulf have been channeled through 
international organizations and gatherings. 


[Question] What about the danger of expanding the scope of the war? 


[Answer] That danger does exist, and as of now we have to be prepared to con- 
front it. It must be clear to everyone that Egypt cannot stand idly by regarding 
anything that would affect the safety and security of Arab Gulf countries. 
However, the matter requires that we become engaged in proper joint planning now 
so we can ward off this danger. 


[Question] Let's shift to Egyptian-Sudanese relations. How are these relations 
now, and how do you see them developing? 


[Answer] Sudan has undergone internal developments and profound changes. It has 
gone through a period of transition, and it has had general elections which led 
to the formation of a coalition government. That government is still assessing 
and considering its own position, and it is making plans. What is important in 
my judgment is that the facts be clear and unambiguous. These facts may be 
listed in the following order: 


1. Egypt does not interfere in Sudan's domestic affairs. 


2. Regardless of their regime and their government we are extending our hands to 
the people of Sudan in a gesture of friendship and cooperation because the bonds 
between Egypt and Sudan are deeper and more lasting than anything else. 


3. The foremost pressing issue in our opinion is that of finding a solution to 

the problem between south and north Sudan and coming up with a formula by means 
of which an agreement could be reached. Such a formula should preserve the unity 
of Sudan and bring the ongoing war cto an end. 


It is on that basis that we have no hard feelings toward the government of Sudan 
or its positions. What is important is that our relations and our cooperation 
are set up on sound and well-established principles. Allow me to use AL-TADAMUN 
to appeal to intellectuals in Sudan and in Egypt to find the common ground for a 
new formula and an innovative framework for these relations. 


[Question] In your judgment, what has become of the Arab-Israeli peace, 
particularly in light of the summit meeting that took place in Alexandria 
between President Husni Mubarak and Shimon Peres, after Yitzhaq Shamir took over 
the helm as prime minister of Israel? 











[Answer] I am convinced as a result of the lengthy experience I've had in peace 
negotiations and my participation in hundreds of negotiationg sessions that a 
constant and continuing effort is required. The Israeli side is dodging the 
issue and using unfair tactics. That is why what was achieved at the Alexandria 
meeting was significant. As a result of that meeting Shimon Peres announced that 
he accepted the principle of convening an international peace conference in the 
Middle East, and he agreed to start by holding a preparatory meeting for that 
conference. Peres also acknowledged the legitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people. However, we must not be satisfied with what has been accomplished, but 
we must continue our international efforts and contacts. We must enhance what 
was achieved by the Alexandria meeting, particularly after the change that took 
place in the Israeli government with Yitzhaq Shamir becoming prime minister. In 
that regard and in response to the question I would say that Israel needs peace, 
regardless of who heads the government at the time. There is a broad sector of 
public opinion in Israel that supports peace and the efforts that are being made 
for peace. Those people are calling for the return of the occupied land in 
exchange for peace. They are calling for recognition of the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people. And what we have to do is support and strengthen the 
moderate sector. 


On the other hand, it is important that we try to shore up the Arab position by 
overcoming disputes and dissension and reaching an agreement on one position 
about the method of action and the means by which the objective can be achieved. 
We do not disagree about the objective, which {s to regain the land which has 
been occupied since 1976 and to restore the legitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people. Can't we then come to an agreement in a matter-of-fact, rational manner 
about the method that can bring about that objective? 


Furthermore, the closeness and cohesiveness of the Arab front have a greater 
effect on Israel's policy and positions than who happens to be the prime 
minister at a given time. Our strength lies in our unity, and it is our strength 
that helps soften Israel's intransigence in the negotiations. Let's not forget 
that we signed a peace treaty with the Likud Party government in 1979. That is 
Yitzhaq Shamir's party. It is my judgment that we could see some serious move- 
ment in the coming stage for convening an international peace conference in the 
Middle East in which all parties, including the PLO, would participate. 
Countries that are permanent members of the UN Security Council would also 
participate in that conference. But we must not think that it will be easy to 
convene such a conference or that merely convening it will bring about the just 
solution that is being hoped for. We must not see this international conference 
as though it were a magic wand. Achieving a just solution is something that 
requires hard work, perseverance, a strong political will and a unificu Arab 
position. 


[Question] The fifth anniversary of President Husni Mubarak's becoming 
president was a few days ago. How would you assess the diplomatic accomplish- 
ments of that period? 


[Answer] In the 5 years since President Mubarak became president, the focus 
was on diplomatic confrontation. However, after the peace agreement between 
Egypt and Israel was signed and the withdrawal from Sinai was completed, the 











objective of our efforts became the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 
It has become quite clear to friend and foe alike that Egypt has never tried to 
distance itself from the dispute in the Middle East, nor has it ever ignored the 
central issue in that dispute, which is the Palestinian question. In light of 
that fact it was normal for us to try to clear the air as far as Arab relations 
are concerned. It was also normal for us to try to overcome some of the short- 
comings and hard feelings of the past which had developed as a result of the 
fact that Egyptian motives were misunderstood. Thus Egypt's relations with most 
countries entered a quiet phase that was a far cry from the stormy and furious 
relations it had had with those countries in the past. Full diplomatic relations 
were resumed with a number of Arab countries and with the PLO as well. Mean- 
while, relations with other Arab countries developed in a manner for which there 
had been no precedent, not even during those times when we had diplomatic 
relations with those countries. One may thus characterize Egyptian diplomacy 
during that period by its firm will to adhere to peace and its clear desire to 
expand the scope oi peace so it would encompass all countries. Egypt wanted to 
Clear the air as far as its relations with Arab countries are concerned, and it 
wanted to involve them in the peace process. 


Furthermore, Egypt's diplomatic concerns became numerous. Efforts were no longer 
directed toward one issue, which is the confrontation with Israel. Egypt diver- 
sified its economic activities, achieving success and scoring accomplishments in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and Western Europe through the Non-Alignment Move- 
ment and the Islamic Conference Organization. Relations with the Soviet Union 
and with countries of the Socialist Bloc were also improved. Egypt's relations 
with the superpowers under President Mubarak are quite unambiguous and candid in 
the context of Egypt's adherence to the policy and principles of non-alignment. 
Relations with the United States, which are characterized by close cooperation 
and candor and based on mutual respect, have continued. Each side understood the 
other's national interests. Washington understood that non-aligned Egypt would 
not grant anyone military bases, nor would it join in any alliance against 
anyone. That position, which stems from what the people believe in, neither 
diminishes nor hinders relations between the Egyptian and American peoples, nor 
does it place restrictions on their friendship. On the other hand, we did 
succeed in overcoming the hard feelings and the problems which had previously 
tainted relations between Cairo and Moscow. Today, cooperation and friendship 
are the principal features of that relationship. 
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LRAQ 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADORS PRESENT CREDENTIALS--Baghdad, 12 Jan (INA)--RCC Vice Chairman 
"Izzat Ibrahim this morning received the credentials of Witold Jurasz and 
Nadarjah as the new Polish and Malaysian ambassadors to Iraq. [Summary] 
[Baghdad INA in Arabic 1120 GMT 12 Jan 87 JN] /12624 


OUTGOING ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR--Baghdad, 5 Jan (INA)--RCC Vice Chairman 

"Izzat Ibrahim today met with Argentine Ambassador Alejandro Horacio Pineiro, 
on the expiry of his term in Iraq. During the meeting, they reviewed 
bilateral relations in all fields. [Text] Baghdad INA in Arabic 0900 GMT 

5 Jan 87 JN] /12624 


RAMADAN SENDS MESSAGE TO MIKULIC--Baghdad, 5 Jan (INA)--Taha Yasin Ramadan, 
RCC member and first deputy prime minister, received SFRY Ambassador to 

Iraq Djevad Mujezinovic here today. During the meeting, Ramadan handed the 
SFRY ambassador a message addressed to Branko Mikulic, president of the 

SFRY Federal Executive Council, deaiing with bilateral relations and ways 

to promote them. [Text] [Baghdad INA in Arabic 1538 GMT 5 Jan 87 JN] /12624 


CSO: 4400/108 
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CENSORSHIP BY IDF AUTHORITIES DISCUSSED 


Jerusalem GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICE in English 26 Dec 86 


[Translated from MA'ARIV article of 25 Dec 86] 





[Text] Many foreign correspondents believe that the censorship and IDF 
authorities will be powerless in their war against those who violate 
directives. It is doubtful if there is a judicial basis for bringing such 
persons to criminal trial, if they are foreign nationals. Only Israeli 
foreign correspondents could be vulnerable to such steps, if they are 
accused of the "transfer, gathering, obtaining, preparation, recording 

and holding of secret information." 


In practice, almost no instances can be recalled of original prosecution 
against journalists who violated censorship. More than ten years ago 

such an incident occured: An Israeli and a French journalist wrote a book 

on Israel's clandestine services, and it turned up at a Paris publisher. 

A picture of then-Mossad chief Maf. Gen. (res.) Zvi Zamir appeared in the 
book -- without the censor's permission, of course. Israeli authorities 
couldn't do a thing against the French journalist (who was known as a 
salient supporter of Israel, and many doors were open to him here). However, 
an indictment was prepared against the Israeli journalist, and he therefore 
refrained for a long time from returning to Israel from the country to which 
he was assigned. Only after several years was a compromise arrangement 
reached, enabling him to return to Israel without being brought to trial. 


Thus, IDF authorities have only administrative means with which to act 
against foreign correspondents who are not Israeli citizens, to punish those 
who commit offenses. The most usual method is to deprive the correspondent 
of his press credentials, which are granted by Israeli authorities. But even 
this punishment is most rare, and until now there have been only two such 
incidents. During the war of attrition (1969) an IDR tank and commando force 
operated on Egyptian territory for quite a few hours. Most of the foreign 
correspondents did not even know of the incursion until they received a 
censorship statement that a raid was underway and that nothing could be 
reported about it as long as IDF forces had not returned to Israeli territory. 
Everyone obeyed ("back then there was an atmosphere of mutual trust between 
us and the censorship," recalls a veteran foreign correspondent), except 
American radio correspondent Tony Hatch, who immediately flew to Cyprus and 
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cabled his story from there -- while IDF soldiers were still on Egyptian soil. 
As punishment, his credentials were revoked (with the support of the FPA) 

and a complaint was even lodged with his employers, who recalled him to the 
U.S. -- and fired him. After some time he returned to Israel, stayed in 
Jerusalem for a while, and wrote an extreme anti-Israel book. 


The second incident took place in 1979: American radio correspondent Dan 
Raviv (the son of Israeli emigrants), working for CBS, was 

supposed to cover Prime Minister Menachem Gegin's visit to the Merkava tank 
production line, as one of three foreign correspondents representing about 
160 foreign correspondents in Israel. He never got there. A few hours later, 
the reason became apparent: he had flown to Rome, where he sent a story 
claiming that the mysterious explosion observed in South African waters was 
none other than the test of a nuclear weapon which was jointly manufactured 
by Israel and South Africa. This was a blatant censorship violation. The 
FPA placed him on disciplinary trial, and he was suspended from the 
organization for six months, while IDF authorities revoked his credentials. 
But his employers kept him in Israel, until he was given another assignment 
in Eurcpe. 


The closing of a newspaper following a censorship violation is an additional 
administrative-punitive measure. Thus, for example, the censor closed 
"Hadashot" for four days in April 1984, after it published a banned item 
regarding a matter which subsequently became known as the "GSS Affair." In 
another incident, Israeli authorities prohibited ABC from using a 
communications satellite for broadcasting purposes, as punishment for 
broadcasting an interview with Yasser Arafat during the Lebanon War -- despite 
a censorship prohibition. 


"In general terms, all thus shows that the censorship is powerless and useless, 
since it cannot cope with leaks of prohibited items -- primarily in view of the 
sophisticated technological and electronic modes which enable correspondents to 
transfer information to the four corners of the earth a lightning speed. 
Accordingly, I contend that the censorship should be abolished," says Gideon 
Perli, a DPA correspondent. He served five terms as chairman of the FPA, 

and as an Israeli he certainly understands the censorship's sensitivity 

in matters of security and secrecy. But he was countless times forced to 
struggle against the censor's arbitrary and/or illogical decisions. 


The chief censor -- whose appointment rests with the defense minister, but 
which is subject to an additional appointment by the chief of staff -- is 
almost omnipotent. In practice he has more than once disregarded requests 
directed at him from the top echelon. For example: the previous chief 

censor approved for publication the story about the burning of the bodies 

of terrorists who penetrated into Beit She'an, despite a request by the 
then-defense minister to forbid its publication. Foreign correspondents also 
relate that the censor recently rejected items which came from official 
spokesmen, such as: a remark by then-Prime Minister Shimon Peres on the issue 
of Syrian missiles, at a public lecture. The prohibition which applies to 
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foreign correspondents regarding publication of items without censorship 
approval stems from an undertaking they sign when they are accredited, as well 
as when they renew their GPO press cards every two years. Ostensibly, 

the correspondents are supposed to submit all their material to the censor, 
and he is entitled to demand this. Patently, however, only what seems 
relevant according to the correspondents’ own classificaiton is submitted. 
This opens the way to the possibility of bypassing the censorship. 


The censorship does not operate under Israeli law, but from the extension 

of the validity of mandate legislation -- the Defense (Emergency) Emergency 
Regulations of 1945. All the rest -- including the censor's powers -- derives 
from agreements between the chief of staff and the Editors’ Committee, which 
were signed in 1949, 1951 and most recently in 1966. Despite the changes 
which have occurred since then, the same rules apply. 


In all these agreements, the principle that the censorship would never be 
political was strictly preserved. "That's just on the surface," says Gideon 
Berli. "Over many years I felt that some c.nings were being banned out of 
political considerations." Another foreign correspondent agrees: "I have 
run into this many times. For example: in the pollard affair a paragraph 
was rejected stating that the bureau which dealt with gathering scientific 
information abroad -- an item which in and of itself was permitted for 
publication -- was established by Shimon Peres who was then science minister. 
In simple fact, Peres was then prime minister and they didn't want to get 
him entangled." 


But the main frustration -- not only of the Israeli inedia, but also of many 
foreign correspondents -- results from double-standard treatment, reflected in 
the clear preference of representatives of major American media outfits. 

One foreign correspondent says: "They totally scoff at the censorship and 
don't submit any material at all. They apparently know well that the Israeli 
government isn't interested in getting entangled with newspapers like 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, the WASHINGTON POST, or the big TV networks, and 
therefore steps are not taken against them even after serious censorship 
violations. In addition, it is known that while Peres was prime minister, 

at least two of his senior personal advisers passed on to one of these 
correspondents secret information on a sensitive affair -- at a time when 

the censorship 'went wild' and rejected almost everything -- even though 

they were well aware that the correspondent in question doesn't submit 

his material for censorship." 


In preparing this article, we asked for the censorship's stand on the mutual 
relations with foreign correspondents, but we got no reply. We were told 
that the IDF spokesman has to approve a conversation between a representative 
of the censorship and journalists. 


/12624 
cso: 4400/111 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC TIES IMPROVED--Yosef Shabo, Israel's economic attache in Egypt, 
says that Egyptian businessmen have recently visited Israel in order to 
examine the possibility of economic cooperation with Israeli businesses. 
According to him Egypt is becoming more open to economic ties with Israel. 
The Egyptians are especially interested in purchasing Israeli knowhow. 

Our correspondent Menahem FrieJman reports that so far 60 Israeli companies 
and trade groups have signed up to participate in the Israeli pavilion 

at the Cairo fair. Most of the companies work in the fields of 
agricultural industry, solar energy, and electronic equipment. The Cairo 
fair will be held during March. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 1500 GMT 28 Dec 86 TA] /12624 


PRO-PLO LIST WINS POSITIONS--The Pro-PLO nationalist list won all nine 
positions in the elections to the East Jerusalem Union of Arab Journalists. 
Our correspondent Arye gus reports that the union comprises some 150 
journalists. The union will continue to be headed by Radwan Abu ‘Ayyash. 
[Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 GMT 10 5 Jan 87 TA] /12624 
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JORDAN 


JERUSALEM STAR: ENVOYS WILL NOT RESTORE U.S. CREDIBILITY 
JN241111 Amman THE JERUSALEM STAR in English 24 Dec 86 p 8 
[Editorial: "America's duplicity"] 


[Text] At best, the United States is viewed as inconsistent, naive, con- 
fused and incompetent. At worst, it is seen as deceptive, disloyal, erratic 
and unreliable. These were not the words of a radical Arab leader criticizing 
the United States. But coming from the horse's mouth, as the Americans 

would say, these were the grim impressions of Senator Edward Kennedy's tour 

of the Middle East recently, which took him to Israel and the occupied Arab 
territories, Jordan and Egypt. 


The Democratic senator was commenting on the negative effects the Reagan 
Administration's secret arms deal with Iran has had on America's friends in 
the troubled Middle East. He called on the U.S. Administration to find a 
remedy to the situation by dispatching a special envoy to the Arab countries 
in order to "repair the damage” according to him. 


We are indeed pleased that Senator Kennedy was brave enough to spill out the 
truth about how the Arab would feels towards America, as a result of its 
biased and insincere policies regarding this region's causes. [It is also 
important that Senator Kennedy and his compatriots know that Arab frustration 
with Washington's policies does not in any way translate into hostility 
against the American people. We are sure that most Americans are misguided 
and kept in the dark when it comes to the issues and facts in this area of 
the world, as the Iran-U.S. deal has proved. 


But just as Senator Kennedy described how we in the Middle East view--at its 
best--the United States as naive and confused, we would not like him or any 
other decision-maker in the U.S. Congress or the U.S. Administration to think 
that we too are naive and confused. Sending a special enveoy to explain the 
issues to us and pamper our anger is not the answer nor is it the venue to 
restore America's credibility as a super power. Sweet talk and diplomatic 
Maneuvers are not needed at this time, but rather a brave confession of 
America's duplicity of policies and an ever greater courage to change that. 


Senator Kennedy has been here and he has seen the facts on the grounds. 

It is his responsibility to tell the American people of what he saw and how 
their perceptions of the issues have been marred and distorted by political 
dealings, which simply disfavored the Arab people and their causes. 


/9738 
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JORDAN 


AL-RA'Y SAYS MURPHY'S COMING TOUR 'LIP SERVICE' 
JNO41242 Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 4 Jan 87 p 24 


[Article by the political editor in the "Spotlights" column entitled: 
"Murphy's Tour and the National and Pan-Arab Hardship" ] 


[Text] It is a simple barter deal which will take place with extreme 
ease: Lip service for the Arabs and arms for Iran! Murphy's coming tour 
will constitute more of a pleasant tourist trip than serious political work. 


The Arabs who were angered by the Iranian arms deal possess nothing but 
their angry words. The Americans, who know what these angry Arab words 
mean, will give a verbal explanation which is bound to be convincing! And, 
pending the next deals, which of course will be conducted more secretly, 
matters will return to normal and initiate another honeymoon. 


In politics, the ability to take action and the freedom of movement and 
decisionmaking are basic elements in the calculations of conflicting 
forces in any specific region. Therefore, a party that loses any of these 
elements places itself in two difficult situations: 


1. By its paralysis it creates a vacuum that tempts any of the 
conflicting forces to try to fill it. This is what is happening in the 
hostile relationship between Israel and the Arab entities surrounding it, 
regardless of whether the attack is military or political. 


2. By its paralysis it creates a deadiock that is accepted by the 
conflicting forces temporarily despite its hardships and problems until 
a violent change takes place. 


Our Arab homeland is, to all intents and purposes, in these two situations. 
Its policies lack ability of actiun and freedom of movement and decision- 
making and its dealing with the major powers and the hostile force 
occupying Arab territory bears all these characteristics. There are 

Arab divisions regarding the nature of the struggle against the Zionist 
occupation of Palestine and southern Lebanon. 





Some Arabs call for political, military, and economic confr ntation, others 
call for a political solution through bilateral talks or talks under an 
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international umbrella, and yet others are not ready to take the risk of 
confrontation or negotiations. The problem is not these divisions, 

but the inability of the divided sides to even explain their stands. Give 
them the necessary dynamism, and thus create the option for political, 
military, and economic action. 


Neither those calling for confrontation nor those calling for a political 
solution are able to do anything. Thosewho have chosen not to take 

the risk have also not defined their positions outside the framework 

of joint action. 


This Arab paralysis on the occupation question does not differ much in 

its causes and results from the paralysis on the question of Arab relations 
with the major powers, the Third World, and the Islamic world. Our 
friendships with the United States neither affects it nor strengthens 

us in any way. At the same time, our friendship with the USSR does not 
enable it to help us and our hostility to it neither affects its 
international status or gains us U.S. favor. Furthermore, we neither 

used the pro-Arab African stand in our interest and in the interest of 
Africa, nor did we use our Islamic role to the maximum in our interest and in 
the interest of our muslim brothers. We ore not presenting this state of 
paralysis as it is in order to whip ourselves -- as it is said in 

shallow literature -- but to know exacily where we stand to explain 

this state of national and pan-Arab hardship, which is overwhelming us 
without being able to do anything about it. 


/12624 
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COMMENTARY ON SAUDI DENIAL OF DELEGATION TO EGYPT 
JNO71403 Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 7 Jan 87 p 22 


[Political editor's article in "Spotlights" column entitled: "Breaking 
Into a Brain That Has Been Discarded" ] 


[Text] The Arab official media have also become senile with age, although 
they were clever and devilish in the good old days. For a week now we have 
been chasing a dispatch by an official news agency which says: A high-level 
Saudi military delegation headed by Prince Sultan ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz, 

second deputy prime minister and minister of defense and aviation, will 
visit Cairo in the next few days to meet with Field Marshal ‘Abd al-Halim 
Abu Ghazalah, Egyptian deputy prime minister and defense minister, and 
several other officials. 


Arab and international media became interested in the report and so they 
added this background: 


It is noteworthy that Saudi-Egyptian relations have been severed for the 
past 7 years following the Egyptian-Israeli treaty and that Prince Sultan 
will be the highest Saudi official to visit Cairo since the severance of 
relations. 


The day before yesterday, the official news agency corrected the dispatch 
as follows: 


A high-level Saudi military delegation headed by the advisor of Prince 
Sultan will arrive in Cairo today. (and so on to the end of the dispatch). 


Arab and foreign media became interested in the report and added this 
background: 


It is noteworthy that Egypt has declared a military commitment to defend 
Saudi Arabia and the Arab Gulf states should they be exposed to the dangers 
of the current war in the region. 


Yesterday, Riyadh denied a visit by Prince Sultan, or his advisor, or 

a high-level Saudi delegation. The long and short of the matter is that 
a number of students will arrive in Cairo to attend certain military 
schools and colleges. 
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This report, which was carried as the second item by several world radios, 
is politically significant. It was used by these radios because it originated 
from an official news agency. So why was the report "fabricated'? 


Another official news agency carried the following dispatch a week ago: 


Informed sources have declared that an Egyptian-Jordanian-Palestinian 
meeting will take place in Kuwait during the Islamic summit to discuss 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations in particular now that "the PLO's 
recognition of Resolution 242 is not a point of dispute." 


This news agency then expanded this meeting following the visit of 
Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah, Kuwaiti deputy prime minister 
and foreign minister, to Damascus and Baghdad by reporting the 
following: Informed sources have declared that Saudi Arabia is trying 
to convene an Arab summit meeting in Kuwait during the Islamic summit. 
This meeting will deal with... [incomplete sentence as published] 


Riyadh denied the holding of such a meeting during the Islamic summit 
following attempts to torpedo the Islamic summit not only by Iran this 
time, but also by Pakistan, Morocco... and other capitals which have close 
ties with God knows who. 


Have the Arab official media become senile, or is this merely an attempt 
to break into the Arab citizen's brain which has been dispensed with in 
these good melancholic days? 


/12624 
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JORDAN 


SAWT AL-SHA'B ON IRANIAN OFFENSIVE, HIJACKING 
JN261123 Amman SAWT AL-SHA'B in Arabic 26 Dec 86 pp 1, 14 
[Editorial: "Iraq Triumphs; Terrorism Cannot Cover Iranian Defeat"] 


[Text] Iraq is now scoring new successes over the rancorous Iranian clique, 
depleting its resources and frustrating its aims. Iraq's heroic steadfast- 
ness on the southern battlefront has led the rulers of Iran to lose their 
balance and senses in their attempts to cover up their defeat. 


The rulers of Iran refuse to listen to the voice of peace and do not follow 
peacekeeping rules and resolutions, because they have chosen for themselves 

the path of violence, terrorism, and war, sustaining ever-increasing casualties 
and yet pursuing the conflict with arrogance. Iraq has right on its side and 
the steadfastness it has shown is a source of pride for the Arab nation, whose 
leaders have failed to come to the ai’? of the Iraqi people doing battle on 
behalf of the Arab nation and its honor. 


The war Iraq is fighting to defend itself and the Arab nation is not localized 
in terms of geography or results. The war has too many serious implications 
to be considered a passing whim or minor conflict. Hence Jordan's support for 
Iraq against persistent and treacherous aggression out of faith in and commit- 
me t to Arab pacts and bonds of common history, heritage, and destiny. 


The Gulf war has serious repercussions. As Hig Majesty King Husayn has said, 
it is not just a war between Iraq and Iran. It is much more than that as it 
threatens not only Iraq but also the entire Arab homeland and system from the 
ocean to the Gulf. By persisting in its aggression, Iran seeks first an 
foremost to create a split in the Arab system before pouncing on it and 
destroying it to clear the way for building an opposite system and suppressing 
the Arab character. 


Following the dispersal and rout of the Iranian human waves, the confused 
Iranian demogoguery is only a manifestation of defeat and of the rancorous 
desire to widen the scope of the war and plunge the region into it and to 
resort to terrorism, sabotage, and agents as ways realize Iran's ends. 
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The demagogue Iranian establishment, which appears to be Muslim by its turbans 
and garb but is in essence rancourovs, racist, and in league with Zionism 

and adversaries of Arabs and Muslims, is working to spread, promote, and 
peddle terrorism in the area so that the [Iranian rulers, given their numerous 
connections, may fish in troubled waters and achieve what they have failed to 
achieve on the battlefront. 


A defeated Iran is now covering up its defeat with the kind of terrorism not 
practiced by legal regimes, such as hijacking an Iraqi passenger plane carrying 
civilians and blowing it up over Arab territories to divert attention from its 
abysmal failure. 


Will the Iranian defeat put some sense into the heads of Iran's rulers or 
make skeptical Arabs rush to aid Iraq, which given good Arab faith can create 
an imbalance which the rulers of Iran will be unable to ignore and which will 
subsequently force them into submitting to the voice of peace? Or will the 
international equations which have been altered to favor. Iran against the 
Arabs due to U.S. and Israeli support alert Arabs and mark a turning point 

by restoring and activating Arab solidarity so Iran and other enemies of the 
Arabs will look upon Arabs as the decisive factors in the conflict rather 
than Iran and its backers? It is an Iranian defeat and in I[raqi triumph. 


Will the Arabs begin a new chapter and be wary now that things have gone too 
far? 
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JORDAN 


AL-DUSTUR ON IRANIAN STAND ON ISLAMIC SUMMIT 
HNO51120 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 5 Jan 87 pp l, 19 
[Editorial: "The Arabs, Iran, and the Islamic Summit"] 


[Text] It is no longer secret that the successive Iranian statements 
regarding the venue and date of the upcoming Islamic summit conference 

are aimed at obstructing the measures, efforts, and arrangements by fraternal 
Kuwait during the past period to make this summit, on which the Arabs 

and Muslims pin great hopes for solving many of their difficult problems, 

a success. 


Such statements, which are hostile to Kuwait as a hosting country for 
the conference, would not at all affect the convocation of the awaited 
Islamic summit conference, had Iran been satisfied with expressing its 
political stand on this issue without explicitly going ahead with its 
threats to undermine the conference because it will be convened in an 
unsafe combat area, according to the allegations of the senior officials 
of Tehran. 


The truth is that fraternal Kuwait is not the only target of the recent 
big Iranian sabotage action. The Islamic summit is also not the only 
target of this Iranian extortion, which has become familiar since the 
Nonaligned Movement summit which had been scheduled to be held in Baghdad 
in 1982. 


Such an Iranian attempt can only be viewed as a move against all the Arabs 
so as to inflict further weakness and humiliation on them as regimes, 
peoples, and entities that can be singled out separately to be dealt 
further painful blows to the regional Arab system and the Pan-Arab concept 
which is now experiencing the worst stages of deterioration. 


While observing all the Tehran leaders' statements aimed at denying the 
Arabs the right to host a summit to which they are the most concerned party, 
and sincerely hoping that Iran's objective would be unsuccessful, we, at 

the same time, warn that any support for the Iranian sabotage attempt 

by some Arabs, by any form and under any pretext, will harm the Arab 

nation and endanger its Pan-Arab interests. 
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JORDAN 


AL-DUSTUR URGES 'UNIFIED' ARAB STAND AGAINST AMAL 
JN231227 Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 23 Dec 86 pp 1, 23 
[Editorial: "A Unified Stand To Stop Bloodshed Is Required" ] 


[Text] The Arab foreign ministers’ meeting which was held in Tunis yesterday 
revives hopes concerning the possibility of crystalizing a unified Arab stand 
toward the hostile onslaught launched by the Amal Movement against the 
Palestinian camps in Lebanon. The state of indifference which has 
characterized the official Arab response toward this onslaught has encouraged 
the Amal Movement to escalate its aggression and to go ahead with its 
liquidatory policies which are aimed against the innocent civilians in the 
camps and which cast serious shadows over the overall Arab situation. 


The increase in the number of Arab representatives who participated in this 
week's meetings over the number of those who participated in the first 
meetings gives rise to optimism over the possibility of adopting a more 
decisive Arab stand toward the Amal's hostile onslaught against the camps. 
This can be interpreted as the beginning of Arab interest in ending this 
sectarian war which the Amal are determined to escalate. 


Hence, the Arab foreign ministers who are meeting in Tunis are required to 
rise above their differences and discuss the Amal's indifference to the 
decisions of the first Arab foreign ministers' meeting which called, in its 
concluding statement, for ending the hostilities around the Palestinian camps 
and lifting the siege imposed on these camps. 


Expressing concern and sorrow, the condemning and denouncing the aggressions 
to which the Palestinian camps in Lebanon are being subjected will never be 
the proper alternative to adopting a unified Arab stand aimed at ending the 
Amal's hostile onslaught which, as is now obvious, serves Israel and Zionism. 


What is required now is the adoption of a practical decision that translates 
into tangible realities the Arab hopes of ending the Amal Movement's 
onslaught against the camps, lifting the siege imposed on these camps, 
providing security for them, and stopping the shedding of innocent blood in 
these battles which only serve Israel and the Arab nation's enemies. 
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JORDAN 


PARLIAMENT APPROVES STATE BUDGET FOR 1987 
JN241337 Amman Television Service in Arabic 1800 GMT 23 Dec 86 


[Excerpt} During its session this morning under House of Representatives 
Speaker 'Akif al-Fayiz, and in the presence of Prime Minister Zayd al-Rifa'i 
and the ministers, the House of Representatives approved the state budget 
draft law for 1987. 


Prime Minister Zayd al-Rifa'i stressed that elevating Jordan's stature and 

safeguarding its achievements can only be realized by mobilizing the efforts 

of the sons of the one family and by their rallying around exalted national 

objectives within the framework of the pillars and basic principles of our , 
blessed march under the leadership of His Majesty King Husayn, the architect 

of Jordan's renaissance and the leader of its march. 


In a speech delivered during the House of Representatives session today to 
discuss the state budget draft law for 1987, the prime minister said: I 
express my pride in the level of coordination and cooperation between the 
legislative and executive authorities and stress the government's concern for 
supporting this sound course of our continuous efforts to achieve our home- 
land's good objectives, God willing. I join you in voicing pride in the 

high and advanced level of our military establishment and hope Almighty God 
will safeguard Jordan under the canopy of the glorious Hashemite Leadership. 


Regarding cuts in expenditures, the prime minister said the government supports 
the proposals of the house's financial committee regarding using the available 
resources of the technical and administrative departments of the government 
and institutions and that the government will do its utmost to achieve this. 


In the area of unemployment, the prime minister said: I emphasize that the 
government is eager to approach this issue through an investment program 
within the 5-year plan which will eventually make available 100,000 jobs, in 
addition to other opportunities. The government has carried out many effec- 
tive measures in vocational training to meet the requirements of national 
development and is giving special training to engineers and physicians. The 
govornment has formed a ministerial committee to study the dimensions of the 
unemployment problem and its causes and to propose solutions. Official 
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sources of the GCC states have stressed to us their desire to keep Jordanian 
workers in these states. At the same time, the government is seriously 
seeking to open new markets to absorb Jordanian manpower. 


The prime minister afrirmed the government will continue its policy regarding 
supporting the kinfolk in the occupied homeland, local sectors of production, 
and our sons in the countryside and the agricultural sector. 


Regarding economic and financial policy, the prime minister said: The 
government is seeking to create a suitable investment climate to find a 

basis for giving momentum to development and to deal with pressing economic 
i-sues. The government is seeking to strengthen the local productive founda- 
tion of the country, to use national savings, to attract Arab and foreign 
capital to boost the kingdom's foreign currency reserves, and to maintain the 
strength of the dinar and the Jordanian economy's international credibility. 
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JORDAN 


COMMITTEE DISCUSSES AGRICULTURE IN WEST BANK, GAZA 
JN250931 Amman PETRA-JNA in Arabic 1420 GMT 24 Dec 86 


[Text] Amman, 24 Dec (PETRA)--In implementation of the decision of the 
higher ministerial committee for occupied territory affairs regarding the 
development of the agricultural sector in the occupied territory, the tech- 
nical committee formed of representatives from the Occupied Territories 
Affairs Ministry, the Agriculture Ministry, the Jordanian Cooperative 
Organization, the Jordanian company for marketing and processing agricultural 
produce, and some agricultural marketing societies in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip met at the Occupied Territories Affairs Ministry today. 


Dr Sa'dallah Sa'dallah, director of the department in charge of developing 
the occupied territory at the Occupied Territories Affairs Ministry, who 
presided over the meeting, stated that the committee discussed the drawing 

up of detailed policies within the institutional framework proposed by the 
higher committee to develop the agricultural sector. He said the discussions 
dealt with the possibility of establishing an agricultural guidance body in 
the occupied territory to help agricultural cooperative societies and farmers 
in their development activities and to seek ways to expand the present 
agricultural cooperative activity to include the largest possible number of 
farmers. 


Dr Sa'dallah added that the technical committee also discussed the possibility 
of setting up an agricultural credit body to finance various agricultural 
projects, including rural development projects, which are implemented by 
cooperative societies. The committee also studied ways to bolster agri- 
cultural studies and research centers in the occupied territories and to draw 
up a program to assess their activities as prelude to their participation in 
implementing the agricultural sectors projects contained in the 5-year 
development plan for the occupied territory. He added the committee has 
drafted some recommendations which include a number of aiternatives and will 
submit them to the higher committee which will endorse the appropriate ones. 


It is noteworthy that the higher committee for the occupied territory affairs 
has formed a technical committee to supervise the implementation of the adopted 
policies regarding agricultural guidance, cooperative work, agricultural 
credit, and research and studies centers. 
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JORDAN 


HALHUL MAYOR MEETS OFFICIALS ON MUNICIPALITY NEEDS 
JN231041 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 23 Dec 86 p 23 
[Tawfiq ‘Abid dispatch] 


[Excerpts] Halhul Mayor Hijazi Madiyah submitted to the officials at the 
Ministry of Occupied Territories Affairs yesterday a list of his municipality's 
needs which are estimated at 3,600,000 dinars. 


Madiyah told AL-DUSTUR that the ministry officials promised to study the 
municipality's projects, the most important of which are the building of 
new schools, a sewerage network, and the paving of 15 streets in the town, 
and that these projects will be included in the development plan for the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Madiyah spoke about the economic situation in the West Bank, saying that 
unemployment has spread to every house, particularly among farmers. He 
added that the occupation authorities have dismissed thousands of workers 
from Israeli factories. He said that the Jordanian Government is exerting 
every effort to foil the Zionist plans to evict the original owners of the 
land through the West Bank development plan and through allowing the entry of 
agricultural products to the East Bank to be marketed or exported with the 
aim of supporting farmers and bolstering their steadfastness. 


He added that the West Bank citizens have welcomed the development plan and 
described it as a step toward foiling the occupation authorities’ plan 

and bolstering steadfastness. He said that no one should oppose the building 
of schools to spread education among citizens or the building of hospitals 

so as to be an alternative to going to Israeli hospitals for treatment. 


/9738 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


JOURNALISTS CONDEMN HANIYAH DEPORTATION--Amman, 28 Dec (SANA)--Jordan's 
Journalists Association has issued a statement condemning the deportation 

of Palestinian journalist Akram Haniyah, editor of the Jerusalem Arabic daily 
AL-SHA'B. Deportation of Akram Haniyah, the statement added, is an arbitrary 
measure compatible with the overall policy of the Zionist military establish- 
ment seeking the depopulation of the occupied Arab territories. It said the 
Zionist decision amounts to a violation of freedom of expression in the 
occupied land and belies Zionist claims of respect for democratic freedom and 
free speech. The statement urged popular and official Arab organizations 

to mount an information and political campaign to expose the plots of the 
Zionist enemy against the Palestinian people and to work toward the 
repatriation of Haniyah as well as all other deportees. [Text] [Damascus 
SANA in Arabic 1240 GMT 28 Dec 86 JN] /9738 


GAZA CITRUS FRUIT EXPORTED--Amman--The ship ("Suzaran"), hired by the National 
Navigation Company, will depart Aqaba today carrying 2,600 metric tons of 

Gaza Strip citrus fruit, part of a total of 8,000 metric tons which will be 
exported in stages to the ports of Notterdam and Dover in West Europe. This 
is the first attempt by a domestic shipping company to contribute toward 
exporting agricultural products, particularly citrus fruits, to European 
countries. It is noteworthy that this is the first time in which citrus 
fruits have been shipped by sea from Aqaba to European ports. Transportation 
of citrus fruit was previously done by air. [Article by Caroline Faraj] 
[Excerpts] [Amman SAWT AL-SHA'B in Arabic 25 Dec 86 pp 1, 17 JN] /9738 


GAZAN'S TEMPORARY PASSPORTS--Amman--In accordance with Interior Minister Raja'i 
al-dajani's instructions, the passports department has begun to put the 

phrase "valid for all countries" on the temporary passports issued for Gazans 
as of yesterday. Radwan al-qasim, acting director general of the passports 
department, said this step aims to facilitate Gazans' travel abroad. [Excerpt] 
[Amman Al-ra'y in Arabic 25 Dec 86 pp 1, 20 JN] /9738 


ALLOCATION OF WEST BANK OIL--The Occupied Territories’ Affairs Committee of 
the House of Representatives held a meeting yesterday morning at the invita- 
tion of committee chairman Dawud Muhammad Sulayman. During the meeting, 
which was attended by House Speaker 'Akif al-fayiz, the committee decided 
that the 1,500 tons of olive oil which the Ministry of Supply will buy from 
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the West Bank governorates and districts will be divided as follows: 35 
percent from Nabulus, 25 percent from Janin, 20 percent from Tulkarm and 
Qalqilyah, and 20 percent from Ramallah. Dawud Muhammad Sulayman paid tribute 
to the government's step which is aimed at supporting West Bank farmers and 
buying their olive oil, and which came in reply to Hise Majesty King 

Husayn's directives concerning the bolstering of our people's steadfastness 

in the occupied territories. Dawud Sulayman said the first shipment of West 
Bank olive oil arrived on 20 December. He added that the government's decision 
to buy olive oil from the West Bank was well-received by our people in the 
occupied part of our land. [Text] [Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 23 Dec 86 pp l, 
20 JIN] /9738 


BRITAIN TO DOUBLE AID--~AL-NAHAR has learned from a reliable source in Amman 
that the British Government has decided to double its aid, presented in the 
form of grants, to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to 6 million pounds 
sterling annually during the next five years. [Text] [Jerusalem AL-NAHAR 
in Arabic 26 Dec 86 p 1 TA] /9738 


CSO: 4400/94 


30 








SYRIA 


COFFEE SHORTAGES, BLACK MARKET DISCUSSED 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 27 Nov 86 p 4 
[Article by Hisham Bashir: "Supply Bottlenecks and Black Market" ] 


[Text] After coffee became noticeably available in the markets in recent 
months, this commodity has suddenly disappeared anew. A frown covers the 
faces of coffee merchants whenever anybody asks them about its availability 
and a number of rumors have been spread about this commodity, led by the rumor 
that there is a tendency to raise coffee prices. The minister of supply's 
statement denying this tendency has not dampened this rumor's ardor. 


What is the story of the disappearance of coffee? Is it a real or fabricated 
disappearance? Where does this story lead us? 


When coffee prices rose considerably at the international level, it was 
decided to ration coffee and to sell it in rations depending on the number 
of a family's members. The ration coupons were introduced. 


A number of months passed on the experiment and it became apparent that our 
coffee consumption had, theoretically, increased because every citizen began 
to seek coffee, regardless of whether he was used to drinking coffee or not. 
Because there was a big difference at the time between the government-subsi- 
dized coffee price and the price of coffee in neighboring countries, monopo- 
lists began to collect coffee coupons from families who did not consume coffee 
and to smuggle coffee from the governorates with smaller coffee consumption 

to the governorates with greater consumption and from the country to the out- 
side world, thus leading to a major, but imaginary, increase in coffee con- 
sumption. 


As a result and because coffee is considered a luxury, semi-luxury, or at 
least a non-essential commodity, the system of supplying it by coupons was 
abolished, the coffee price was raised to make it close to prices in neighbor- 
ing countries, and the commodity was sold freely to whoever wanted it. 


The new price reduced consumption greatly and allowed the commodity to be 
comfortably available in the markets. We no longer saw the columns of people 
waiting to get their turn for a half a pound of coffee, but rather saw coffee 
merchants smiling at the customer. Moreover, some merchants started complain- 
ing--and I don't know how true this is--about their small sales and some of 
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them told me that they planned to change their business because of the small 
number of buyers. 


Let us return to the story of the current disappearance of coffee. I say 
that I have learned from reliable supply sources that the coffee merchants’ 
allotments have been delivered to them in full and in the same quantity as 
before the price was raised even though the consumption has dropped to a 
little less than one half what it was. If this is true, and I believe it 
is, then I assume the following scenario: 


The coffee merchant collects his allotment in bags; he roasts, grinds, and 
sells a part of the allotment and then stores the remaining part either direct- 
ly or in stores belonging to those who have become accustomed to monopolizing 
any commodity. When the Consumer Establishment suspends distribution tempo- 
rarily, the merchants stop roasting and grinding, even though they have sup- 
plies in store, and begin to spread rumors to justify their selling "under 

the counter" at multiplied prices, thus creating the crisis." 


I will not talk of the transient coffee crisis because I believe it will have 
been solved by the time this column is published, considering that large quan- 
tities of coffee have been delivered to the country and that their distribution 
has perhaps started. Moreover, more quantities are on their way to Latakia 
Port. I just wanted to cite an example which perhaps largely shows how supply 
crises are fabricated and created for no reason other than some monopolist's 
wish to greedily exploit people, using a flaw in the system of the distribution 
of state-controlled commodities to the semi-retailers and retailers, and in 

the method of delivering goods to the citizens, even through the state-control- 
led retail centers. 


Yes, it is a flaw in the system. Else, what does it signify when the state 
distributes quantities of various food supplies exceeding the quantities dis- 
tributed in a corresponding month last year--taking into consideration the 
population growth, as the supply officials declare in numerous statements-- 
and when, despite this, almost constant supply bottlenecks develop in certain 
commodities at the same time when we find that these commodities are available, 
but at multiplied prices, from those who monopolize them and who, we find 

it most likely, cooperate with some weak-spirited people? 


This flaw in the distribution system dictates a serious scientific study of 
this system, taking into consideration all the gaps inevitably shown to exist 
in the system by long years of application. We presume that this study will 
expose the weak-spirited, if they exist, who make it easy for the monopolists 
to get what they want. 


In such a case, we assume that a new system of distribution will come into 
existence, that this system will guarantee that food supplies are delivered 

to those who merit them, that it will abolish the black market, and will bring 
the monopolists and the weak-spirited courts so that they may issue their 

just and deterrent sentence against those who scorn the people's and the coun- 
try's interests. 


8494/7358 
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REASONS FOR CURRENCY LAWS ANALYZED 





London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 3-9 Dec 86 pp 30-31 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Rashid: "Campaign Against Currency Smugglers; 
Syria: Pursuing Currency Market and Fighting Economic Boycott"] 


[Text] Last September, the Syrian government launched a campaign against 
those who smuggle local and foreign currencies to the outside world and 
announced at the time that strict penalties will be applied to those who vio- 
late the financial laws, such as ‘hose who sell or purchase currencies outside 
the framework of the officially licensed banks prevailing until that time. 


Syria's economic conditions no longer permit the continued presence of the 
black market, which has weakened the Syrian pound, in addition to the diffi- 
cult economic conditions being experienced by the country. To underline its 
forceful intervention to end the illegal currency activity, the Syrian govern- 
ment issued a number of decrees containing harsh penalties to contraveners-- 
penalties ranging from a 15-year prison term to a 25-year term for anybody 
proven to have smuggled local or foreign currencies, tourist checks, promissory 
notes, or similar articles. The strict penalties even covered those who try 
to, or participate in the sale or purchase of foreign currencies and similar 
items and those who circulate them inside Syria. The penalty for such contra- 
veners is set at a 3-10 year prison term. 


A Type of Discipline 


From the Syrian pound's declining value, from the drop in Syria's oil exports, 
and from the drought which the country has experienced and which has harmed 
the agricultural crops since 1983, it is evident that the Syrian government 
has not had many options available to it to overcome the financial crisis 
other than to try to control the Syrian pound and to regualte domestic eco- 
nomic activity. Since the Syrian authorities began to openly adopt their 
decrees to tackle the difficult economic conditions, such as the decree regu- 
lating import activities via the Syrian ports, in an attempt to control the 
illegal import activities via the Lebanese ports, the Syrian market has 
experienced some disipline at the domestic level. But the problem of specula- 
tion in the Syrian pound in foreign markets, particularly in the Lebanese 

and neighboring markets, persists. The Syrian authorities have accused 
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"foreign forces" of trying to weaken the Syrian pound by dumping millions 

of Syrian pounds in the neighboring markets at once. As a solution, the Syrian 
government has raised the value of the Syrian pound and has reinforced its 
banks with additional amounts of foreign currencies. 


On the other hand, the Syrian government has backed down on its previous decrees 
concerning the circulation of jewelry which had established tight controls 

on such circulation outside the officially licensed banks and establishments. 
Decrees announced by Dr Muhammad al-'Imadi, Syria's minister of economy, 2 
weeks ago state that the citizens may deal in jewelry manufactured domestical- 
ly and permit the citizens to bring jewelry into the country or take it outside 
the country as personal articles. The government has maintained its ban on 

the circulation of precious metals and on (ingots) outside the official banks 
and markets. 


British Pressure 


As a result of the campaign Britain has led against Syria since Nizar liindaw! 
was tried on the charge of attempting to blow up an Israeli airliner and Syria 
was accused of taking part in the operation, Britain has succeeded to a degree 
in dragging the other EEC members to agree to economic sanctions agairct Syria, 
including suspension of the aid agreed upon between the EEC and the Syrian 
government. The EEC will not be able to suspend all aid because Syria has 
received so far nearly 70 percent of the aid which exceeds $99 million. It 

is possible that the EEC Council will reconsider its economic sanctions against 
Syria next January when the system of voting in the European Council will 
change after the number of members is increased. The system of decision by 
majority will be applied instead of the current consensus system. 


The European sanctions against Syria include suspension of aid for European 
wheat sales to Syria. Last year, Syria imported 386,000 tons of wheat and 
flower. In response to this step, the Syrians may take advantage of the on- 
going war between Europe and the United States for the wheat market. Damascus 
has already applied for the purchase of 700,000 tons of U.S. wheat. 


The other sanctions, including the restrictions on air traffic with Syria, 
have not been very effective. Even the Japanese government's decision to 
observe the EEC decisions, even though Japan is not an EEC member, will not 
be effective in the area of aviation because there is no air route between 
the two countries. Moreover, Japan has recently strengthened its economic 
relations with Svria by supporting Syrian energy projects. 


In any case, the economic sanctions imposed against Syria seem to be symoolic 
in nature. The British firms operating in Syria are limited in number and 
engaged in small projects, such as the water and sewerage networks in the 
cities of Hims and Hamah, totaling in value nearly $20 million. One British 
firm will lose a contract valued at $50 million for the construction of an 
electricity plant. It is expected that this project will be ultimately 
awarded to a Japanese firm. 
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Syria's economic problem is not tied so much to the political campaign launch- 
ed against it as it is tied to the weak economy of the area as a whole. 
Syria's economy is tied to the oil economy, considering that Syria is a coun- 
try which imports and exports oil and which has large numbers of workers in 
the Arab oil exporting countries. Syria imports nearly 200,000 barrels of 

oil daily which are refined at the Hims and Baniyas refineries. The drop 

in oil prices may be in the interest of the bill for the imported oil. But 
this drop has negatively affected Syria's exports of heavy oil which Syria 
cannot use in its refineries. It is to be noted that Syria now turns to the 
free markets to purchase oil, even after agreement was reached with the Iranian 
government to end a sharp dispute which emanated from the accumulated debts 
owed by Syria as a result of its Iranian oil purchases. The dispute included 
the price per barrel of oil which Syria gets at a special price. 


Syria hopes that the production of Dayr al-Zawr oilfield, which is expected 
to reach full production capacity next year, will reduce the country's oil 
imports for local consumption. 


Debt Problem 


The austerity measures to which the Syrian authorities resorted have contribu- 
ted to reducing the government's general spending. This is in addition to 

the new economic measures to facilitate the foundation of private firms. It 
is thus expected that these measures will enhance the domestic economy's 
activity and will reduce the government's burden. This development is com- 
patible with the primary conditions the international funds demand in order 
that they may advance further loans and aid. 


The list of accumulated debts owed by the government treasury shows that the 
figure has amounted to $3.5 billion, in addition to an unknown figure repre- 
senting the debts of the Syrian military purchases from the Soviet Union, 
keeping in mind that the military spending amounts to one third the country's 
general spending. MIran, one of the countries to which Syria is indebted, is 
demanding $1 billion for oil purchases whose cost has not been paid yet. An 
additional $1 billion is owed to western banks and financial establishments. 


Improvement in Cotton Exports 


Syria has seen the first bit of good news in the agricultural area, consider- 
ing that it is expected that the 1985-86 season will yield high production 

now that there are signs that the drought which has afflicted the arable lands 
since 1983 has ended. The preliminary figures indicate that the value of 
Syria's cotton exports--which are a major Syrian export crop--for the 1985- 

86 season will amount to nearly $135 million, compared to last year's cotton 
exports which amounted to $107 million. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ARTICLE CONSIDERS PUBLIC HEALTH CONDITIONS IN JOWZJAN 
Kabul HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR in Dari 7 Oct 86 p 2 


[Text] The comprehensive reconstruction of all aspects of life involves each and every person. The 
primary purpose of reconstruction, as expressed in the 19th plenum of the Central Committee of 
the Democratic Party of the People of Afghanistan, includes moving beyond words to action, 
eliminating deficiencies and improving methods of work. At the present time the matter of 
reconstruction entails a critical approach to responsibilities and advance planning to eliminate 
difficulties in every area. Such a reconstruction, which has begun in recent months throughout 
the country in party and social organizations and democratic bodies, shows the correctness of this 
policy and the concern everyone has for it. The reconstruction of recent months may be seen as a 
party political accomplishment. On this basis, the newspaper HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR 
has systematically reflected the experiences and problems of reconstruction in all areas, and, by 
profiting from mistakes and pointing out positive experiences, it has participated in this great and 
perpetual battle. 


In the report below, HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR’s special correspondent studies the public 
health situation in the Province of Jowzjan: Work must be approached critically and creatively. 
This is what the party wants, and the goal of reconstruction is also concerned with this 
matter. We see what changes the revolution has brought in the life of the people, how it has 
liberated the great power of the masses, and how it has facilitated creativity, innovation, 
reconstruction and public enthusiasm. 


While we affirm the gains of the revolution, at the same time we have no fear of criticizing 
shortcomings. The power of reconstruction is embedded in this matter, because as Comrade Najib 
has said, “Criticism and self-criticism is a real power capable of activating the entire mechanism 
of the basic revolution, and having an effect in speeding solutions to revolutionary problems.” 
Here we are looking at the public health situation in the province of Jowzan. We begin with the 
District of Sarpol: The District of Sarpol in the Province of Jowzan has a population of 13,369. It 
has a health center with a doctor, a nurse, and an administrative official. The center has a 
complete building which had 13 beds in 1358 [21 March 1979 — 20 March 1980]. Currently only 
two rooms of that building are used by the health center. The rest of the building houses the 
People’s District Council, the People’s Municipal Council, and the District Commissariat. Dr ‘Abd 
ol-Hamid, who has been assigned to this center since the first of Saratan [22 June] of the current 
year, said: Every day 40 to 50 people are examined and treated at this center. Our health center 
does not have drugs of any kind, and we obtain four or five kinds of drugs as contributions to help 
the people from the city’s pharmacies. Province public health authorities have not sent drugs of 
any kind to our center. Common diseases such as tuberculosis, dysentery, measles and whooping- 
cough are rampant in this district. 
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The district of Aqcheh also has a health clinic with four public health employees. The public 
health office of the district of Saraf has eight employees. This clinic also has no drugs. When we 
go to the district of Darzab, there is absolutely no health clinic there. To get answers to our 
questions we went to the public health officials of the Province of Jowzan. On the grounds of the 
public health building is a private clinic belonging to the city of Shabarghan which was damaged 
by an earthquake in 1360 [21 March 1981 — 20 March 1982] and judged unusable by the 
Technical Council of the Ministry of Health. However, in 1362 [21 March 1983 — 20 March 
1984] and 1363 [21 March 1984 — 20 March 1985] some dilapidated secondary buildings near 
the clinic were renovated with the help of the citizenry at a cost of 800,000 afghanis. This clinic 
now has 24 makeshift beds, a number of ragged foam-rubber mats and some others which are 
worn and faded. Some of the mats have liners, others do not. The situation in the private clinic is 
painful. An official of the Jowzan Province Public Health Office said: The clinic has hospitalized 
350 patients in the first five months of the current year [21 March — 22 August 1986], examined 
and treated 1,025 persons in the various polyclincs and vaccinated 1,979 persons. The clinic has 
no medical equipment or supplies. The clinic’s blood bank was activated a year ago, but there is 
no blood there to be given to those who require it. This year’s drug allottment from the public 
health authorities has not yet arrived, and although the public health office cashier was sent to the 
Ministry of Health four months ago to obtain drugs, the drugs have not yet arrived. In answer to 
a question, the public health official said: The province public health office is responsible for five 
health clinics in the districts of Aqcheh, Sarpol, Qarqin, sangcharak and Darzab. Of these, the 
proposal to activate the Darzab health clinic was submitted to the Ministry of Health in 1364 [21 
March 1985 — 20 March 1986] but so far there has been no answer. A single nurse does all the 
work at the Qargin health clinic. There is no health clinic at all at Sangcharak. The health 
official said: There is a great deal of tuberculosis in the province. The tuberculosis department 
exists only in name, and there has been no serious anti-tuberculosis campaign in the province. 
There are absolutely none of the appropriate drugs for this task in the province. They are on sale 
in the city’s pharmacies for 200 to 220 afghanis per package, and patients and their attendants 
are unable to buy them. 


This is the public health situation in the province of Jowzjan. All of the people see and fee! this. 
They demand vigorous and energetic action by party and government officials, and finally by 
officials in these affairs. 

Reconstruction in Jowzjan requires the serious attention of the province party committee and the 


Ministry of Health. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ECONOMIC PLAN FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION UNDERWAY 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 10 Nov 86 p 2 


[Text] An important indicator of social conditions is the procurement of employment for all of the 
people in order to eliminate unemployment. Serious attention must be given to the organization of 
economic affairs. The development of all phases of the national economy primarily entails the 
development of industry, on the one hand for the purpose of industrializing and developing society, 
and on the other hand to create new areas of employment for larger numbers of those able to 
work in the national economy and to assist in raising the quality of material and spiritual life for 
workers. 


In general the industrial sector, as one of the greatest areas of the economy, has a valued and 
important position in the growth and development of the economy, because as the result of 
developing industries, especially heavy industries and the process of industrializing, which makes 
great use of material and national resources, as well as manpower and natural resources such as 
rock coal, natural gas, petroleum, iron and other raw materials, a new economic structure with a 
new quality is established. As the result of this the volume of production of material blessings 
rises and the groundwork is laid for full employment. 


It must be added that in terms of social and political characteristics, the development of industry 
strengthens worker solidarity and produces growth in the productive forces. The growth and 
organization of this class expedites and secures the development of the economy in every respect, 
qualitatively and quantitatively. For the party and the revolutionary government today, in 
addition to establishing security, stopping bloodshed and procuring national peace, which are top 
priority goals, the elimination of economic backwardness and the growth of productive forces are 
prominent and urgent responsibilities. 


According to the working plan of the Democratic Party of the People of Afghanistan, “In our 
country the basic large industries were centralized in the public sector from the beginning, and 
this has been a significant help in assembling Afghanistan’s industrial workers.” 


Special attention is thus given to the power of the revolution for the growth and development of 
industry in the public sector, which is the basic driving force for the national economy, and 
practical steps have been taken in this area to create material foundations and strengthen 
industry. 


Measures have been taken by the party and the government to revitalize and renew the structure 
of existing institutions and build new institutions, securing them in a better way with raw 
materials and electircal energy, improving the organization of labor and to provide for their 
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assured safety, and this makes it possible not only for industrial production to be protected in 
positive ways, but to expedite it, so that industrial production increased 28 percent between the 
years 1360 [21 March 1981 — 20 March 1982] and 1364 [21 March 1985 — 20 March 1986). 
Likewise in 1364, compared to the year 1359 (21 March 1980 — 20 March 1981], the extraction 
of rock coal increased 22 percent, the production of light industries increased 19 percent, the 
production of foodstuffs increased 64 percent, the production of machine industries and metal 
working was 2.9 times greater, and the production of construction materials was seven times 
greater, and these gains were made under the extraordinarily difficult conditions of the undeclared 
war. Likewise, based on the basic directions of economic and social development set by the 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan, just as an extensive and comprehensive program has been set 
for the next five years for the economic, social, political and cultural development of society and 
for its prosperity, where the aim is to raise the quality of life for all the nation’s workers in the 
public sectors, in the country’s industrial sector as well basic attention has been given to the 
growth of the government sector and creating material foundations to industrialize revolutionary 
Afghanistan. In the next five years a total of 62 projects have been planned in the extraction and 
production industries, which will grow in the desired fashion. 


In the years of the nation’s first five-year plan an oil refinery will be built, the volume of natural 
gas extraction will reach the level of at least 2.7 billion cubic meters, and the volume of oil 
extraction will rise to 100,000 tons per year. Likewise the volume of rock coal extraction will be 
2.6 times greater and in the year 1369 [21 March 1980 — 20 March 1991) it will reach 270,000 
tons. 


Based on the above figures the growth of the economy and society will accelerate, and the 
country’s economic and social face will change to that same extent, and greater resources will be 
available for expanding productive capacity, the growth in the quantity and quality of the labor 
force, social services, improved quality of life for the masses of people, and the strengthening of 
the country’s defensive capability. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES DEMONSTRATING STEADY GROWTH 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 12 Nov 86 p 4 


[Text] As collective institutions, cooperatives play a major role in organizing the villagers, 
providing services and strengthening the national economy. Therefore to whatever extent the 
collective institutions and cooperatives in the country can achieve better growth, extensive and 
important steps will be taken with the same speed and ease in the development of the country’s 
agriculture and economy. 


‘Abd al-Zaher Behbud, chief of the Shindand District Agricultural Cooperatives Union, made the 
above remarks in answer to a question from ANIS’ correspondent. He said: In view of the 
economic and social importance of the agricultural cooperatives in the country, agricultural 
cooperatives have also been created in Shindand District in 1358 [21 March 1979 — 20 March 
1980], numbering a total of ten today. These cooperatives, which were launched with a total 
investment of two million afghanis, now have a combined membership of 4,000 rural people. 


He added: Therefore ten consumer cooperatives and one handicraft industries cooperative have 
been created and are active in Shindand District and are providing agricultural and industrial 
services. 


In addition to solving various problems for the rural people, the consumer and handicraft 
industries cooperatives play an outstanding role in organizing workers. 


He explained: There are now five tractors in the hands of the Union of Cooperatives, and they are 
being used for agricultural work to help the rural people. The rural peopie of this district, and 
especially the members of the agricultural cooperatives, may easily prepare their land for 
cultivation using tractors. 


The creation of consumer cooperatives is also very important in bettering the lives and the 
economy of rural people, because workers may obtain their commodities, necessities and food 
easily and at a reasonable price. Likewise the handicraft industries cooperative is another positive 
step which has been useful and effective in promoting the weaving of carpets and rugs in this 
district. 


He explained: For the purpose of creating order and discipline in the just distribution of water and 
alleviating the problems of the rural people of the District of Shindand with irrigation water, 47 
rural councils have been created. Experienced, honest and respectable rural people are members 
of these counc!' and. understanding their responsibility. they always cooperate in the distribution 
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of water for rural people. As a result of the constant activities of the rural councils, agricultural 
work has been facilitated, land reforms have been implemented, and rural problems have been 
comprehensively solved. 


In conclusion he said: The only problem this district has is the shortage of water. The 
appropriate officials have been contacted concerning the need for sufficient water, and the desires 
of the people of Shindand have been conveyed to officials. 


With the completion of the Danak hydroelectric plant, the problems of all rural people and orchard 
owners will be solved, and then, without exaggeration, the greatest hydroelectric turbine will go 
into operation. At that time agriculture and industry will grow and prosper together in this 
district. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


COOPERATIVE BANKS ESTABLISHED IN KABUL 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 12 Nov 86 p 4 


[Text] Day by day the cooperative movement is expanding and growing as fast as possible in our 
country. Various cooperatives are being established in different areas, and they are performing a 
worthy service in meeting the needs of the people and stabilizing market prices. 


Among the first consumer cooperatives are the cooperative banks which have been established and 
gone into operation in Kabul. Our correspondent discussed this matter with an official source from 
the cooperative banks and prepared the report below. 


The cooperative banks were among the first consumer cooperatives in the city of Kabul, 
established in the month of Saratan 1359 [22 June — 22 July 1980]. The first branch was 
opened in the month of Sonbolah [23 September — 22 August] with initial capital of three million 
afghanis and 1,112 members. The membership of this cooperative has now reached 4,600 and its 
capital is now more than 7,500,000 afghanis including that of its membership and a long-term 
loan from the Cooperative Development Center and several years of its interest. This cooperative 
has 12 branches, including seven branches for members and four branches (including *’:e 
automobile branch). It freely provides necessary goods to the people of the city of Kabui at 
reasonable prices averaging from five to 15 percent cheaper than the market price. 


It must be added that this cooperative now has an automobile branch which provides the people 
with goods they need at a spot opposite the large Afghan store and at other points in the city. 
Membership in the consumer bank cooperative is open to anyone. Any adult citizen living in 
precinct two of the city of Kabul may join and obtain a membership card and a merchandise 
coupon from the Cooperative Administration for a membership fee of 50 afghanis and an 
enrollment fee of 500 afghanis. In order to help new members, there is the possibility of paying 
this money in installments. 


Since the cooperative is a social organization and was created for the purpose of serving society 
and providing consumer goods such as raw materials, clothing, containers, sandals and other 
things, our other citizens may also obtain the goods they need from the four free cooperative 
banks at Karteh Parvan, Shahr-e Now, Sinema Pambar, and opposite the large Afghan store. 
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PAPERS REPORT REMARKS BY BNP CHAIRMAN 

‘Exclusive’ Interview 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 19 Dec 86 pp l, 9 
[Article by Jaglul Alam] 


[Text ] 


date his own position at the 
cost of the sufferings of the 
people, and his admunistra- 


BNP Chairman Khaleda 
Zia said that after the “‘so 


> le ” . vs * . 
tal ll oo oh wae tion was completely _ 
ap ie tome toon °° She saul, on one band 


country ina newer turm er er ; 
and “unwritten” proctam- the slogans of withdsawal 
of martial law were being 


ation; accompanied by poli- . : 
tical and econom} tod raised frequenily while on 
acal an a the other hand, — political 


sion have reached theirs tights to hold public meet- 


- ive i : ings at certain laces and 
In an exclusive interview IBZ ai p 


with Holiday last Wednesday holding of public —railics 
she said that her party was were being restricted, and 
taking all-out preparations the question of press free- 
for launching a broad- based dom was set aside by the 
wovement aiming at restor- unwritten policy of the 
ation of the peopie’s rights government. 


through a meaningful, repre- “Prices of cosumer items 
sent.) Oma und po i have reached an al!-time high 


iion. and are beyond the reach ot 


Khaleda Zia said that oe He. Sp 
the BNP was already on the pression on the farn- 
“movement path’) and new ers in the name 
action programs for tite of recovering agricultural 
movemeni would be aunc- credits, patronizing the 
unced soon. smugglers inthe name of 

She said thai the BNP had banning of import of certain 
alseady evaluated the exist- items have been a common 
ing political situation of the practice of the government 
country. The evaluation ignoring the day to day 
revealed that Presidenz sufferings of the mass,’’ she 
Ershad was not at ail sincere added. 
in restoring people’s rights She said that only ‘a 
in the true sense and was government which was elec- 
rather interested {0 consoli- ted without the representa- 
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tion of the people could 
operate such rules. 

The BP chairman said 
that the people aod her party 
did not accept the manner 
in which the presidential 
election was held and it was 
reflected in the election when 
‘“‘not even one percent’ of 
the voters had participated. 

‘So the present govern- 
ment cannot be considered 
as a tepresentative govern- 
ment and all its acts and 
deeds should be deemed as 
illegal,” she asserted. 

She iterated that the 
government and its parlia- 
ment, which .vas not elected 
by the’ people, do not 
have any right to put their 
hands on the people’s Cons- 
titution of the country. The 
Seventh Amendment of the 
Constitution was itself 
illegal and as such no rules 
of the present government 
Shuuld be considered as 
part of law, she said, 

She said that while issues 
like the 5-point demands 
had received a ‘natural 
death” the BNP’s present 
movement aims at only one 
issue that being the removal 
of the present government 
through a vigorous move- 
ment of the toiling masses, 





She said that her party 
had been maintaining close 
connections with the demo- 
cratic forces including. the 
5-party alliance, the 7-party 


components and others to’ 


give the next program a 
new impetus. She urged 
all the democratic 
forces to be united on the 
aforementioned issue. 

Khaledz Zia said that the 
liaison committee of the 7- 
party combine andthe 5- 
party alliance has been 
tevived with immediate 
effect with a view to reficc- 
ting the people’s opinion on 
the movement and accor- 
dingly informal talks bet- 
ween the leaders have 
already been started. 


She said, that simulta-_ 


meously her party has taken 
up aD extensive program to 
strengthen the BNP and its 


organs. Accordingly a coun- : 
cil convention of its student. 


organ has been held, pre- 


parations are afoot to hold. 


of the district committec of 
the party are being o/gani- 
zed to set up branches up to 
the grassroot level. 

Khaleda Zia iterated 
that programs were being 
launched to resist the 
‘“‘arranged game’’ between 
the government and the 
“so-called opposition”’. 

Pointing to the activities 
of seme components of the 
8-party alliance Khaleda 
Zia said, those who had 
lodged: their protest against 
the holding of the sessions 
of the National Assembly 
on November 10 and parti- 
Cipated in a countrywide 
general strike, were now 
Preparing themselves to 
attend the next session of 
the parliament. 

She said that politics of 
these ‘‘so-called opposition” 
have already been rejected 
by the people and the people 
have realized that the elec- 
tions were ‘nothing but an 
‘arranged game’ between 


their best efforts to help the, 
government consolidate its 
strength should not at all be 
— as ition 4 

y were the partners of: 
the present “quasi-military”’ | 
rulers. 

Khaleda Zia said that: 
removal of the present: 
government and condemoing 
the “so-called opposition’ 
were the only solution to 
ensuring people’s basic fun- 
damental rights with the 
active response of ‘the 
people. ; 

About her. recent much- 
discussed Saudi visit she 
Said that it was nothing but 
a goodwill visit to Saudi 
Arabia during which some 
religious acts were perfor- 
med and it was never linked 
with any political or other 
objective. | ": 

She said that she did not 
exchange any political views 
with anyone in Saudi Arabia 
and could not ascertain why 
the Bangladesh envoy to 





the convention of the youth’ the government and those 
front while the conventions parties. 


She said, those who put 


that country was called by 
the Bangladesh government., 


Speech at Dhaka Meeting 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Dec 86 pp 1, 10 


[Text ] Begum Khaleda Zia, Chair- | Golam. Hafiz, Mr. Mostafizur 
man EBangladesh Nationalist Rahman Secretary-Genesal of 
Party (BNP) and leader of the the party, Earrister Abdus 
Seven-party Alliance on Thurs Salam \TalukdarsDr. Mosharrat. 
day called upon all the demo- Hossain, Major General (retd) 
cratic and nationalist political Majedul Huq Mirza Abdul 
forces to forge g strong. unity | Halim were present et the meet 


ing. . 
Mr. Abul Kashem, former 


President of Bangladesh Jatiya~ 
what she called Present gues tabadi Jubo Dal, Barrister Abul 


tic regime. 
the’ inau- Hasnat and Mr. K.M. Obaidur 
oan pn ee ial exe Rahman were . conspicuously 
of 


Begum 
g was dissoived ee 
presided over by Abbas, of Bangladesh Jatiyatnbadi Ju 
Convener of the Central Com- Dal and formed a conveniug 


atiyatas committee with Mirza Abbas as 


Leaders of the Bangladesh in the youth front of the party. 
Nationalist Party including Virze §-_[t_ was, however patched up at 
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Begum Zia called upon the 
people to demonstrate the same 
spirit of national unity as they 
did during the War of Indepen 
dence in 1971, 


them. 
Begum Zia alleged that Pre-. 
sident Ershad was trying to 


ment was without any economic 


‘planning ‘and direction. It ‘has 
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REPORTAGE ON GORBACHEV VISIT CONTINUES 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Dec 86 p 8 


Former Ambassador's Assessment 


[By L.K. Gujral, former Indian Ambassador in Moscow] 


[Text ] 


AIF E nae ict ater Fister oF Trey Ter 
: .perienced her legendary smile but 


we 
have witnessed the persuasive charm of the 
Gorbachev couple that indeed: made its 


. Gorbachev was born in 1931—-much 

‘October Revolution—and. unlike 
predecessors, he could not participate in 
war. Again unlike Brezhnev and most of 


iit 
a 


Wives keep low profile 

As a continuation of lutionary. tradi- 
the wives and children of the Soviet lea. 
do not share the public glamour of 
i¢ husbands or parents. They do not at- 
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social t gave us an 
came tate of seve- 
ral dignitaries. The shrewd wives of dip- 
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, the 
homes of leaders. As a matter of fact no dip- 
lomat has ever had an idea about their 
home addresses. 


of the Panchsheel doctrine. Whereas the 
Bandung declaration spelt out norms of inter- 
national iour in the decolonised world, 
the ten points of. the Deihi pronouncement 
point out the conduct rujes that alone can 
ensure survival of humanity in peaceful co- 
existence, since, as the Prime Minister said. 
“. the disaster may never be willed, it might 


just happen one lazy afternoon 


__In private and in public, Mr. Gorbachev 
talked about his “Asian-Pacific security” per- 
ception. it is not yet a cut and dried scheme, 
and it cannot be. But as an idea it should be 
welcome because it perceives an ail inclu- 


agreements. — 
= sa epee marae haameneaiema 
had a similar vision. 


tegy in this region as a danger to ail littoral 
States of the Indian ocean. Though the 


strateg 
to contain the impact of Khomeini-ism in the 
Arab Worid. At its benest about 50,000 Pa- 
kistan armed personnel are working in vari- 
Qus armies and air forces of the Arab worid. 


sure thé Soviet side similarly when they 
unsure about the Indian efforts to normal 


are slippery clients. We have 
perience them...”. 
All the same 't is imprudent to seek anti- 


cipatory assurances the 
is still full of a series of ‘ifs’ and ‘buts. 


to depend primarily on our own expertise 
and so far our achivements are not unsatisfac - 
tory. While we may seek information and in- 
strumentation wherever available, the set- 





» AT She. ephere:lek “ecoriomic “Gooperauon 

~-fer . pe ~ werd 
ead mat hb es ‘to 
Indo-Soviet 


kerosene and high-speed diese! and fertili- 
zers from the Soviets. Due to a sharp dec- 


‘In addition to oil products we buy 
newsprint, metals, defence hardware and 
machinery. Our military equipment is purcha- 
sed on long-term credit basis so only the in, 
stalments due are reflected in the trade plan. ' 

During the sixties and part of the seven- 
ties we were setting up heavy industries 
with Soviet assistance. This has now taper- 
ed off. indian industry, particularly the pri- 
vate sector, does only little shopping in the 


versely. _ _ _ 
*. In the bilateral talks it.has been agreed 
that we buy some ‘additional oil to bridge 
the gap. But this temporary remedy cannot 
take care of the projected large swing in the 
trade for nearly five years now. ‘The imbal- 
has persisted causing shortfalis in an- 
| trade. Abrupt cuts in Soviet buyings 
have harmed some industrial enterprises 
Capital investment assuming 

inuity of orders. 


Ten years ago the USSR had iven us a 
eS SS ee ee or several 


projects but we have utilised only one-fourth 
of it so far. With the new credit we now 
have nearty Rs. 4,000 crores at our disposal 


on which interest is payable. How do we pro- 
pose to utilise this mounting accumulation 
of rouble balances? 
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Letters to Gandhi 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 17 Dec 86 p 4 


[Text ] 
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From Our Correspondent 


New Delhi, Dec. 16: The Soviet 
leader, Mr Mikhail Gorbachyov, 
has said the recent Indo-Soviet 
dialogue in New Delhi will result 
in a “substantial increase of the 
potential of friendship and coop- 
eration” between the two coun- 
tries. 

In a letter written to Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, the Soviet leader says: 
“I completely share the satisfac- 
tion with the relationship of con- 
solidating friendship and mul- 
tifaceted cooperation between 
Soviet Union and India, express- 
ed by you, which as you properly 
note, have deep historica! roots, 
are time-tested, and developing 
consistently for the benefit of 
the peoples of our countries and 
constitute an important factor of 
peace and security in the whole 
world.” 

Mr Gorbachyov’s letter, which 
is addressed to Mr Gandhi in the 
latters capacity as Congress(1) 
president, is a rare personal ges- 
ture. The Congress(I) and the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union (CPSU) have no formal 
ties, - 

In a separate letter to the 
Prime Minister, the Soviet coun- 
cil of ministers has described Mr 
Gorbachyov’s recent visit to New 
Delhi as one of “exclusive and 
major significance”. The council 
has said the visit has given “a 
new and powerful impetus to the 
further development of the en- 
tire complex of Soviet-Indian re- 
lations.” 

“We are confident that the 
relationship of traditional 
friendship and fruitful coopera- 
tion between the Soviet Union 


and India, which are based on 


mutual respect and have become 
a major factor of peace and 
stability-stability in Asia and in 
the whole world, shall continue 
to strengthen and develop furth- 
er for the benefit of the peoples 
of the two countries.” 
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INDO-SOVIET SYMPOSIUM ON NATURAL PRODUCTS HELD 


Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Dec 86 p 9 


[Text ] 
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‘HYDERABAD, Dec. 8. 
Petey tte Sete sees Ot Have an 


200 indian scientists from a of the coun- 


be —— in the oa viet symposium 
;stry.. of natural products” which 
Began et Regional Research Laboratory 


= hora ae by the Indian National Sci- 
the Council of Scientific and In- 
dustrial etn a and the union Government's 


Départme : of Science and Technol $7 


arenes "RL Sheshadri of Delhi iniver- 
thi 

his welcome address, Dr. A. V: Rama Rao, 
Director of RRL, outlined the major contri- 


butions of Indian scientists in the chemistry of 


natural products and’ the activities of RAL. 


es- 
ially in pesticides, oils and fats. . . 
PRT Olen tae @ to are ved 


fegation. ~~ maetaaaaninie iit, 
ium. 


nS mode of forma- 
tion was a challenging 


The symposium voll des deal with the structure 
and synthesis of novel molesules, biclogicaily 
active samen products, biomimetic orma- 
tions and chira templates. Eleven plenary lec- 
tures, 60 invited lectures and 16 papers will be 
presented.—Our Staff Reporter 
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INDIA 


CORRESPONDENT REVIEWS ISSUES OF INDO-U.S. TRADE TALKS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Dec 86 p 28 


[Text ] 


WIDE range of bilateral issues relating to 
India's exports in the engineering and tex- 


tile sectors were dealt with at the recently con- : 


cluded trade talks between Indian and 
ficials in New Delhi. ' 


'S. of; 


It was pointed out by the officials represen- ' 
ting India that some of the actions of the U.S. | 
Government had affected Indian exports very | 
severely. The repeated resort to countervailing: 
duty and anti-dumping investigations, which con- . 


stitute a major non-tariff barrier against exports 
from this country, had hit India's trade interests. 
Certain iron castings, for instance, had been 
subjected to countervailing duty review, anti-dum- 
ping investigations and proceedings for escape 


clause action. India felt that the proceedings 


being used by American industrialists were 
aimed at harassing Indian exporters and dis- 


“. 


rupting trade flows from this country to the U.S. — 


Anti-dumping action 


It was also India's view that many of the ac- © 


tions taken in the U.S. against imports from 
India were not in conformity with the GATT 
Code on subsidies. In the recent preliminary de- 
termination in anti-dumping investigations on 
iron metal castings, the rebates under the /nter- 


national Price Reimbursement Scheme (IPRS) . 


had been treated as a countervaili 
disregard of the provisions of the GATT code. 
The Government of India was concerned at this 
action as the [PRS is an importart element in 
India's export incentive programme and is pro- 
posed to be extended from engineering to 
other sectors. 

In recent cases of anti-dumping investiga- 
tions, the U.S. authorities have been imposing 
duties on firms which had not been investigat- 
ed. As'these firms were not given an opportun- 
ity to present their case and the information 


-about them was not verified. there was no basis 


subsidy in . 


on which anti-dumping duties could be levied 
on them. The practice of the U.S. authorities to 
view the difference between packing credit 
rates and the highest rate of interest prevailing 
in India as a subsidy was also not in conformity 
with the definitions contained in the GATT code. 

It was pointed out by the indian officials that 
the practice of cumulating imports in determi- 
ning injury had nullified the protection afforded 
to small suppliers by the GATT law which re- 
quires that the existence of material injury is a 
pre-requisite for levying countervailing or anti- , 
dumping duty. : 

important issue raised by India at 

the bilateral talks was trading in textiles. The In- 
dian officials expressed their disappointment 
and concern at the extension of the fibre cover- 
age of the Multi-Fibre Agreement and stated 
that it was their hope that the opportunity pro- 
vided by the new round would be fully utilised 
to work out modalities for the return of the inter- 
national trade regime in textiles to the GATT 
framework. 
Restraints on clothing items 

On the Indo-U.S. bilateral textile agreement, 


‘the Indian sidé stated that it had entered into an 


agreement under Article 4 with the U.S. in the 
hope that security of access would be ensured. 
They, however, pointed out that stability had 
been repeatedly disturbed as a result of fre- 
quent calls for consultations. 

Another contentious issue which apes up 
at the meeting was the certification of hand- 
loom made up items. The U.S. had raised the 
needie and thread argument in July last year 
thus upsetting the original understanding. in 
spite of temporary reprieve the action caused 
much uncertainty. 

. The indian side suggested that the U.S. might 
give better access to Indian exports through lar- 
ger base rates as well as increased ‘lexibility 





S. 
law in this regard was not necessary in view of 
its inconsistency with UNCTAD and GATT de- 


nciple of non-reci = ° 
U.S. side took note of India’s concern 
about anti-dumping i j coun- 


ay that India’s continued eligibility for the 
or the composition of indian ucts elig- 
ible for the GSP would be affected. 

Other issues which came up included the Urug- 
uay- Round, India's export incentive pro- 
gramme, evolution of the import and tariff poli- 
cy of India. Motion pictures, procurement poli- 
cy of the ONGC, intellectual property and ship- 
ping issues also were discussed. 

e has been a sizable increase in non-oil 
exports from India, particularly in diamonds, 
pepper, cashew, coffee and readymade 

. Imports from the U.S. declined from 
1,084 millions in Ja -August last year to 
$1,005 millions during same period this 
year. 
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PLANS FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN INDIAN NAVY REPORTED 


Chief of Staff Meets Press 


Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Dec 86 p 9 


[Text ] 


From Our Special Correspondent 
NEW DELHI, Dec. 1. 

Work on the construction of indigenously designed warships will begin 
from July 1987 with the laying of keel of a guided missile destroyer 
and the commencement of design work for an aircraft carrier. This in- 
formation was given by the Chief of the Navai Staff, Admiral R.H. Tahili- 
— today at a press conference to mark the Navy Day on Decern- 

Admiral Tahiliani said that India had a small, but competent design capa- 
bility to begin work on the guided missile ship to enter service in 1991-92 
as a successor to the Godavari class vessels. The ship would be bigger 
than the 3,600-tonne Godavari and here more sophisticated armament 
and equi Countering reports to the contrary in the Western media, 
Admiral Tahiliani emphasised that India would not acquire a third carrier 
from abroad, but build one here. While some design assistance and 
technology may be acquired from abroad, the vessel would be built speci- 
fically for indian requirements. 

He added that it did not make much economic sense to a total de- 

sign from abroad when considerable modifications had to made to 
suit Our requirements. He said that the Defence Research and Develop- 
ment Organisation was now in a position to ensure that by the turn of the 
century, 95 per cent of the content of an Indian warship would be in- 
digenous compared to 65 . cent today. 
“Indian-made Corvette”: Admiral also announced that on December 
3, an Indian-made ‘Corvette’, INS Khukri, would be launched in Bombay. 
The ship is a successor to the frigate of the same name that was sunk in 
the Arabian sea during the Bangladesh war. The ship will be launched by 
Mrs. Sudha Mulla, wi of the gallant Captain who went down with the 
ship. 

Ezhimala naval : The naval chief said that several steps had | 
been taken up to ensure that these goais will be met. Among these was! 
the licence for the production of LM-2500 gas turbine engines by HAL for 
powering navy ships A larger graving dock was being buil at Bombay 
to take the Viraat (formerly Hermes) which is likely to join the Indian fleet 
some time next summer. Karwar base project will also add to the 
navy's capabilities and work on the Ezhimala Navai Academy in Kerala 
would also begin soon, he added. 


In response to a question, Admiral Tahiliani said that the Indian Navy's 
mission was sea control which implied protection of assets like island ter- 
ritories, the exclusive economic zones and India’s not inconsiderable 
merchant marine against an adversary in times of conflict rather than ‘sea 
denial’ which meant just the destruction of the enemy ships 
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Maritime reconnaissance: He admitted 


taken to augment 
ced one. With regard 


that tive ‘s maritime 

naissance bey tage somewhat thin at pontninat 3 steps ware being | 
is. He said that in other areas, the Navy was a baian- 

to aircraft carriers he noted that they were the most 


cost effective, anti-ship and anti-submarine platform and shore based 

craft could not perform the role intended for them especially in the detec 
tion of the submarine threat. Currently, the underwater threat was con- 
sidered potentially the most potent, he added. 


year: This year has been a significant one for the Indian 


navy * additi 
In ition to the purchase of the Viraat, 13 o ips joi 
force. These include INS Ranvir. an upgraded Radin olden Geena a 


INS Sindughosh, a Soviet built Kil 
marines of 


© class submarine. Two : 
the West German Type 209 class, INS Ribone ann INS 


Shankush, were commissioned in the Kiel 
’ NiSs yard. Two other i 
this class 7 9 built in the Docks in Bombay. jee 
gem phe Oundation laying of the big naval base at Karwar in Kar- 
’ ing at the future tasks of the navy, Admiral Tahiliani saw 
the protection of whatever legitimately belonged to the 
iS context, he spoke of the ocean resources which, he 


as ensuri 
country and in t 
said, would be t 


he key to future economic 


More on Press Conference 
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[Excerpts ] 


NEW DELHI, December 3 


"THERE is no proposal to buy a 
third aircraft carrier for the 
Indian navy. Besides the present 
carrier “Vikraut”, the second and 
bigger aircraft carrier of the navy, 
“Viraat”, will be launched next 
year. ot te deciened 
Future carriers will be designed in 
India itself. Indian design expc.ts are 
already working to build the first 
totally indigenously-designed aircraft 
carner. 

Stressing this at a press briefing on 
Monday, the naval chief Admiral R. H. 
Tahiliani said: “Today there is no type 
of ship which we cannot design”. 

PACT REACHED 

To continue the indigenisation 
thrust and in pursuit of the decision 
that all future destroyers of the Indian 
navy will be gas-turbine craft, building 
of LM 2500 gas turbines will be under- 
taken in India. An agreement has been 
conciuded with the General Electric 
Corporation (GEC) for the manufac- 


ture of these turbines under a licence in. 


India. 

Referring to the infrastructural de- 
velopment of the Indian navy, the 
admiral said naval aviation had been 
made more cohesive with the creation 
of the Flag Officer Naval Aviation 
(FONA) at Goa. Government approval 


had also been accorded for the creation 
of a Flag Officer Sumbmarines 
(FOSM) who would oversea all sub- 
marine training and maintenance 
aspects. 

To revolutionise and meet the de- 
mands of training that the new ships 
and equipment inducted in the navy 
warranted, all training establishments 
of the navy will be placed under the 
southern naval command. Work is also 
in progress at the new naval academy 
at Ezhimala. Construction of the new 
naval complex at Karwar, whose foun- 
dation stone was laid by the Prime 
Minister, will also help expand the 
activities of the Bombay base which 
was now 25] years old. 


The sanctioning of the se*ting up of 
a new dry dock in Bombay and a 
floating dry dock in Port Blair as well 
as the augmentation of the base repair 
facilities and the navai aircraft repair 
yard at Cochin were expected to meet 
the requirements of the new aircraft 
joining the navy. 

Answering newsmen’s questions, the 


development. 


naval chief said that he perceived the 
mission of the Indian navy more in the 
nature of sea control rather than sea 
denial. The navy was aware that it had 
to be in a state of preparedness to 
protect the nation’s mercantile and 
onshore assets and interests and take 
on any submarine, surface and air 
threat to the long coastline of the 
country spread over more than 7,500 
km with ten major and 200 intermedi- 
ate and small ports. 

He stressed that the Indian navy 
today had more missile power, better 
weapons systems and was no longer a 
mere coastal! navy. “We are prepared to 
take on anything afloat in the sea which 
symbolises aggression, wherever it is,” 
he said, thereby underlining that India 
now had an effective “blue-water” 
navy all set to defend the nation 
“against colonialism on the ocean.” 
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More Construction Plans 


From Our Staff Reporter 
VISAKHAPATNAM, Dec. 3. 


Vice-Admiral S. C. Chopra, Officer Com- 


manding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval . Visa- 


khapatnam. 

He told newsmen he.e today that the Visa- 

Port Trust had agreed to provide 

the loan for the runway. Once the runway was 

completed it would provide facilities for night 
landing and for. the landing of Airbuses. 


Vice-Admiral Chopra said the sanction of the 
second drydock in the 's prestigious 
naval d was on the anvil. It would take 
18 months for completion from the day of sanc- 
tion. A unit was being set up in the dockyard 
for carrying out magnetic tests to the ships. 


4600/1292 


this day i 1 the Indian Navy delivered 
na © Oe Pakistan navy. The signifi 
cance of this year's Navy Week was that the cele- 
brations have been planned in the capitals of 
the littoral States of the East Coast and Port 
Biair. The Andhra Pradesh Governor, Mrs. 
Kumudben Joshi, would be the chief guest at 
Te 0 Gaaen te Gat te tehdaasen 
© a question, id the of 
the Flag Officer Commanding for submarines 


vey ships stationed at V had car 
ried out hydrographic and the charts 
were being printed at Dehra on a commer- 


cial level. were found to be very useful to 
understand 


the topography of the ocean for 
safe sailing. ” 
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GANDHI ADDRESSES CONGRESS-I PARLIAMENTARY PARTY 
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[Text ] 


From Our Special Correspondent ° 

_ NEW DELHI, Dec. 8. 
The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, today’ 
suggested a national debate on terrorism as it 
not just another. crime but was a'new type 
which needed to be tackled differently 
normat crime. ee ee 
Constitution was framed naturally 
Constitution could not envis- 
would -deal with such a 


itionally the Centre had refrained from in- 
‘the subjects. enumerated in the 

; is to be a material change in 

our relationship with the States, the Centre has 
oct Girachy te renpect of List 2 hate List". 
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power vested in it by the law. he said. 
“However, let me reiterate”, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi 


ress (I) stand on the Ministry 
. Barnala, the Prime Minister 


mentary P 





said it was for the Akali Dal to strengthen Itserr 
in the legislature. There was nothing that the 
Congresa {D could do if the Ministry did not 

ve enough support in the legisiature. (Mr. R. 
Ny Panka, Secretary ofthe Congress (Pari 
arty, who briefed newsmen, maintain- 
Sd Gus the selerenee @ the Garala Wirteny 
was only incidental). 


ek Ee ode at 
ation of the and the visit of 
iat leader, Wr. IMikchen Gorbachen. 


Prime Minister made it clear that Prog 
them as quite good. He had gone 
them. soca wan Gaia 
ethnic pr qtr ceee fhm 
— on which clarifications had been 
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mism. This ‘was possible because of 
tion that India enjoyed ir the world today. Or 
else 
such respect not only by the Soviet Union but 
by other countries also. 

The Soviet Union, he said. was going 
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gani by the party.Their views would be 
taken into account. Some legislation might be 
needed to make the public sector management 

accountable. 
While appreciating the social role of the public 
sector units, — “we cannot expect them to ope- 


accountability was placed on them. 
_ Rationalisation in SAIL: The Government had 
asked the’Steel Authority of india to reorganise 
itself. but as a result there was a fall in the pro- 
duction of steel. The_Prime Minister. spoke: to 
the Chairman: of the SAIL who said he would 
take the unions into confidence as a lot of rationa- 
ligation had to be done. 
The SAIL Chairman also said he could take 
some immediate measures which would yield 
ick results but they would not be durable. Mr 
hi advised him to adopt measures that 
would yield long term results. ° 


-. The Government had gone through the re- 
port of the Arjun Sen Gupta Committee on the 
public sector. If corrective steps were needed 
they would be taken. One of the most import- 
ant questions that would have to be deait with 
immediately was the budget for 1987-88. If the 
MPs were agreeable there could be a day-long 
workshop on it on the pattern of the workshop 
on productivity and the public sector, said the 
Prime Minister. 
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RAO MEETS PRESS AFTER CPI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Communique Summarized 
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[Text ] 


Our Special Correspondent 
CPI general secretary C 
Rajeswara Rao has offered his 
party’s cooperation with the Con- 
‘ gress on a three-point plank of 
‘working for world peace, safe- 
. guarding the country’s security 
and fighting communalism. 
' “We can unite with the Con- 
gress on these grounds. It is for 
the Congress to take the initia- 
tive. Let them (the Congress) 
fight the communalists, and we 
, will support them”, Mr Rao told 
_newsmen on Tuesday. 


However, he clarified that the 
“unity” could not be all- 
enveloping as “we are commu- 
nists and they (Congress) are 
capitalists”. 

The CPI general secretary 
also released to the press a com- 

- munique of the party’s central ex- 
ecutive committee meeting last 

‘ Sunday, which while criticising 
‘the Rajiv Gandhi Government 
for its “retrograde economic poli- 
cies” and political manoeuverings 
for consolidating power, was sur- 


prisingly mild on the Prime 
Minister. 

The communique listed im- 
port liberalisation, undermining 
of public sector, erosion of self- 
reliance, hesitant and opportun- 
ist attitudes in tackling 
communalist and separatis¢ forc- 
es, efforts to bring into the Con- 
gress fold some of the dissidents 
and sections of other parties as 
some of the points of criticism 
against Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

But, it said, “we will judge his 
various actions from the stand- 
point of how these help or hinder 
the fight against communal and 
divisive forces”. Some Congress- 
men, too, were raising their voice 
against Mr Gandhi's policies and 
the situation was complex, it said. 

Devoting substantial atten- 
tion to the problems of commu- 
nalism and Punjab extremism the 
lengthy CEC document blamed 
the Barnala Ministry for playing 
into the hands of the extr-mists 
by adopting a soft attitu .e to- 
wards t. -rorists and by talking of 
“panthic unity”,. It, however, ex- 
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pressed its opposition to the de- 
mand for the Barnala Ministry’s 
dismissal. | 

Any such step would only help 
the Badal-Tohra group and the 
extremists, whom they were as- 
sisting for their own opportunis- 
tic political reasons, the docu- 
ment said. Mr Tohra’s victory in 
the SGPC elections “will embold- 
en the Khalistani extremists and 
separatists who are bound to step | 
up their nefarious activities”, the | 
document added. 


What is needed is unity of all 
forces opposed to separatists, ad- 
ministrative measures to put 
down terrorists, and an effort to 
find a political solution on the 
basis of the Punjab accord, the 
document said. 


It expressed the party’s seri- 
ous concern over the deteriorat- 
ing Punjab situation and said the 
massacres were intended to in- 
flame communal conflicts and 
cause two-way migrations, result- 
ing in de facto Khalistan. 

The document also expressed 








serious concern at the growing ‘ 
communalism and regional chau- - 
vinism, and said that in 
Maharashtra it was spreading 
fast to rural areas under the ag- 
gressive anti-Muslim stand of the 
Shiv Sena. It observed that the 
BJP, after dabbling in secularism 
for some years, had now gone 
back to its old communal 
morings. 

While accusing the BJP of 
trying to exploit growing discon- 
tent among the people, resulting 
from the Government’s economic 
policies by fanning Hindu com- 
munal sentiments, the CPI also 
blamed the CPI-M for seeking to 
dominate left democratic unity. 

The CPI-M attitude was 
harming the projection of the left 
and its allies prominently on the 
political scene on an all-India 


| scale, the document said. 


The one-day meet of the CEC 
laid down nine tasks for 
partymen to build a broad-based 
peace movement, take initiative 
for anti-communal conventions, 
make the 21 January strike call a 


——_— 


success, take up farmers’ question 
of remunerative prices, irrigation 
projects, and invigorate struggle 


for land for 
workers. 


The party also directed its 
members to take up the issues of 
consumer protection, raise a 
trained volunteer corps to defend 
the party and mobilise people for | 
solutions to their urgent demands 
and proplems. 


The CEC hailed Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's visit as a 
“new land-mark” in_ bilateral 
Indo-Soviet relations, and the 
Delhi declaration as symbolising 
the two countries’ determination 
to build a new world free from war 
and violence. 


agricultural 


The Gorbachev visit has cre- 
ated a favourable atmosphere for 
all peace-loving and patriotic 
forces to come together, and the 
economic agreements afforded a 
new opportunity to reverse the 
retrograde economic policies of 
the Government and strengthen 
self-reliance, the document said. 


More Details Given 
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[Text ] 


New Delhi, Dec. 9 (PTI): The 
central executive committee 
(CEC) of the Communist Party 
of India (CPI) has called upon all 
secular forces to unite against 


| terrorism and said effective mie- 


asures should be taken to deal 
with extremists and a political 
solution to the Punjab problem 
on the basis of the accord should 
be evolved. 

The committee, which met for 
two days from December 5, ex- 
pressed its opposition to the de- 
mand of dismissal of the Barnala 
government. “It will only help 
the Khalistani extremists and 
the Tohra-Badal group which is 
helping them in every way,” it 
said. 

Disclosing the decisions of the 
meeting to newsmen here today 
the general secretary of the par- 
ty, Mr C. Rajeswara Rao, said 
the situation in Punjab had 
further deteriorated and bodies 
like Shiv Sena and Rashtriya 
Suraksha Samiti were aggravat- 
ing the situation by their “pro- 
vocative actions” which were 
helping the terrorists. 

The committee felt that the 
Congress(I) had been relying on 
administrative measures and 
was not coming out for united 
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mobilisation against the extrem-., 
ists. Mr Rao said the party felt 
that Mr G.S. Tohra’s victory in 
the SGPC elections would 
embolden the “Khalistani” ex- 
tremists who would “step up 
their nefarious activities.” The 
CEC expressed concern at the 
communal and chauvinist forces 
raising their ugly heads and fan- 
ning communal conflicts. 


“On the economic policies of 
the government, the committee 
said it was “retrograde” leading 
to increased burdens on the peo- 
ple, price rises, closures and re- 
trenchments. 

The policies of giving priority 
to the private sector, throwing 
the door wide open for the multi- 
nationals and import liberalisa- 
tion were undermining the pub- 
lic sector and eroding self- 
reliance, Mr Rao said. 

The CEC felt that the Prime 
Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, was 
resorting to “unprincipled man- 
oeuvres” to consolidate his party 
and his own position by trying to 
bring round some of the dissi- 
dents within his party, by draw- 
ing in sections of other parties 
and by cultivating some regional 
parties. 


-- 





Rao on PRC, Other Matters 
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[Text] New Delhi, Dec 9--The general secretary of the Communist Party of India, 
Mr Rajeswara Rao, today denied that his party had any illusions about China 
and wondered why India should be afraid of the Asian giant. 


Mr Rao, addressing a Press conference here, said "It will be difficult for 
China to take another adventurous step. China attacked Vietnam and got a 
bloody nose. That nation of 40 million can defeat China and American 
imperialism. China, still has 600,000 troops on Vietnam's border. Why should 
we be afraid? We are not a small country. But we should be on our guard." 


Mr Rao was, however, wary of Pakistan. "That country is America’s policeman." 


Asked to comment on Mr Gorbachev's stand on the border dispute between China 
and India, he said although "things have changed" and "the year 1986 is not 
1971," there was "no political breakthrough" between the two communist 
countries. "We should set our own house in order, I did not like the questions 
that Mr Gorbachev was asked. We are not a small country. If China has one 
billion people, we have 800 million." 


"We told a Chinese delegation plainly when it visited India that their package 
deal (on occupied areas) will not work. Your statement: ‘We will keep what we 
have' is not acceptable. You must also accept Sikkim as a part of India. 


The general secretary recalled that the split in the Communist Party had followed 
differences within the party over China. The other party had since realized 
what Chinese aims were. 


He said the three-day central executive meeting of the CPI held last week 
agreed to work for communist and Left democratic unity on economic and political 
issues in spite of the "negative attitude of the CPI(M) leaders." 


The party executive held detailed discussions on the "favourable atmosphere" 
created by Mr Gorbachev's visit and he said that now that the Soviet Union had 
agreed to turnkey projects India "should give up reliance on multinational. 

Why not buy even Soviet civilian planes when we are taking their military jets?" 


"If there are some changes in the economic policy, we will be happy especially 
if the door is half closed to multinationals." 


Mr Rajeswara Rao felt that the Government of India had again realized the 


importance of the Indo-Soviet Friendship Treaty. "It is a warning to Pakistan 
in spite of the changed situation.” 
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The executive meeting was presided over by Mrs Geeta Mukherjee, West Bengal 
M.P. It expressed concern over the massacre of innocent people in Punjab 
and failure of the Barnala Government. But it criticized the BJP demand for 
the dismissal of the Barnala Government. 


Mr Rajeswara Rao disagreed with the call of some opposition parties for a 
"Bharat Bandh" on December 14 on the Punjab situation. But he welcomed 
a call for an all-India strike by public sector workers on January 21 to 
protest against the policy undermining the public sector. 


It also criticized the rise of communal and chauvinistic forces in the country. 
Mr Rao said: "The Hindus should be content to make fun of their gods who 

are portrayed in human form and with human failings, but not of the prophets 
of other faiths." 
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REPORTER INTERVIEWS PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 13 Dec 86 p 9 


[Text ] 


Chief Minister Surjit Singh 
Barnala is facing rough weath- 
er today. The terrorists are 
striking day in and day out in 
troubled Punjab. The rebel 
Akalis are determined to see 
him out of office. And yet, 
despite all the odds, Mr Barna- 
la remains his cool, unflapp- 
able self. Or at least that is the 
impression he gives when one 
meets him. The chief minister 
recently spoke to Sanjeev 
Gaur at his home in Chandi- 
garh. Excerpts from the inter- 
view: 


" Is it true that you had 
QO offered to resign during 
- your meeting with the 
Prime Minister in New Delhi 
on November 1, a day after the 
killing of 24 bus passengers by 
the terrorists in Punjab? 
A: No it was not like that. In 
fact the debate in Parliament 


was going on and I inquired 
from the Prime Minister what 
the members were demanding. 
He told me that they wanted 
him to dismiss Buta Singh and 
the Punjab government. 

I said, that is very very easy. 
I told the Prime Minister you 
can do both. Buta Singh is your 
own man and later perhaps he 
can be accommodated some- 
where else. And as far ay I am 
concerned, you need not dis- 
miss me as I can resign. I have 
been a chief minister for over a 
year now and I have passed 
through very trying times, very 
difficult times and I do not 
mind resigning. 

Q: What did the Prime 
Minister say? 

A: He said these are not the 
solutions to the problems. 

Q: Do you have any concrete 
solution in mind? 


The killing of Giani Jagjit Singh is very sad. 
He was a good man and a good journalist. I 
feel very sorry about his killing. Such 
incidents like Tanda in which 24 bus 
passengers were gunned down can happen 
anytime. The terrorists have the advantage 
of choosing their targets, the place and the 
time. The police and the para-military 
forces cannot be present everywhere 
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A: Solutions are not easy and 
there is no solitary solution. It; 
is a combination of so many 
things which will probably 
bring about a solution to the 
problem. It is not a problem in 
isolation. It is not a law and 
order problem alone. It is a 
political as well as an econo- 
mic problem too. So we will 
have to find the solution to all 
these problems. 

Q: Still, what immediate 
steps can the Centre take to 
ease the explosive situation in 
the state? 

A: The Centre can do a lot of 
things. First of all it can imple- 
ment the Punjab accord pend- 
ing for so long now. The non- 
implementation of the accord 
is irritating the people of Pun- 
jab. Similarly, the release of 
the Jodhpur detenus.. (the 370 
odd persons arrested from the 
Golden Temple during Opera- 
tion Bluestar and kept under 
detention in the Jodhpur jail 
since then). Their continuous 
detention is also a great irri- 
tant to the Punjabis. Besides, 
an economic package for Pun- 
jab is also the need of the hour. 

Q: Some people are also sug- 
gesting a round table confer- 
ence on Punjab. 

A: Lam not averse to a round 
table or a cross-table confer- 
ence. I am not against meet-. 
ings and talks. After all mat- 
ters are resolved by discus- 
sions. People who believe in 
the fundamental principle of 
unity ard integrity of the coun- 
try can be invited for talks. 

Q: During the recentiy con- 
cluded Parliament session it 
was also suggested that an all- 
party government should ve 
formed in Punjab. 

A: I think there has been no 
such experiment earlier. I do 
not know how an all-party gav- 
ernment can solve the problem 
in Punjab. I have not examined 
this in detail. 

Q: You have mertioned the 
non-implementation of the 
accord. What are the reasons 
for such a great delay in im- 
plementing it? 

A: Sometimes, problems are 
complicated by commissions 
and tribunals and sometimes 
wrong advice to the govern- 
ment complicates the issues. 


Q: What have you done as 
chief minister and as president 
of the Akali Dal to get the 
Jodhpur detenus.. released? 


A: From time to time I have 
taken up the issue with the 
Centre even in writing. After 
all they have to be released by 
the Centre. 

(On Thursclay, Mr Barnaia told 
reporters in Chandigarh that 
the Prime Minister had 
assured /1im that he would per- 
sonally examine’ the matter.) 

Q: What are the reasons for 
the recent spurt in terrorist 
activity in the state? One of 
our journalist colleagues, 
Giani Jagjit Singh of Gurdas- 
pur, was recently killed by 
terrorists. 

A: The killing of Giani Jagjit 
Singh is very sad. He was a 
good man and a good journal- 
ist. I do not think anyone, even 
the terrorists, should have had 
anything against him. To my 
mind he never wrote against 
them. He was a dedicated jour- 
nalist committed to the profes- 
sion and he was following a 
positive line. I feel very sorry 
about his killing. 

Such incidents like Tanda in 
which 24 bus passengers were 
gunned down can happen any- 
time. Tie terrorists have the 
advantage of choosing their 
targets, the place and the time. 
The police and the para- 
military forces cannot be pre- 
sent everywhere. 

Q: There are also reports 
about state terrorism in Pun- 
jab. Some of your ministers 
have criticised Mr Julio 
Ribeiro about his handling of 
the law and order situation in 
the state. Some of your party 
colleagues have also talked ab- 
out fake encounters in Punjab. 

A: As regards fake encoun- 
ters I have also received three 
to four complaints and I have 
ordered inquiries into these 
cases. A case has also been 
registered against one CRPF 
man on the basis of the in- 
quiry. But while conducting 
operations policemen do com- 
mit such mistakes. The CRPF 
men, who have come from 
other states, find it difficult to 
understand the ticklish prob- 
lem in Punjab and hence some- 
times such problems arise. 


: But do you approve of Mr 
Ribeiro’s style of functioning 
and his approach in dealing 
with the terrorists? 

A: Ribeiro is a good police- 
man. He has generated confi- 
dence in the force. He has 
created a fine liaison between 
the different forces in the 
State. Besides Punjab Police 
we have the CRPF and the BSF 
here and Ribeiro has suc- 
ceeded in creating confidence 
among all the forces. 

Q: Why and how did a 
menace like terrorism take 
birth in a state like Punjab 
which was known for progress, 
prosperity, and peace above 


A: Actually, in the first inst- 
ance it was a feeling of discri- 
mination. People started feel- 
ing that they were being discri- 
minated against. 

Q: When you say people you 
mean Sikhs alone or Hindus as 
well? 

A: Sikhs...Then we had a bad 
neighbour. They were willing 
to support such tendencies. Af- 
ter Operation Bluestar, which 
was a very sad incident in Sikh 
history, there was great repres- 
sion of Sikh youths. A large 
number of them crossed the 
border in fear of repression. 
They were caught by the Pakis- 
tan authorities and are now 
being used for disruptive acti- 
vities. That is one factor. 


Then fundamentalism has 
been growing all over the 
world. Our close neighbour 
Iran vecame a fundamentalist 
state. Some people got encour- 
aged. Then the most tragic 
Delhi carnage after Mrs Gan- 
dhi’s murder and later the 
treatment Sikhs living outside 
Punjab received...They started 
feeling insecure. And then no 
action was taken against the 
guilty persons responsible for 
the violence in Delhi and other 
parts of the country against 
innocent Sikhs. This caused 
more frustration among the 
Sikhs. All these things have 
left a deep impression on the 
minds of the Sikhs. 
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The CRPF men, who have come from other | 

States, find it difficult to understand the 
ticklish problem in Punjab and hence 
sometimes problems arise... Ribeiro is a 
good policeman. He has generated 
confidence in the force. He has created a 
fine liaison between the different forces in 
the state. Ribeiro has succeeded in creating 
confidence among all the forces 


Q: Do you envisage any solu- 
tion to the problem of ter- 
rorism? 

A: There are always solu- 
tions to problems. Problems 
arise and solutions are found, 
but sometimes solutions take a 
long time to take effect. In 
many countries terrorism has 
been going on for years. Some- 
times it goes up sometimes it 
comes down. 

Q: Do you favour a dialogue 
with the militant organisations 
of both Hindus and Sikhs to 
restore normalcy in the state? 

A: Both are speaking the 
same language. Both are 
speaking against the interests 
of the country. The Hindu mili- 
tants want to create a dindu 
state and the Sikh militants 
want to create a separate state 
for the Sikhs. The language is 
the same. If they want a dia- 
logue with the government 
first of all they will have to 
stop their anti-national prop- 
aganda. Otherwise they will 
have to be dealt with a strong 
hand. 

Q: But the government 
talked to Mr Laldenga and ir 
fact made him the chief minis- 
ter to bring peace in Mizoram. 

A: In Mizoram the problem 
was not as serious as in Pun- 
jab. There is no comparison. 

Q: Mr Gurjit Singh, acting 
convener of the All India Sikhs 
Students Federation, in a re- 
cent statement said that his 
organisation is ready for a dia- 
logue with the government. 

A: Let him come and talk to 
the government. Our doors are 
open, but he will have to stop 
the anti-national propaganda 
first and then approach us. 

Q: is it true that Mr Buta 
Singh helped Mr Tohra in the 
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SGPC election? 

A: I will not like to comment 
on this. 

Q: Why did you drop Mr 
Basant Singh Khalsa and Mr 
Nirmal Singh Kahlon from the 
cabinet immed/ately after the 
SGPC elections? 

A: One of them (Basant 
Singh Khalsa) voted for Mr 
Tohra in the election and the 
other one (Nirmal Singh 
Kahlon) also worked against 
us. So they had to be dropped. 

Q: Is it true that some of 
your other cabinet colleagues 
criticised your action? 

A: No this is incorrect. The 
entire cabinet supported the 
action. 

Q: But some of your senior 
party leaders, including some 
ministers, did criticise you for 
arresting Mr Tohra and Mr 
Badal. 

A: This is also not true. 
Rather my party colleagues 
said that they should have 
been arrested much earlier. 

Q: But why did you arrest 
them all? 

A: They have been arrested 
under the National Security 
Act. 

Q: But what are the charges 
against them? 

A: I am sorry, for that you 
will have to contact the police 
department. 

Q: There has been a lot of 
criticism of your action in 
arresting Mr Tohra and Mr 
Badal. Even the press by and 
large has not endorsed the 
action. 

A: (Smiles) But a lot of peo- 
ple have also hailed the action. 
A deputation of advocates of 
the Punjab and Haryana high 
court met me recently and 
hailed the arrests. 








DELHI'S NEW POLICY ON MICROELECTRONICS SCORED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Dec 86 p 17 


[Text ] 


CTRONIC components Including semiconduc? 

tor devices have been de-licensed and even 
MATP companies can now enter the area. An eartier 
statement of policy had “a all a > in 
tegrated circuits, namely, VLS 
photovoltaic components from AY: “exceptions yt 
the MRTP Act. 
The. new policy allows manufacture of devices 
from. an intermediate stage. The policy -states: “Bi- 
polar wwegrated circuits-—linear and digital—will 
be allowed to be manufactured without the need fo 
set up diffusion facility. This 's subject to the condl- 
tion that investment in. machinery and facilities (other 
than building) is not less than Rs. 5 crores. 
to be concerned with the development of basic 
technology but is willing to pander to the wishes of 
parties -wanting to make easy money. The pro- 
cess——assembly is being encouraged and techno- 
logy import allowed even for this marginat .“—- 
turing. Operation—a_ screw-driver approach, for: the 
component indusiry. The Government has also ex- 
hibited no concern for its own babies—SCL at Chan- 
digarhn and BEL at Bangalore—which have set up 
extensive diffusion facilities and which have to face 
competition from new parties operating on the basis 
of lower investments. Both the diffused wafer and the 
plain wafer bear the same import duty of 45 per cent. 
The Government has loaded the dice against the 
basic process of semiconductor: device manufac- 
ture—lithography and diffusion—and at the same 
time placed the public sector companies at a serious 
disadvantage. 

The debate on allowing import of chips or dittused 
wafers has being going on since 1972 (the Semiconduc- 
tor Report of DOE recommended a total ban) but the 
lobby of “assembler” industry has proved too strong 
and the DOE has yielded to the pressures. The inter- 
national trend is towards a high degree of automation 
In assembly aid testing and employment creation will 
not be significant. 

Feeble response from private sector 

The new policy measures for FERA companies and 
permission for mayor equity participation has not at- 
tracted any large semiconductor manufacturer from 
the U.S., Japan or Europe to set up piants in india. 
Recently, intei has tied up with a Korern firm for 
second-sourcing some of its new devices. An intel 
team had visited SCL at Chandigarh but did not con- 
sider the matter seriously. Philios nas extensive opera- 
tions in india but it has bypassed it in selecting 
Taiwan for a joint venture for VLSI circuits. !t must 
Neve Good business reasons fos. thie. 
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India is to have a self-reliant base in silicon semiconduc- 
tors. 

Micro-electronic Council . 
~“The Government set up a task force on LSIMisi 


technology on February 19, 1982 with the terms of re- 
ference: oriented towards technolocy assessment and 


technology development. 
-. The task force submitted its report Part 1) on De- 


cember 15, 1962. it recommended the setting up of a 


augmenting production. 
90 crores for R & D. sry mr ee epg 
30 crores for manpower development) was 
mended. Thatch Semmesenaneshe Ganmnten east 
'-nce to be funded seperately and additiona! funds 
fur support of technology development. 


~~ (Part Il of the task force * report (May 1984) incre 
eed the proposed investment to As. 415 crores. 
, The National Micro-electronic Council was finally 
‘eet up on January 31, 1985. The Chawman of the Elec: 
tronics Commission was also to serve as the 
Charman of the NMC. The Council consisted of nine 
to the Government (Electronics, Space, 
Detence Production. industrial De- 
velopment, Defence A & D, Ministry of Education, 
Atomic Energy, D.G.—CSIR). The council was to 
have two specialists nominated by the Chairman of 
the Electronics Commission. 
The charter for the council is on the lines of that of 
the Electronics Commission. The power to nominate 
two specialist Members rests with the Electronics 
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_proposed 
over 
Cpe rum. nah hee, Same tal Ie ip 2 od 


informatics .. Ihe 
Budget of Ais. 415 crores for the NMC 


ics whether 
les, R & D institutions or other agencies 
#3. For formulating all such fiscal, import. industrial’ 
Ieensing and other regulatory and promotional polli- 


--The NMC, though constituted on January 31, 1985. 
first met in July 1985 and promptly decided to review 
the report of the task force (which it had earlier ac- 
cepted and becagse of whose recommendation the 
NMC itself had been set up) in the light of the current 
international scene, changes in electronics policy; 
ugar requirement of ICs, and the availability of resour; 
ces. Meetings of the very same group of interests in 
volved in the task force again discussed the matter. 

-The “experts” group confronted the following s- 
1. The protection to loca! LSI/VLSI industry woulc 

be limited to 25 per cent by 1990. ~ 
2. Current import policy (a policy initiated and sub- 
_ scribed to by DOB allows LSi imports on OGL. 
3. The prices of LSI/VLS! have been falling steeply 
--on the world market and “dumping” by some 
countries is also evident. 
4. The resources available are limited. 
The experts group noted the following: 

1. First priority for Government funding should be 

- given to the requirement of strategic |Cs. = 
2 Both BEL and SCL requested higher fiscal pro- 

tection and banning of imports and such policies 
are not in tune.in with the current electronics 


policy. _ 

3. Large investments have been proposed by the 
task force, but even with such investments, LSis 
produced in india will not be competitive, and 
the present policy allows import of LSI on OGL 
subject to 75 per cent duty. In view of this, the 
NMC feit that a a study is eo = 

ing the necessity for this investment in 
le canter, Alen’ ita: ham grananed. i 
vestments in this area. (very doubtful—they will 
face the same fiscal problems) and the Govern- 
ment shouid watch their efforts. 

4. The Chairman of the Electronics Commission 
(who has since resigned) will visit the U.S. to dis- 
cuss with NATs (nothing concrete has emerged 
axceot the setting up of the indo-U.S. Joint Scien- 
tific Commnttee). 

5. With regard to materiais, the experts group 
noted that materiais produced indigenously 
would be costiy and in view of the new elec- 
tromics policy a detaiied exercise was needed 
for strategic materiais and :eeping pace with 
tecnnoiogy. The COOME was to do this exer- 


etd 


wes heid in De 
Cember 1965 and the third in May 1966 No ciear 
thinking has emerged and the two specialist 


There appeers to be a tendency to use the NMC as 
another source of funds for academic institutions. /f 
this happens. the NMC will become, like the Univer- 
sity Grants Commission, a funding institution whereas 
the task force had conceived of it as something 
sim the indian Space Research Organisation 
and DAE—as an agency not only to formuiate poli- 
Dut also to actually execute the work and pro- 
the nation withesults. . 

"The task force was set up in February 1982, the 
NMC in January 1985 and even today, a coherent 
policy on micro-electronics has eluded the DOE. 
Academic bodies’ role 

The role of academic institutions covers both 
manpower development and R & D. The task force esti- 
mated an outlay of Rs. 50 crores for manpower de- 
velopment to train about 4,300 engineers/scientists 
every year by 1992 and about 8.200 technicians in 
the field of material science, technology. design (of 
VLSD and application. The Ministry or murnan Resour- 
ces Development has advised the DOE that it will not 
be able to find anything more than a smail percent- 
age of the total money required for micro-electronics 
and that the estimates proposed by the task force can- 
not 2 revised—in effect asking the NMC to fully 
fund and support manpower development for the 
micro-electronics area. The Council. will have to act 
as the funding source—screen and evaluate bids 
and act as an arbiter. 

. The area of R & D in academic institutions was re- 
cently discussed at Delhi wnen two NRi members of 
the Indo-U.S. Joint Scientific Committee was present. 
Dr..Pate! of Bell Labs strongly advised against univer- 
Sities taking up development Of processes and devi- 
ces already developed. They should work in frontier 
areas rather than take up process or device develop- 
ment which is best done by industry. 

The NMC composed of nine Secretaries to the Gov- 
ermment (even convening 3a meeting will be difficult 
and assisted by two specialist members (yet to be 
appointed) will be an unwieldy body and the expect- 
@d push to silicon semiconductors or micro-elec- 
tronics from this Council may not be forthcoming. A 
“mission” approach will need dynamic leadership. 

Press reports have appeared about the Electronics 
Commission having been reconstituted and its roie 
redefined. !t has been reported that the powers of the 
Government vested in the Commission have been sub- 
stantially reduced and the power now resides in the 
Minister of State for Science and Technology and the 
Secretary. DOE. It appears that the role of the Elec- 
tronics Commission has become purely advisor’. In 
view of this. the constitution of the NMC and its role 
will need reexamination. 


* The silicon semiconductor industry anywhere re- 
ceives support from the government. The Pentagon 
in the U.S. has always supported FR & D in the area 
and has funded both industry and reseerch laborato- 
ries. in fact. a Government-owned facility—Sandia 
National Laboratory—exists to make devices. A 
massive funding for the very high speed devices 
(VHSIC) has poured over a Dillion dollars spread 
aver a decade and the resuits are emerging. Japan 
through MIT! and Europe through EEC ana the ES?- 
RIT programme have supported the semiconductor 
area. 








Societal Goals 


In developing policies and seeking government funding societal goals must 
be clear. Perhaps the following goals could be considered. 

1. Electronics penetration of the Indian society and economy through com- 
puters, telecommunications, radio and TV and industrial electronics is ne- 
cessary, and areas of defence and space depend heavily on electronics support 
systems. 

2. Such a penetration is necessary to support education. 
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IRAN 


COMMERCE MINISTRY ANNOUNCES NON-OIL EXPORTS DETAILS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Oct 86 p 3 


[Text] In the first six months of the current year [21 March — 22 September 1986] about 253,000 
tons of merchandise were valued at 27,427 million rials were exported, which represents an 
increase in value despite a 58.8 percent decrease in weight. 


While announcing this, the Ministry of Commerce said that in the first six months of last year [21 
March-22 September 1985] this figure was 291,000 tons of merchandise valued at 17,627 million 
rials. 


According to this report, the reason for the drop in weight is the export of 105,000 tons of sulphur 
in the first six months of 1364 [21 March — 22 September 1985] and the failure to export this 
item in the same period this year. The reason for the increase in value was the striking increase 
in the export of hand-woven carpets, fresh fruits, medicinal and industrial plants, and copper 
ingots. Likewise there was a 16-fold increase in the export of motor vehicles, a 68-fold increase in 
the exports of detergent powder and soap, an 889 percent increase in cotton exports, a 394 
percent increase in canned goods and food, a 337 percent increase in construction stone and a 204 
percent increase in prepared and compounded medicines compared to the same period last year. 


The Ministry of Commerce also said that during the period under consideration a quantity of gas 
lamps valued at 882 million rials, a significant number of coolers valued at 229 million rials, 
1,000 tons of licorice valued at 149 million rials and 1,619 tons of litter and cotton 
residue valued at 1672 million rials were exported, and these items were not 
exported in the same period the previous year. 


It is necessary to mention that in 1363 [21 March 1984 — 20 March 1985] about 264,000 tons of 
goods valued at 32,798 million rials were exported, and in 1364 [21 March 1985 — 20 March 
1986] about 526,000 tons of goods valued at 41,180 million rials were exported, with a growth of 
98 percent by weight and 25 percent in value. This report states that in general in the first six 
months of the current year [21 March-22 September 1986] about 44.5 percent of the value of all 
exports was in agricultural goods, 38 percent of which was hand-woven carpets. 


The Ministry of Commerce stressed that the exemption of exporters of fresh fruits and vegetables 
from the requirement to submit foreign exchange contracts has produced exports of 74,133 tons of 
fresh fruits and vegetables valued at 3,526 million rials in the first six months of the current year, 
while totai exports of fresh fruits and vegetabies in the same period last vear were 21.779 tons 
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valued at 542 million rials. The share of fresh fruits and vegetables in the country’s total exports 
in the first six months of 1364 [21 March — 22 September 1985] was only 3.13 percent, while 
that figure rose to 12.86 percent in the same period this year. 


In 1363 [21 March 1984 — 20 March 1985] the value of carpet exports was 8,218 rials, and in 
1364 [21 March 1985 — 20 March 1986] it was close to 10,050 rials, showing a 22 percent 
growth rate. In the first six months of this year around 2,845 tons of carpets valued at 10,248 
million rials were exported, which compared to carpet exports in the first six months of 1364 [21 
March — 22 September 1985], at 1,152 tons valued at 3,279 million rials, was an increase of 146 
percent in weight and 215 percent in terms of value. 


At the conclusion of this report, the factors which were greatly influential in the increase of carpet 
exports were given as follows: 


The relatively high quality of Iranian exported carpets and the gradual discrediting of Iran’s 
competitors (Pakistan, China and India) in the eyes of consumers and purchasers of genuine 
carpets. 


The granting of a 20 percent currency discount in the current year to carpet exporters using 
Article 53 of the executive guidelines of the Export-Import Law, as well as the severe increase in 
the price of the dollar. 


9310 
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IRAN 


AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS TO GULF IN MILLIONS 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 15 Oct 86 p 4 


[Text] More than 14,016,000 kilograms of agricultural goods, dried fruits, fresh fruits, and 
standardized fruits valued at more than 2,943,000,000 rials were shipped from the provinces of 
Kerman and Hormozegan to the sheikhdoms of the Persian Gulf in the first half of the current 
year [21 March — 22 September 1986], and in this way a basic step has been taken to export 
non-petroleum goods. 


In an interview with the Kerman center correspondent for the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS 
AGENCY, the director of the Institute of Industrial Standards and Research for the provinces of 
Kerman and Hormozegan discussed International Standards Day and its concepts and uses in 
industry, production, and imports and exports. 


One export item which has been included in the mandatory standards is the nation’s pistachio 
crop. In the current year [21 March 1986 — 20 March 1987], in accordance with a decision by 
the Council to Expand Kerman Province Pistachio Exports and the agreement of the Council of 
Ministers, henceforce pistachio experts will go out exclusively through Kerman customs. 


He said: Since the country’s main pistachio crop in the Province of Ke: man is more than 96,970 
tons annually, this decision can have positive effects on this province’s economic prosperity and 
allocating foreign exchange to the country. 


The director of the Institute of Industrial Standards and Research for the provinces of Kerman 
and Hormozegan added: In this regard, preparations have been made to establish a standards 
testing complex for the purpose of quality control. 


During the interview he discussed the importance of exporting carpets from the Province of 
Kerman to the nations of the world. He said: This important matter is being studicd in the 
province’s Export Expansion Council. 


At the end of the interview he discussed the export of Kerman Province production dates. He 
said: The date crop in this province is about 80,000 tons. Measures have now been taken to 
standardize dates, and facilities have been provided by regional standards officials to prevent 
spoilage and to package dates. 


He expressed the hope that this year we will be able to export the Kerman Province date crop 
with standard and reliable packaging in order to earn income and foreign exchange. 


9310 
CSO: 4640/0050 
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IRAN 


PROTOCOL SIGNED WITH GDR, HUNGARY FOR TECHNOLOGY PURCHASE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Oct 86 p 3 


[Text] Economic Service—At a press conference, the minister of industry discussed the details of 
Jran’s new industrial plans with the German Democratic Republic and Hungary which were made 
during the recent trip to those countries by Iran’s economic delegation, led by Prime Minister 
Engineer Musavi. 


KEYHAN’s economic correspondent reports that during this press conference Engineer Shafe’i, 
minister of industries, also discussed the increased volume and value of lran’s non-petroleum 
exports to the Democratic Republic of Germany and Hungary. 


Minister of Industries Engineer Shafe’i began by saying: During this trip to the Democratic 
Republic of Germany and Hungary, which was made with a high-ranking delegation headed by 
our nation’s prime minister, profitable talks were held in various areas pertaining to industrial 
cooperation. 


About three months ago a protocol was signed between Iran and the Democratic Republic of 
Germany which was in need of examination and change in view of world oil prices. Previously 
relations were based on exchanges of oil for merchandise, and now trade with these countries is 
based on the exchange of goods for non-petroieum merchandise. 


Last vear the volume of Iran’s exports to the Democratic Republic of Germany was 87 million 
dollars in oil and 16 million dollars in non-petroleum goods, totalling about 100 million dollars. In 
the recent talks efforts were made to increase this figure and bring it up to 200 million dollars. 


Engineer Shafe’i said: Another technique proposed was the “buy-back” method (a method of 
mutual purchases) where we would obtain the raw materials for machinery from the Democratic 
Republic of Germany without making payment and then later export some of the products and 
pay the money thereby earned, in this way establishing a relationship between exports and 
imports. 


Concerning machinery, we also plan to purchase technology from them and install it, except at the 
beginning we will pay money, but when we have manufactured goods we will pay the price of the 


machinery using money from the export of those goods. 


The two methods above can be effective under current circumstances. 
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He added: The Democratic Republic of Germany has thus declared its readiness to work in this 
way with Iran in the area of four chemical products (resins) projects. 


We have submitted the specifications of the projects and they have studied them for a month and 
will announce their views. 


They have also studied another list given to them earlier and announced their readiness to 
implement it. 


Another point is the specification of the basis for the price of oil, which has reached a conclusion. 
Under this agreement, ministry of petroleum officials made new proposals, and prices were set for 
light and heavy oil on the new basis which was agreed to by both sides. 


Another area of agreement was that we would be able to use the oil refineries of the Democratic 
Republic of Germany, and convert petroleum to other products in their refineries. 


The economic delegation of the Democratic Republic of Germany also stated its readiness to build 
new dams in Iran and agreed to a joint fisheries project on Iran’s southern coast. 


Arrangements were also made for us to buy five new flour mills from East Germany, and full 
talks were held in the area of concrete industries. 


Among the details of these talks is the new idea of establishing the ability for increased domestic 
manufacture of machinery for concrete factories, increasing from the present 55 percent to 85 
percent. 


Another issue discussed during the recent trip was the follow-up of the statement of economic 
understanding signed three months ago between Iran and Democratic Republic of Germany, and 
decisions were made for the purpose of more rapid implementation of this statement. 


Engineer Shafe’i discussed the trip to Hungary by the Iranian economic delegation, accompanied 
by Prime Minister Engineer Musavi. He said: The accomplishments of this trip were very good in 
the areas of agriculture, industry and politics. 


As you know, Hungary is taking part in the project to build a pharmaceutical raw materials plant 
in Iran through the Organization for United International Industrial Expansion. 


During our trip to Hungary, the details of the above plan, which is designed to produce the raw 
materials for 13 pharmaceutical items, were studied. 


The cost of implementing this project is 2.8 million dollars, and with its completion our nation will 
have no need to import some of the raw materials for drugs. 


Talks were also held concerning medical equipment, bicycle manufacture and the packaging of 
dates, fruits and vegetables, and arrangements were made to obtain machinery and technology for 


these purposes from Hungary using the “buy-back” technique. 


Talks were also held concerning light bulb factories, and plans were made to build such a unit in 
Tehran. 
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The Hungarian side also expressed an interest in purchasing cotton from Iran, and in view of the 
Iranian textile industry’s need for synthetic cotton, we proposed that the two countries trade 
natural and synthetic cotton, and they agreed with the general principles of this proposal. 


Another issue was the export of Iranian cast iron and iron ore in exchange for the import of 
alumina from Hungary. Hungary exports three million tons of bauxite annually, which produces 
one million tons of alumina. 


9310 
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IRAN 


VOLUME OF TRADE WITH POLAND TO INCREASE 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 18 Nov 86 p 2 


[Text] Tehran--IRNA: At the last round of talks between the commerce ministers 
of Iran and Poland, which were held within the framework of the Mutual Economic 
Cooperation Commission, the two countries called the negotiations both positive 
and constructive. Iran and Poland have agreed to increase their trade volume to 
$200 million in the next year. The ministers of commerce of Iran and Poland 
ended their last round of talks yesterday morning with the presence of the two 
countries’ economic delegations. 


According to IRNA correspondent, at this session Abedi Jafuri, minister of com- 
merce in a statement while expressing his satisfaction with the success of the 
negotiations between the two countries' delegations, said: With due regard to 
the beneficial talks which have been carried out by the technical, economic and 
commercial committees, the basis for signing a memorandum of understanding bet- 
ween the two countries has been created. He also noted that in the short term 
the efforts by both sides will further strengthen their relations and in the 
long run will make the outcome of their technical and economic activities more 
successful. 


In conclusion he noted that with regard to the abundant proposals which were 
discussed in the areas of economy and technology, it is hoped that future co- 
operation between the two nations will increase. 


Thereafter, Mr Andrezej Wojik, minister of foreign trade of Poland in a state- 
ment while pointing to the continual efforts of the two countries’ delegations 
which brought about beneficial results at the session of the Mutual Commission 
and helped to strengthen and expand relations between the two nations, also 
stated that an expansion of cooperation between the two countries has been em- 
phasized by the responsible authorities of Iran and Poland. The minister of 
foreign trade of Poland further added: Poland, which is aware of the new eco- 
nomic plans of Iran, places great importance on those plans. 


He went on to say that proper efforts will be made to specify their import 
priorities and action will be taken accordingly. He also noted that with a 
complete understanding of Iran's intention to export non-oil products, Pland 
will make appropriate efforts to consider the purchase of such products from 
Iran. In conclusion, Mr Andrezej Wojik expressed his desire for an increase 
in delegation exchanges between the two countries. 
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It should be noted here tha* “ring the stay of the Polish delegation in our 
country both sides agreed t< ‘ttees on commerce and technology and 
economy. 


At the end oi the talks a memorandum of understanding will be si’ ned between 

the two countries and it is predicted in this memorandum that the volume of trade 
between the two nations will increase to $200 million--Iran will export dried 
fruits, mineral ores, fresh fruits, lemons and various types of trucks to Poland 
and in exchange will buy metal, chemical and plastic goods, paper and fishing 
boats. 


Furthermore, it was announced that the next session of these talks will be held 
in Warsaw next year. With respect to the possibilities of both sides, certain 
projects in the area of tool-making machines, cooling systems' de-accelerators, 
casting and buffing machines, and other precision tools and equipment will be 
worked out. Moreover, both countries have agreed to continue their cooperation 
in the field of lead and zinc blast-furnaces, expansion and modernization of 
sugar factories and food industries, paper plants, discovery of mines, asbestos, 
manufacture of boilers and turbines, manufacture of cooling towers for power 
stations, training of fishing personnel and other fields such as smaller projects 
for the rural areas including manufacture of nails, screws, metal screens and 
other simple farming tools and equipment. 


12719 
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LRAN 


DEPARTING BANK GOVERNOR PRAISED; SUCCESSOR {NTRODUCED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 18 Nov 86 p 2 


[Text] Political Service: At the end of the 5-year term of the governor of 

the Islamic Republic's Bank Markazi, with a pronouncement by Mr Iravani, minister 
of economic affairs and finance, Mr Majid Qasemi was appointed as the governor 

of the Bank Markazi of the Islamic Republic. Likewise, Mr Iravani, in a separate 
letter expressed his appreciation to Mr Nur Bakhsh, former general director of 
the Bank Markazi. 


At the end of the 5-year term of the general director of the Islamic Republic's 
Bank Markazi, Mr Mir Hoseyn Musavi, prime minister in a letter to Mr Nur Bakhsh, 
former general director of the said bank while expressing his personal and the 
government's appreciation to brother Nur Bakhsh during the past hard 5-year peri- 
od, in one part of the letter Mr Musavi also expressed his hope that Mr Nur 
Bakhsh with all his experience and expertise in the field of economy would con- 
tinue to help the government in a new trench [position]. 


Biography of the New Governor of Bank Markazi 


Majid Qasemi was born in 1331 [21 March 1952 - 20 March 1953], in Tehran to a 
religious family. He got his bachelor's degree from the former Commerce College 
in Tehran and in 1357 [21 March 1978 - 20 March 1979] with a scholarship offered 
by the Bank Markazi, he went abroad and obtained his master's iegree in 1359 

[21 March 1980 - 20 March 1981] and returned to Iran in the same year, starting 
his employment with the Islamic Republic's Bank Markazi. He began his career 

at the Bank Markazi's Foreign Exchange Trausaction Department and subsequently 
was put in charge of the supervision of the Foreign Exchange Depa~tment from 
1361 [21 March 1982 - 20 March 1983]. Mr Majid Qasemi's last post in Bank Melli 
of Iran [National Bank] was chairman of the board and managing director of the 
said bank. 


Since the start of his career with Bank Markazi of the Islamic Republic, Mr 

Qasemi has been one of the effective members of the Islamic Society of the said ‘g 
bank and took part in various levels of decision making for the Bank's Islamic 

Society. 


Mr Qasemi is a member of the Foreign Reserve Commission of Bank Markazi, deputy 

director of the Foreign Exchange Commission of Bank Markazi, member of the board 
supervising the execution of the 49th Article of the Constitution, member and 

secretary cf the Foreign Exchange Allocation Committee, representative of the ~ 
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Supreme Selection Council, member of the Central Selection Board of the Banks, 
representative of the minister of labor and social affairs as member of the 
board of directors of the National Insuranc2 Companies and also a member of 
the Board of Directors of Kish Development Organization. 


At present, he is teaching courses in international banking at Ala'meh Taba- 
taba'i University. The new governor of Bank Markazi of the Islamic Republic 
is married and has three children. 
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IRAN 


SUCCESSION STRUGGLE INTENSIFIES IN TEHRAN 
Tunis AL-SABAH in Arabic 13 Nov 86 p 8 


[Article: "Struggle for Khomeyni's Succession Peaks in Tehran; Rafsanjani's 
Camp Reinforced" ] 


[Text] The struggle for Khomeyni's successor, who is advanced in years, has 
been continually intensifying and has recently turned into a real conflict be- 
tween the various competing parties. Following are the most significant parts 
of what the INDEPENDENT, a U.S. newspaper, has written on the issue: 


According to reports from Tehran, the first round of the fierce battle going 
on under the surface for Kiomeyni's succession has been won by the radicals. 
Even though Mohammad ‘Ali Montazeri has survived the latest tempest, the 
radicals’ position has been reinforced. 


This internal struggle has been going on in the weeks since the mysterious 
kidnapping, and quick and mysterious release, of the Syrian ambassador to 
Tehran. This iucident was followed by complaints that an Afghan diplomat had 
been subjected to beating. In both cases, a marginal group of the Revolution- 
ary Guard,known by the name of the Organization for the Support of Liberation 
Movements--an organization which tried to expand its influence to include 
foreigners in Tehran--was blamed for the acts. 


This mysterious organization's leader is Mehdi Hashemi, Montazeri's personal 
secretary and his son-in-law's brother. Hashemi's main task is to recruit 
and train foreigners so that they may return to their countries and carry 
out acts of sabotage. 


Montazeri's opponents, led by ‘Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, the chairman of 
the Iranian Shura Council, saw that this was an opportunity to contain the 
growing power of the man appointed to succeed Khomeyni. Montazeri described 
this as an "organized plot" which forced him to ultimately fly to Tehran and 
offer his resignation to Khomeyni. 


Khomeyni's Role Diminishes 


Khomeyni, who has been weakened by oid age and whose role in managing state 
affairs has diminished, tried to strike a balance between the factions competing 
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for power. He turned down Montazeri's resignation, but supported a full in- 
vestigation of the activities of the group led by Mehdi Hashemi, Montazeri's 
protege. 

NY 
In a written message to the judiciary authorities, the still undisputed Iran- 
ian leader said: 


"It is your duty to investigate this case with utter care and impartiality 
and to bring to trial the group leaders and those who have played a role in 
disseminating rumors and engaging in other activities. 


"The acts of pressure and the statements made under different name. by the 
anti-revolutionary forces, by misled individuals, and by Mehdi Mashemi's 
followers constitute a deviation from the revolution and from Islam." 


This message is tantamount to a serious blow to Montazeri's influence at a 

time when it has been officially reaffirmed that he is the heir apparent. 

There has also been an intentional leak by Ahmed Khomeyni, the Iranian leader's 
son, to the effect that his father is seriously considering the establishment 
of a "collective consultative leadership" to succeed him. This is something 
which the radicals in Rafsanjani's camp seek. 


Biased Witness 


RISALAT has published an editorial on the issue, saying: "The suspect and 
dangerous group has tried to make the revolution swerve fromits course by 
creating a climate of terror and intimidation, in addition to spreading poi- 
sonous ideas, through infiltration of the Islamic symposiums and through 
influencing young scholars studying religion." 





Originally, Hashemi Rafsanjani, considered Iran's number two man after Kho- 
meyni, had planned to exploit Montazeri as a "facade" while he holds the reins 
of power. But in the past 18 months, Montazeri strengthened his position to 
the degree that he convinced everyone that he would accept nothing less thar 
the real power. It now seems that Mehdi Hashemi's activities have wasted all 
the gains made by Montazeri. 


Iranian exiles in London do not expect what has happened so rar to be the end 
of this issue. One of these exiles has said: "The struggle for power will 
continue and intensify the weaker the revolution leader becomes. We have not 
yet seen the end of the struggle for power." 
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TRAN 


OPPOSITION LEADERS EXPRESS VIEWS ON ARMS DEAL CONTROVERSY 
London KEYUAN in Persian 25 Dec 86 p 16 
[London KI!YHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] Dr Ali Amini: Washington has chosen the wrong path. 
We too, tried to bring to power a more reasonable man. 


Ahmad Madani: So long as the war continues, it is not acceptable for our peo- 
ple to remain defenseless. 


Azadeh Shafiq: Saie of arms to Iran st engthens the clerics regime. 
U.S. assistance to Khomeyni will have no benefit for Washington. 


Abol-Hasan Bani-Sadr: The United States has fallen to the level of a bribable 
middleman 


Shahin Fatemi: At any rate, the United States is desperate. First the United 
States helped the shah attain power, then it gave assistance to 
his overthrow and now it is supporting Khomeyni. For such ac- 
tions the United States will be reproached. 


Hedayatollah Matin-Daftari: Both Reagan and Khomeyni are ornery and malicious. 
Reagan's action is similar to Eisenhower's action 
against Mossadeq. 


Paris--On the whole, moderate political refugees feel uneasy and disturbed by 

the Reagan administration arms sale to the Islamic government of Ayatollah 
Khomeyni. Nevertheless, the most adamant opponents of Khomeyni are extremely 
happy to see that Khomeyni's collusion with keagan failed, thus causing Khomeyni's 
disgrace and hurting his reputation. 


An army lieutenant from the camp of Bani-Sadr, the former president of the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran, who once was one of the most loyal supporters of Khomeyni, 
with regard to the disclosure of arms sale to Iran by Israel, said: There has 
never been a more disgraceful document to shake the very foundation of the regime. 
According to Khomeyni's statements it is quite clear now that he has been deeply 
involved in the lowest possible kind of deals with the great Satan. Now, how 

can this government explain t!.e matter of its wheelings and dealings with the 
United States to its brain-washed youth: 
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Dr Ali Amini: 


Dr Ali Amini, former prime minister and leader of the supporters of a const!- 
tutional monarchy of the Nejat Front of Iran stated that giving arms to Khomeyni 
is going to encourage him more. This means that all our efforts aimed at top- 
pling him would be fruitless. The moderates are all at a loss and do not know 
what to do. 


As regards the danger which is threatening the United States' policy in the 
region, Amini said: This danger is not only facing Iran, but both Pakistan and 
Turkey will also be threatened too. He went on to add: It can be understood 
that the United States in order to protect its own interests, has been looking 
for someone in Iran to deal with accordingly--we also tried to do the same thing 
and bring to power a more reasonable person, but to no avail. 


If proper action is not taken soon our country will fa” in the trap of com- 
munism. The Soviet Union is still wai_ing. Notwithsta:.cing, Washington has 
chosen the wrong path. Iran's issue is partly logical and partly emotional. 


Ahmad Madani: 


Rear admiral Ahmad Madani, one of the formcc supporters of Khomeyni who after 
becoming minister of defense in the Islamic Republic and who as a candidate for 
president ran againt Bani-Sadr, now tives in exile. He says that in his opinion 
there is nothing wrong with the matter of obtaining arms by the Tehran's govern- 
ment from the United States. It does nut make any sense in a war for one side 
tc be able and have access to any and all possibilities while the other side is 
denied such a right. 


Madani goes on to add that it would be better for arms dealers to limit their 
sale of arms to both Iran and Iraq and thus prevent a wider spread of the Persian 
Gulf War. 


Now that there is a kind of arms race going on, it is better for Iran to get 
its share too. The warring parties must get their needed weapons from anywhere 
they can get them and as long as the war continues it is not acceptable for our 
people to remain defenseless. 


Azadeh Shafiq: 


Azadeh Shafiq, niece of the late skah and leader of a military organization 
which advocates monarchy, said: Knowing that the United States supports Khomeyni 
makes things easier for everyone to understand. Khomeyni will remain in power, 
otherwise if there was any possibility of his overthrow, the United States would 
not have sold him arms. This issue strengthens the clerics' regime. In fact, 


U.S. assistance to Khomeyni will have no benefit for Washington at all. More 
than ever Khomeyni will insult the United Statcs while they are helping him and 
extending all sorts of assistance to him. Like Bani-Sadr, Azadeh says her or- 
gan's newspaper in 1979 disclosed the sale of arms by Israei to the Islamic Re- 
public. 











Azadeh has been recognized as an extremist right-winger in exile whose views 
correspond with those of the extreme left-wingers. 


Bani-Sadr: 


In his interview, Bani-Sadr stated that he received a letter from Tehran in 
which a young man wrote to his brother: The disclosure of this incident was 

like surprising Reagan and Khomeyni together in the act of love-making. It is 
incredible, it really is unbearable. One million people have been killed in 

the war for what: Why did they got killed? It is seven years now that Khomeyni, 
through a great deal of publicity, deception, demagoguery and hullabaloo has 
created the myth of the great Satan. Before he went into exile five years ago, 
Bani-Sadr ran the war operations from his headquarters close to the border and 
used to say: This action will profoundly affect the morale of the people in 
continuing the war. Now, what are they going to tell the fighting men[combatants] 
or what is their excuse! 


Nevertheless, Bani-Sadr and others have for several years been saying that the 
Islamic Republic is buying both U.S.-mede and Israeli-made weapons from Israel. 


Bani-Sadr went on to add that his movement's organ newspaper published the news 
at the time of the incident pertaining to the crash of the Argentine cargo plane 
near the Iran-USSR border in July 1981, which was on its way back after delivery 
of the U.S. and Israeli arms to Iran. 


Bani-Sadr also went on to talk about the issues plaguing Carter administration 
and the occupation of the American Embassy and the capitivity of 52 hostages for 
444 days and their release after Reagan became president in 1981, and said: Do 
you, Americans, chink that you can wipe out all your odium and ignominy every 
four years with the change of a president: How do you think you can win respec- 
tability this way? How can a superpower belittle itself like a bribable middle- 
man by seliing arms to the clerics and then hope that it will be able to save 
its face too. 


Shahin Fatemi: 


As one of the supporters of the constitutional monarchy, Shahin Fatemi who fin- 
ished his studies in the United States and teaches economics, says: As an I[ra- 
nian patriot he welcomes the action of the United States for providing Iran with 
arms in its war against Iraq; however he has mixed feelings about Reagan's ad- 
ministration policy. 


Fatemi further added: Once more the honor and reputability of the United States 
has been called to question. This incident shows that you, the Americans do not 
have the proper courage and derring-do in your friendship and enmity. You de- 
sisted from supporting the shah and now are trying to get close to Khomeyni's 
regime, all at a time when no country in the whole region has inflicted so much 
harm and damage to the United States. With due regard to the culture and morale 





of the people of that region, this incident will not help in winning respec- 
tability for the United States. First the United States helped the shah to 
attain power, then it gave assistance to his overthrow; now it is supporting 
Khomeyni. All these actions will bring nothing but reproach and taunts for 
the United States. 


At any rate, the United States will be a loser. 


Hedayatollah Matin-Daftari: 
Hedayatollah Matin-Daftari says that Reagan's direct intervention in [Iranian 


affairs is not far different from Esenhower's action in toppling of Mossadeq. 


Matin-Daftari called both Reagan and Khomeyni wicked and vicious and expressed 
joy at the disclosure of the secret deals of Reagan. 
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TRAN 


ARREST OF OPPOSITION DEPUTY REPORTED 


London KEYHAN in Persian 25 Dec 86 p 15 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] Mohammad Ali Karimi, representative of Bojnurd at the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly [Majlis] disclosed that agents of the Islamic Republic at 11:00 p.m. 

had arrested Qazi Zadeh, deputy from Fariman, Ahmadabad and Sarakhs and thrown 

him in prison. 


Without referring to the charges against his colleague at the Majlis, Mohammad 
Ali Karimi added: They have arrested this Majlis deputy at a time when he was 
busy preparing a radio program at the Voice and Vision Station, and at 2:00 a.m. 
they threw him in a prison where some criminals and smugglers are kept. 


Mohammad Ali Karimi, who was speaking at the December first session of the Maj- 
lis, asked the House president: Is the charge against a deputy so heavy and 
significant that they have to arrest him in the middle of the night without an 
arrest warrant and under such tragic and deplorable conditions? 


Thereafter, Bojnurd deputy while addressing Rafsanjani, president of Majlis, 
said: If someone is accused of a heavy political charge, then it would be all 
right to disclose his guilt under any condition which is deemed fit. But if 
the charge is non-political, or common or vague, as in the present situation, 
then is it all right to arrest him at two o'clock in the morning? I swear to 


God, no! 


Here it should be noted that sometime ago the Supreme Judicial Council announced 
a law whereby the Majlis deputies will not have any political immunity versus 
the Judicial Power and until now several of the Majlis representatives have been 
arrested and accused of abuse of position or other political charges and thrown 
into prison. 


It is said that Qazi Zadeh, deputy from Fariman, Ahmadabad and Sarakhs recently 
prepared a warrant of offense against the pious foundation of the Imam Reza's 
Shrine in Khorrasan Province, where he lodged a complaint with the judicial au- 
thorities with regard to the misappropriations of that trusteeship within his 
constituency. 


As a result of that complaint, Hojjat ol-Eslam Tabasi, Khomeyni's representative 
and superintendent of the aforementioned piour foundation in a letter which was 
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published in the various newspapers of the Islamic Republic--severely attacked 
him. Most recently, Qazi Zadeh at a session of Majlis presented a letter to 

the Ministry of Interior and the Supreme Judicial Council and verbally asked 

the authorities to investigate the violations of the governor general of Khorasan 
and those of the public prosecutor of Mashhad in the Administrative Council Meet- 
ing of Khorasan Province. 
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LRAN 


KHOMEYNI EXCOMMUNICATES RESALAT DEPUTIES 
London KEYHAN in Persian 25 Dec 86 p 15 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] The names of the eight deputies who have become known as the Resalat 
representatives and documents are being vrepared against them, are as 
follows: 


Jalaleddin Farsi, candidate for the first election for the president from the 
Islamic Party; Seyyed Mohammad Khamene'i, brother of the present president; 
Seyyed Ahmad Hoseyni Sirjani; Nikravesh; Musaviani, Hoseynali Alnajafi Rahna'i; 
Fahim Kermani, and Esrafilian. 


The question posed by these deputies, asked: With regard to the recent uproar, 
both inside and outside of the country, concerning the contacts with the govern- 
ment of the United States, we ask you to announce at what level were these con- 
tacts accepted? Were those individuals [who were not employees of the Foreign 
Ministry] and who established contacts with the American delegation delegated 
to do so by the Foreign Ministry or not? In case the answer is negative--What 
was the legal ground for the contact of the aforementioned individuals? Since 
the Majiiis had no knowledge of these activities, we ask what authority[authorities] 
decided to establish the contacts and what individuals in Iran carried out the 
negotiations with the Americans, what was the axis of the talks and what deci- 
sions resulted? 


At the end a question from the foreijn minister of the Islamic Republic was 


added: This matter was previously brought to the attention of the said minister 
without giving us a convincing answer. 


12719 
CSO: 4640/60 


86 





LRAN 


KHOMEYNI THREATENS RESALAT GROUP 
London KEYHAN in Persian 25 Dec 86 p 15 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] Fuad Karimi, the talkative deputy of the Islamic Cons:ltative Assemb] 
[Majlis] broke the newsabout the activities of some of the Maj.is deputies called 
"Resalat Group," last week and thus betrayed them all. 


This group is opposed to the line of the imam and his theocratic rule. Karimi 
said: On many occasions, whether directly or indirectly, the imam either ad- 

vised or censured these people but they are still continuing their opposition 

to the religious jurisprudent and his views. 


Following this betrayal Karimi added: With the commencement of the second Maj- 
lis term when the time came to take a vote of confidence for the government of 
Hoseyn Musavi, some of the deputies were adamantly opposed to his premiership, 
however after the intercession of Ayatollah Khomeyni the issue was resolved and 
Musavi became the prime minister. Yet, those Majlis deputies preferred their 
own views to those of the imam's and they desisted from casting their ballots. 


He went on to say: After the completion of the election for presidency and 
before the person of the president was supposed to choose someone as the prime 
minister, four leading members of the Resalat group clandestinely went to see 
the imam to persuade him from re-electing Musavi as the prime minister. How- 
ever, the imam told these people that although Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i, the 
president had the right to select the prime minister, yet he would think it was 
more advisable that Engineer Musavi remain at his post. 


One of these four deputies discussed other disagreements and clashing issues 

with the imam and after facing the imam's objection, he became silent. There- 
after, another one of those fcur deputies told the imam: Then order Mr Kiemene'i 
to introduce Engineer Musavi as the prime minister again, at which Ayatollah 
Khomeyni answered "I would not issue a command." 


Subsequently, those four people told the imam: Then don't express vour views 
about the selection cf the new prime minister. And the imam also objected to 


this proposal too. 


Fuad Karimi went on to say: After these four deputies came back to the Majlis, 
they did not say anything about their meeting with the imam, however some of 
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the Majlis deputies called up the imam's office and inquired about the meeting 
and were thus filled in with the details by that office. 


Thereafter, those deputies who opposed Engineer Musavi, in another letter to 

the imam Khomeyni and the president asked them to choose somebody else as the 
prime minister. Although their request from the imam and the president blantantly 
opposed the imam's views, yet the imam in a letter only expressed his objections 
to their request and nothing more. 


Fuad Karimi said: After all was said and done by the imam, when the president 
introduced Engineer Musavi to the Majlis, these four people expressed their op- 
position and tried to encourage other deputies to do so, so much so that on that 
day there were 99 votes against Musavi's premiership. 


In the meantime, Ayatollah Montazeri invited those deputies to Qom and advised 
them no to challenge the imam's views so murh, and even on the day of balloting, 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Rafsanjani, president of the Majlis summoned them to his office 
and warned them that they should take the Majlis and the Republic regime's pres- 
tige into consideration, both domesticaliy and internationally. 


Karimi added: With the support of RESALAT newspaper this group continued their 
opposition to the leader and government of the Islamic Republic until the time 
when the imam told them that if they didn't listen to what he said, then he 
would have to treat them in another fashion. And finally last Tuesday evening 
when the imam had had enough of this group, he sent them a message through the 
Majlis president to the effect that if they did not desist from acting the way 
they did, he would have to go to the people and expose their views. 


At the end of his reasoning, Karimi said: It was the same behavior and line 
of thought of the Resalat which took side with the physicians who had declared 
a war with the government and the minister of interior and who objectec to and 
questioned the interior minister as to why he had not prevented the Hezbollahis 
from attacking the offices of those physicians who had gone on strike. 


This same group objected to the decision pertaining to the issue of lands for 
temporary cultivation and called those people who were working on those lands, 
land grabbers. 


Thereafter, Karimi talked about the line of thought of RESALAT [the said group's 
organ] and said: RESALAT is a paper which inculcates views contrary to those 

of the imam's. It strives to find a new political identity versus the imam's 
jurisprudence. In a word, RESALAT does nothing except try to create discord 
between the imam and the nation under the cover of religion and a revival of 
political liberalism with a religious color. 
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DEPUTIES INSULTED BY SIGNED SCROLLS 


London KEYHAN in Persian 25 Dec 86 p 15 





[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] A large number of Qom's inhabitants by signing two long scrolls have 
attacked eight Majlis deputies who questioned the authorities with regard to 
the secret contacts with the American delegation and called them addleheads, 
sowers of discord and devilish rogues. 


In these two signed scrolls--which have been printed in the KEYHAN of Tehran-- 
reference was made to the questions of the eight deputies of the Majlis, and 
they have been attacked as the causes of the events which for sometime now are 
trying to weaken the government. The scrolls note: We warn those people who 
under the holy Islamic laws are the cause of certain events and are trying to 
weaken the Islamic government through publication of clandestine matters and 
by taking negative stance in the Majlis have defended the capitalists and land- 
grabbers. 


In these signed scrolls the neople of Qom have asked the responsible officials 
of the country: Don't allow these sowers of discord and these devilish rogues, 
through their mischief acts and power-induced destructions to cause the hearts 
of this Islamic nation and the oppressed people of the world more grief. We 
warn these addlebrains and these professional politicians that if they continue 
with their arcane actions, and try to weaken the Islamic system and oppose the 
views of the imam, the nation of Hezbollah will have no doubt or compunction 
in expelling them from the Majlis. 


Signed: Qom's ever-present-—on-the-scene men. 


In another signed scroll pertaining to the women of Qom alone, the eight afore- 
mentioned deputies have been warned: We hereby remind you the Satan-smitten, 
addiebrained and the crooked thinkers who everyday create new obstructions for 
tue Islamic Republic that we the nation cast our votes for you by the name of 
the imam and his line and if you take any steps deviating from the line of the 
imam, we will certainly declare our votes null and void and we will not consider 
you our deputies anymore. 


Signed: Qom's ever-present-—on-the-scene women. 
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NEW CHIEF FOR ISLAMIC LIBERATION MOVEMENTS APPOINTED 


London KEYHAN in Persian 25 Dec 86 p 16 


« 


[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 

[Text] Following the arrest of Seyyed Mehdi Hashemi, some of his supporters 

and those individuals who ran the Relief Office for the Islamic Liberation Move- 
ments in conjunction with the Office of Ayatollah Montazeri, the administration 
affairs of the said organization shifted to the Foreign Ministry. Reports from 
Tehran indicate that Hojjat ol-Eslam Hadi Khosrow-Shahi, former ambassador of 
the Islamic Republic to the Vatican, has been appointed as the chief of this 
organization, replacing Mehdi Hashemi. Hadi Khosrow-Shahi is a supporter and 
member of the Akhavan al-Moslemin Society which had a branch in Iran called 
Fada'iyan-e Eslam and whose members carried out a series of terrorist operations 
and who were later arrested and put in prison. 


In the meantime, various groups in Lebanon who supported Mehdi Hashemi and 
through him got their budget, arms and other forms of assistance from the Is- 
lamic Republic are showing displeasure with regard to his replacement. The 
first reaction was by the weekly magazine AL-SHARA which discussed the murder 
of Sheykh Sobhi al-Saleh which occurred a while ago, linking it with the agents 
of Akhavan al-Moslemin and their probable Iranian supporters. AL-SHARA is the 
same Lebanese magazine which for the first time divulged the secret contacts 
between the Islamic regime and president Reagan, and later its editor in an 
interview stated that he received the documents pertaining to the disclosure 
from Seyyed Mehdi Hashemi's agents and those of the Ayatollah Montazeri's Of- 
fice. Various media have called this magazine pro-Syrian, however in an arti- 
cle by Khosrow-Shahi which appeared in KEYHAN, Tehran, he believes that the 
said magazine is pro-Nasser and pro-Libyan, and likewise he rejects the murder 
of Sheykh al-Saleh, one of the religious leaders of the southern Lebanon Sunis, 
which has been ascribed to the agents of Akhavan al-Moslemin by the aforesaid 
magazine. 


Hadi Khosrow-Shahi, who has somehow become involved in this incident, links the 
killing of the Suni cleric of southern Lebanon to the agents of Mossad and the 
Phalangists in Lebanon and goes on to say that the main objective for this mur- 
der was the creation of conflict and clash between the Lebanese Shiite and Sunis. 


Hadi Khosrow-Shahi further writes: Early in the morning while Sheykh Sobhi al- 
Saleh was entering the Khaled Mosque in Beirut he was murdered by two masked men 
on motorcycle. He goes on to add: With the murder of a great Suni scholar the 








murderers of Sheykh al-Saleh have tried to nullify the results of all the fruit- 
ful cooperations between the Shiite and the Suni clerics and furthermore, the 
Christian fascists who are ruling Lebanon, and the armed Maronites and then 
afterwards Amine Gemayel all tried to make the best of the occasion and thus 
they denounced the murder. AL-SHARA also ascribes this murder to the Akhavan 
al-Moslemin and indicates that Ha'‘i Khosrow-Shahi is a supporter of the Akhavan 
al-Moslemin and used to associate with them. 


Khosrow-Shahi goes on to extol Sheykh Sobhi al-Saleh's personality and says 

that he had a long-standing friendship with Sheykh Sobhi, and mentions that he 
was also Sheykh Khaled's deputy at the Islamic Supreme Assembly of Lebanon, and 
once more he emphasized: All these things are happening at a time when the in- 
ternal fighting between the Palestinians and the Hezbollah Shiites of southern 
Lebanon has once again started and all the efforts of the Islamic Republic have 
not quelled it--and at a time when all the warring factions in Lebanon have been 
seeking the expulsion of all the agents of the Islamic Republic and Syria from 
this country. 
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IRAN 


GOVERNMENT ATTEMPTS TO REGULATE PHYSICIANS FEES 
Physicians Compliance 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Oct 86 p 2 


[Text] Inspection groups have been active in Tehran Province since the first of the month of Aban 
[23 October], and will take steps as soon as they observe violations in the implementation of the 
new treatment tariffs. Violators will be reported to the medical authorities, and the prosecutor 
will deal with them on the basis of the rules and regulations of the medical authorities. 


Dr Delshad, acting director of Tehran Province Department of Health, gave an interview to 
KEYHAN in which he made the above announcement. He added: Since the tariffs have 
malfunctioned so far and have not answered to the cost of living in view of inflation, on the one 
hand they have caused increases in rates for some medica! services, and likewise because of the 
numerous complaints we have had from physicians and the people concerning these malfunctions, 
finally a suitable tariff has been established by compiling and observing the proposals and views of 
all physicians threughout the country, and announced to all organizations. 


We expect that the new treatment tariffs, which have been accepted by the decisive majority of 
the nation’s physicians, will be implemented by our dear and fair phvsicians and we have no 
expectation of violations. If violations are seen, however, God forbid, and if a small number of 
physicians violate the new tariffs under the special current circumstances when our people are 
under various pressures to preserve the revolution and their independence, the Tehran Province 
Department of Health will take legal steps. 


It is necessary to note that the Tehran Province Department of Health has the responsibility of 
supervising the implementation of the new treatment tarifis, and the medical authorities must 
also investigate violations. 


For this reason the necessary coordination has been carried out with the medical authorities and 
with the prosecutor, and special inspection groups have been active in Tehran Province since the 
first of Aban [23 October] visiting doctor’s offices, and they will take steps as soon as they see a 
violation. 


Violators will be reported to the medical authorities and to the public prosecutor and the penalties 
established for this type of violator under the police regulations of the medical authorities include 
prohibition from working, closing oj the physician s office, anc so forth. 
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He continued: As you know, violations that have been committed by physicians in Tehran are 
being nursued by the Tehran Province Department of Health and the medica! authorities, and this 
has led to the closure of offices and the arrest of violators. In this matter as well, if a violation 
occurs, the same steps will be taken. 


In conclusion, Dr Deishad called upon the martyr-nurturing people to report violations without 
confronting the physicians so that we can take the necessary measures. 


If the people see violations by physicians who have no insurance contracts they should make 
contact through telephone numbers 844011 and 859393, and if they see violations by physicians 
who have insurance contracts they should call 656091-95. Likewise, persons with complaints 
may contact the medical authorities at 821111. 


Maacaum Fees 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 19 Oct 86 p 3 


[Text] Based on the new treatment tariffs approved by the Ministry of Health, Health Care and 
Medical Education, the maximum fee for an office call to a general practitioner is 500 rials and the 
maximum fee for an office call to a specialist is 800 rials. According to a staternent from the 
Ministry of Health, Health Care and Medical Education, a visit with an above specialist physician 
and member of a university faculty and a psychiatrist has been set at 1,000 rials. The statement 
said that amounts to be paid by insured patients as a service charge to pliysicians 1s 100 rials to a 
general practitioner and 200 rials to a specialist physician with above specialist credentials. In 
addition the patient must pay 50 rials to the pharmacy at the time drugs are issued. According to 
the above statement, a visit to a physician who is above specialist rank, which is set at 1,000 
rials, may only be assessed and paid on the recommendatio:: and approval of the appropriate 
commission in the Ministry of Health, Health Care and Medical Education. The fee for a visit to a 
member of a university faculty and institution of learning has been set also at 1,000 rials, and 
need not be approved by the above commission. This type of physician must have his academic 
credentials on display in his office. The statement also stipulates that those medical services that 
involve payment of charges other than office call fees will be assessed as independent services and 
the costs calculated and paid in accordance with the appropriate tariffs. Such services include 
giving eyeglass prescriptions, blood pressure tests and so forth. The Ministry of Health, Health 
Care and Medica] Education stressed that the announced tariffs and the other tariffs to be 
announced soon are the prices for medical diagnosis and treatment and are to be applied to all 
people, whether insured or not. The observance of these tariffs is required by law, and all 
organizations, companies, groups and other entities of every type and description must observe the 
new treatment tariffs when they sign a contract to purchase medical services. It is necessary to 
note that the new tariffs go into effect the first of the month of Aban [23 October]. 


Reduced Fees 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 29 Oct 86 p 3 
[Text] Following the announcement of the new treatment tariffs by the Ministry of Health, Health 
Care and Medical Education and the setting of uniform prices for independent physicians and for 


those who have signed insurance contracts, the new prices have been implemented by physicians. 
This has given the people peace of mind. 
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Aimost »!) physicians lowered the costs of their office calls on the first of Aban [23 October] when 
the new tariffs went into effect and assessed the tariff rates to both insured and non-insured 
patients. There is now no visit that costs more than 100 tomans and a great many specialist 
physicians receive 80 tomans per visit. 


On the other hand, the adjustment of phvysician’s office call fees and their reduction has made the 
people happy, especially patients from the oppressed classes of society. They have thanked and 
praised these physicians as well as the Ministry of Health, Health Care and Mev al Education in 
repeated telephone calls and visits. They have expressed the hope that if there are still a few 
physicians who do not observe the new rates for office calls, they will follow the example of their 
colleagues, and lower the price of their office calls to the level of the new authorized rates. 
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IRAN 


CONDITIONS FOR SABBATICAL, NEEDED FIELDS OF STUDY ANNOUNCED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 4 Sep 86 pp l, 3 


[Text] An announcement has been issued on ways whereby educators can use 
their sabbatical leave to teach and offer instruction at universities and 
institutions of higher learning. 


A circular for achieving this objective was sent to the country's provincial 
administrative offices by Seyyed Kazem Akrami, the Minister of Education. 
Educators can use their sabbatical leave to teach in one of the fields needed 
by the Education Ministry, and will be offered permanent employment. Those 
accepted into this program must undertake to serve up to three times the 
duration of their sabbatical leave in areas in their own province of residence 
where they might be needed or in a province which has made known its need for 
that field of study. 


If, after the duration of a sabbatical leave, the province in which the 
educator is resident should not confront a shortage of teaching personnel, 
then such educators will be assigned for duty in areas and places needing 
their services in neighboring provinces. Of course, in this regard, the 
previous law which applies to Teachers’ College sabbatical leaves and the 
prohibition placed on the employment of such persons during the first 5 years 
of their service in prohibited areas, along with the notes appended to this 
law, must be adhered to strictly. 


The circular also stipulates that: if the employed educator should use the 
normal period of time stipulated in previously issued circulars to carry out 
an earlier sabbatical assignment, then such a person may be granted a renewed 
sabbatical assignment at higher educational levels in accordance with the 
relevant commitments made in his letter of commitment. 


Personnel accepted for the sabbatical program in fields needed at universi- 
ties and institutions of higher learning, and who are interested in using 
their sabbatical to teach, may do so on the condition that, during the 

course of this sabbatical, they will devote half of the equivalent of l 
week's hours of duty to teaching, guiding, or, under the supervision of the 
educational staff, to tutoring. For promotion purposes, such sabbaticals 
will be counted as a teaching experience for which they will be credited. 

If this condition is not met, not only will the time spent in teaching not be 
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considered as experience but compensation for the teaching done will be 
limited to the equivalent of 21 months' regular salary and other benefits, 
while compensation for extra time remaining until te conclusion of the 
sabbatical will be raid at base salary rates. 


Article 1: As before, personnel who were selected for the sabbatical program 
under previously issued directives, can under those regulations continue 
their studies. Those who have not yet graduated, who still have some time 
remaining before the end of their sabbatical, and who wish to be credited 
with having had teaching experience during their sabbatical, may submit a 
request to the administrative section of the Education Ministry a: «ing that 
necessary steps be taken to ammend their contracts to include the substance 
of this paragraph. 


Article 2: On designating a teaching location (for a time period equivalent 
to half of 1 week's duty hours). With regard to employees who have indicated 
their readiness to teach during the course of a sabbatical; whose field for 
teaching has been accepted in a university designated by the general admini- 
strative office of education; in a situation where the Ministry of Education 


faces a personnel shortage; and where the employee is able, during the course 
of his sabbatical to fulfill the requisite weekly hours requirement for 
teaching -- the designation of the locale for the employment of such 


individuals, in principle, should present no difficulty. 


Article: Use of persons who are on sabbaticals in the administrative and 
staff offices of the Ministry of Education in the provinces and townships 
when there is a shortage of personnel should present no difficulty, if the 


person on sabbaticai is agreeable to such service, and on condition that 3 
days per week of duty is carried out. 


The granting of sabbaticals to administrative personnel in universities and 
in fields designated as needed by the Ministry of Education, when in accord- 
ance with other regulations and with the substantive elements of this 
directive which follow, presents no problem: 


A: Such personnel who for the first time will be making use of a sabbatical 
must first be transferred to the teaching staff, after which the relevant 
terms of their sabbatical contract will be issued; 


B: Since they were first employed by the administrative statf, they must 
first get the permission and approval of that staff to change their assignment 
to one of the postings that has no teaching unit number. tJaking into account 
the regulations and relevant conditions which obtain, steps will be taken to 
immediately determine the individual's competence to teach at selected units, 
which units will make known their views as soon as possible, or at the latest 
within 3 months; 


Of course, should that person, during the course of his sabbatical, not be 


confirmed for teaching, and should the sabbatical contract come to an end, the 
individual may continue with his studies by using leave without pay time; 
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Graduates of teachers’ training centers (who have a teaching employment 
contract), if accepted in one of the fields needed as experts (with a 

licentiate degree) or as outside experts (holders of the highest degree down 

to a licentiate degree), may, in accordance with other conditions, qualify 

for a sabbatical with the understanding that, at the conclusion of the 
sabbatical, they will fulfill the commitments they have undertaken in the 
current contractual arrangement in addition to commitments they made previously. 


Graduates of preliminary and professionally diplomaed teachers' colleges 
offering ordinary, technical, as well as artisan training are qualified to 
apply for sabbaticals under the terms of this directive. 


Of course, graduates of the first and second grade of a preliminary teachers' 
college, who are granted a sabbatical to continue their endeavors in teachers 
training centers and guidance colleges approved by the Supreme Education 
Council outside the framework of this directive, is permitted. 


Employees who are on night shift at universities and educational institutions 
in needed fields of study, and who wish to continue their endeavors while 
they work, may also be granted sabbaticals on the condition that these 
employees, during the course of their sabbatical, will devote at least 1/ 
hours per week to teaching or research, as called for by the terms of the 
sabbatical, and in accordance with this paragraph and other conditions. 


Those accepted from correspondence colleges (the Tabataba'i University, etc.) 
and who at the current time are present for lessons, can take advantage of 

the provisions on sabbaticals. In cases where the educator does not spend 

all the time at the college teaching students and who, in accordance with 
college regulations spends 1 or 2 days per week in the classroom, such persons 
do not qualify for a sabbatical. For such individuals, the Education 
Ministry's administrative offices must regulate the hours of teaching done 

per week in the relevant teaching sessions, and figure out personnel needs 

for this purpose, so that there is no work scheduled on the days in question, 
and so that, in this way, they can continue to teach. 


Those senior experts accepted in universities and higher educational institu- 
tions, as well as teachers schools can qualify for sabbaticals. The locale 
for teaching will be determined on the basis that, during the course of the 
sabbatical, half the equivalent of 1 week's hours are to be devoted to teach- 
ing at teachers’ training centers and technical colleges in their fields of 
study. 


Those accepted at the level of expert and above from the Free Isiamic 
University, in accordance with the contents of this directive, may also be 
granted sabbaticals. However, the transfer or change from their field of 
responsibility after graduation will be dependent upon confirmation of the 
service valuation of their teaching documents to be made by the Revolutionary 
Council of Education. 
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Since the Education Ministry's purpose for establishing teachers' training 
centers for regular, technical, and vocational fields was to prepare fully 
certified personnel in those areas, sabbaticals will not be permitted for 
those accepted at universities and institutions of higher learning seeking 
such certification. 


Article 3: Professors who are specialized in industrial schools and technical 
colleges were exempt from this paragraph. Should they be accepted in one of 
the needed fields in the universities and institutions of higher learning, 

the granting of a sabbatical for such persons will pose no difficulty. 


Employees who have the approval of the Ministry of Education to continue their 
studies for full diplomas (or expertise at that level) or for a licentiate 
degree (at the equivalent level of expertise) may, in accordance with the rest 
of the regulations, be granted sabbaticais as long as their program is done 
simultaneously with their service, and a part of their teaching is done in the 
classroom. The time spent in the class will be determined in accordance with 
Article 6 and the paragraphs contained therein of the education regulations. 
The grants, along with full compensation and other benefits, pose no 
difficulty. 


The deadline for granting sabbaticals will be on 15 Mehr [7 October] every 
year. Since the results of the university and institution of higher learning 
examinations are announced after this date, and in order to avoid doing any 
possible harm to the ongoing education programs, those accepted, by using 
leaves of absence at similar universities for a limited period, etc...., as 
before, may continv2 their educational work, and then, at the beginning of the 
next scholastic year, begin teaching. 


Education Ministry administrative offices, each year, until i5 Mehr, may 

grant employees at least 6 months to complete their testing if the other 
conditions of this directive have been met. In keeping with Article 18 of 

the nation's employment law, and in accordance with other regulations on 
reducing the testing time from 2 years to at least the time mentioned, and 

the issuance of an employment contract, such employees may not use sabbaticals 
to continue their teaching. The submission of data to the general administra- 
tive office is obligatory by individuals using the reduction in time allotted 
for testing, and who are scheduled to be assigned to teaching. 


The granting of a sabbatical to employees who at the conclusion of the set 

time period have completed less than 6 months of testing service, as well as 

to contracted employees, is not permitted. These types of employees and 

others whose teaching field is not needed may, with permission from the 

general administrative office of the Education Ministry, having a principle 
aim, may temporarily change the location of their service to a teaching 

locale. Following this teaching assignment, they must return to their previous 
service location in the Ministry of Education to carry out their duties. 


The granting of a sabbatical is not authorized for employees who, based on 
votes issued by boards, make a change from the teaching field to administration 
if that field of teaching is in need of teaching staff. 
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Article: Employees who as a result of votes taken by boards have been 
obliged to change their service location for a set period of time, under 
certain conditions may be granted sabbaticals, as long as they complete the 
obligated time period and their satisfactory service is confirmed. If these 
conditions are not met, such persons may not be granted sabbaticals. 


Employees who in previous years were accepted in universities and institutions 
of higher learning, and whose field of study was needed but who, for some 
reason, did not avail themselves of sabbaticals and who, to continue their 
educational work, made use of their leaves of absence, etc.; should they wish 
to seek a sabbatical, then a review will be made of such a request from them, 
and taking into consideration the field of study needed as contained in the 
subject circular, and in accordance with the regulations outlined in this 
directive, without regard to the fields announced in the appended schedule, 
will pose no difficulty. 


The duration allotted for making use of a sabbatical will be equal to the 
time approved by the Revolutionary Education Council. For those at the 
expert level -- 4 years; .enior expert level -- 2 years; nonassociate expert 
(holding a licentiate diploma), and for those employees who are fully 
diplomaed but who, desiring to receive a teaching licentiat~ document, begin 
with having a diploma -- 3 years. For those with expertise -- 2 years. It 
must be kept in mind that, as before, the calculation on the duration of a 
sabbatical must be done under observation. 


Article: In cases where persons using a sabbatical are unable to receive the 
relevant teaching document in the designated time period, then, in order to 
avoid difficulties they would have in continuing their endeavor, the admini- 
strative offices of the Ministry of Education, in principle and as appropriate, 
through the necessary cooperation, may allow a change to be made in the 
temporary duty location of such persons to be an appropriate and suitable 
teaching location. 


A change may not be made in the location of service for those who have a 
sabbatical during the course of that ‘sabbatical. Persons who have been 

granted a sabbatical may not apply for retirement before completing the 

commitments undertaken to r- ceive that sabbatical. 


The payment of full salary and other employee benefits in accordance with the 
terms contained in this directive will be made to teachers who have received 
a teaching certificate for employment from a university or an institution of 
higher learning, when the necessary certificate on completion of their work 
is issued by the Ministry of Education along with the teaching locale. 


Listing of needed fields in public education. 


Basic fundamentals -- elementary math; applied math; statistics; elementary 
physics; applied physics; elementary chemistry; chemistry; elementary biology; 
biology; botany science; (sciences of zoology, microbiology; cellular, 
molecular, and genetic sciences). 
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Humanities -- elementary history; history; elementary geography; geography; 
elementary social science; social science; elementary Persian language and 
literature; Persian language and literature; elementary Arabic language and 
literature; Arabic language and literature; elenentary Islamic theology and 
education; Islamic theology and education; philosophy; legal jurisprudence; 
elementary physical training and athletics; physical training and athletics; 
economics (theoretical and commercial); elementary English language and 
literature; English language and literature; English language translation; 
beginning French language; French language; French language translation; 
beginning German language; German language; German language translation; 
teaching and training of special children; psychology and teaching of talented 
special children (remedial speech; remedial work; hearing group); teaching; 
with the previous effort from elementary school to elementary school. 


Administration a management -- administrative management; computer program- 
ming; technology; management programming; administrative sciences; accounting. 


Educators wishing more information are invited to contact the administrative 
offices of the Ministry of Education. At the present time the technical 
industrial fields needed by the country can be found in these administrative 
offices. 


13041/13046 
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BAKERIES FLOUR QUOTA DOUBLED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 20 Oct 86 p 3 


[Tehran] Economic Service—The assigned quotas of all bakeries have been increased from one 
month to two months. 


In view of the current stores of wheat and the nation’s flour factories, the nation’s consumption 
needs for bread and flour will be met by the end of next year’s wheat harvest. 


In an interview, the chief of the National Grain Organization said: to achieve better distribution, 
shorter lines and greater peace of mind, as of today the assigned quotas of all bakeries have been 
increased from one month to two months. He said: Early this year, when the consumption of 
bread gradually increased, the National Grain Organization decided, in view of the increased 
population, to increase the various consumer ration points for bakeries. 


He added: If a greater need is still felt for more bread to be baked, the quotas for bakeries will be 
increased again. 


He discussed other measures which have been taken to reduce lines at bakeries. He said: With 
the measures and plans already made, as of today a number of bakeries will add a night shift and 
make the bread available to consumers. 


He noted that other plans have been made to prevent lines at bakeries which will be announced in 
several days after complete implementation of the plan. The chief of the National Grain 
Organization discussed the construction of silos and storage facilities for wheat. He said: In view 
of the purchases of surplus wheat from farmers, the stocks of wheat were greater than the 
storage capacity. 


He added: With the planning that has been done, efforts will be made to increase the storage of 
wheat for the coming year, and silos are being constructed for this purpose so that there will be no 
problem storing wheat during next year’s wheat harvest. 


Concerning the amount of wheat in storage and the distribution of flour to bakeries throughout the 
country, he said: So far this year more than 2.3 million tons of wheat have been purchased from 
farmers, and this is about a half million tons more than was purchased in the same period last 
year. 


He noted that about 14,000 tons of wheat and fiour are distributed nationally every day in orde: 
to market and distribute bread. 
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With regard to the drop in the quality of bakery bread, the chief of the National Grain 
Organization said: In the last few weeks the freshness of the flour which had been distributed, 
along with the heat, caused a drop in the quality of bread so that the bakers were forced to use 
more salt for baking. 


He added: Measures have been taken in this regard so that this problem will be solved by mixing 
old wheat and good wheat with fresh wheat flour, as well as by the effects of cooler temperatures. 
Bread is now being sold with better quality and less salt. 


At the end of the talk he said that if citizens have complaints about low bread quality they should 
report to the Flour and Bread Council by calling telephone numbers 623755 and 623756, so that 
the necessary steps may be taken. 
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[RAN 


BRIEFS 


REASONS FOR DELAYED OFFENSIVE--—Diplomat c observers in more than one Arab 
capital have noticed that Iran has stopped talking about the major offensive. 
Iran had ceaselessly declared that it was preparing for this offensive and 
that it would constitute an important turning point in the Gulf war. The diplo- 
matic reports refuse to support the belief prevalent in certain circles that 
the reasons for suspending the talk about the preparations for a new offensive 
against Iraq are due to the Iranian leadership's preoccupation with what has 
become known as the secret negotiations between this leadership and Washington 
to conclude weapon deals in preparation for releasing the U.S. hostages held 
by some Lebanese religious organizations sympathetic to Tehran. The reports 
note that if this is a reason, then it is not the only reason and that there 
are more important reasons which include, for example: 1. Syria's decisive 
rejection of any justification permitting [ran to occupy Iraqi territories on 
the basis that Syria rejects the occupation of Arab territories by any party 
whatsoever, even by an ally like Iran, and that Syria will have a clear and 
definite position on such an occupation. 2. The fears of movement of the 
Turkish front if the [ranian offensive achieves its objective of occupying 
strategic [raqi areas, such as al-Basrah. Past reports repeatedly referred to 
such movement. 3. The warnings that any Iranian or Turkish penetration of - 
the Iraqi territories may lead to a major war in the entire Middle East, thus 
threatening world peace. The diplomatic reports link these reasons to the 
moderate Iranian response to the GCC summit communique and to the statements 
issued [rest of article not supplied]. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 
13 Nov 86 p 12] 8494/6662 


MILITARY PLANTS’ PRU. JCTION--On Monday, Prime Minister Mir Hosein Musavi in- 
spected a military plant belonging to the Ministry of the Revolutionary Guard 
and a third consignment prepared to be sent to the fronts. An IRNA correspond- 
eut has reported that brother Mohsen Rafiq-Dust and a number of the Ministry 

of the Revolutionary Guard officials accompanied brother Musavi on this inspec- 
tion tour. Musavi inspected the various sections of the plant and familiarized 
himself with the progress of work in the various design and research units and 
with the production of the various missiles which are manufactured according 

to the latest industrial standards and measurements. He also talked to the 
brother engineers and technicians working in the plant. In a short address, 
the prime minister stressed the importance of this plant which embodies the 
creativity of our Islamic country's revolutionary forces, saying that the 
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efforts exerted to achieve self-sufficiency promise a bright future for the 
Islamic Republic. He also said that the efforts these brothers make in the 
military centers indicate the presence of the background needed to build an 
independent Iranian industry and of the capability to achieve our self-suf- 
ficiency. [Text] [Tetrran KAYHAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 15 Nov 86 p 3] 8494/6662 


RAFSANJANI AT ARTILLERY FACTORY--Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, the imam's 
representative in the Higher Defense Council, has announced that effective 
steps have been taken to use more of the industrial capabilities for military 
production, thus enhancing our military capability. Speaking last Monday to 
the workers of an industrial unit that has been producing 60-mm, 120-mm, and 
105-mm mortars for a year, in addition to its regular production, Rafsanjani 
added that the country's industrial capability since the start of the war has 
been at such a level that it could be used to serve the fronts and that the 
drop in oil prices and the limited availability of funds have motivated the 
officials to move on the path of achieving self-sufficiency in military pro- 
duction. The imam's representative in the Higher Defense Council said that 
supplying military equipment under circumstances whereby we plan to introduce 
500 new battalions to the battlefronts is not easy. This is why we have made 
greater use of the country's internal capability. The enemy showed the signs 
of defeat when he realized that we are managing the war with our military cap- 
ability in the best manner possible. He added that an example of this issue 

is the latest development with the United States because the United States, 
which was hostile to Iran until last year, has not changed its approach toward 
Iran without a reason. This does not mean that the United States has become 
our friend because it does not befriend a people who seek self-reliance. Hoj- 
jat ol-Eslam Rafsanjani also said that the United States befriends states that 
do not create problems for it. It has capitulated because it has seen the 
concepts of strengthn and independence in this people and has begun to think 
that it is better to open a new door. The Consultative Council chairman 
pointed out that the rcason for the U.S. move is our peuple's ability and firm 
resolution to live free and to achieve their legitimate rights against the un- 
just. Hojjat ol-Eslam Rafsanjani, who was accompanied by the minister of heavy 
industries, inspected the various sections of the industrial unit and familiar- 
ized himself with the progress fo work in them. [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN AL- 
"ARABI in Arabic 22 Nov 86 p 3] 8494/6662 


CSO: 4604/07 
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PAKISTAN 


OFFICIAL'S MOSCOW VISIT ANALYZED, CHANGE IN POLICY URGED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Dec 86 pp l, 8 
[Article by Mushahid Hussain] 


[Text] Islamabad, Dec 21--Foreign Secretary Abdul Sattar's mission to 
Moscow may well have paved the way for a rapprochement between the two 
estranged neighbours. While it is too early to discern any possibilities 
of a U-turn in Pakistan's foreign policy, there is little doubt that both 
Moscow and Islamabad are doing some hard thinking on their attitudes, 
interests and objectives in a changing regional political context. The 
highlight of the Pakistan Foreign Secretary's Moscow mission was three 
hours of exclusive conversation between him and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze. With only an interpreter present, Shevardnadze, 

a Politburo member from Stalin's home province of Georgia, told his Pakistani 
host that the "purpose of the meeting was not protocol but to convey a 
message from the highest levels of the Soviet leadership." The message 
emitted through a series of signals and gestures by the Soviet Union 

in 1986 which was conveyed to Sattar was clear: The Soviet Union would 
like the "earliest settlement" of the Afghanistan question. Even the 
formulation "earliest" is an advance on the previous references to "early 
settlement." 


While published reports of Sattar's discussion in Moscow refer to a 
dialogue on "concepts," informed sources report that the conversation 
between Sattar and Shevardnadze touched on a number of substantive issues 
concerning Afghanistan. Both sides focussed on the question of time-table 
and the real roadblock towards an Afghan settlement, i.e., the form and 
nature of government that would be in place in Kabul when the Soviets 
withdraw from Afghanistan. 


Additionally, Pakistan also provided the Soviet side with an assessment 
of its own compulsions for seeking an early political compromise in 
Afghanistan. 


The Pakistan side told the Soviet Foreign Minister that the question of 

a time frame of Soviet withdrawal was not "just a matter of arithmetic." 
In effect, it was not simply that the Soviets were talking of three years 
and Pakistanis insisting on three months. Any time-frame would have to be 
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linked with the ground situatiou in Afghanistan. If after the announcement 
of a time-frame and the simultaneous cessation of all outside military 

aid to the Mujahideen the Red Army utilised the time between the announce- 
ment of their withdrawal and the actual exit to liquidate the resistance, 
then this would not be acceptable to Pakistan and other supporters of the 
Mujahideen. Significantly, the Soviet Foreign Minister agreed with this 
formulation. 


The real issue at this stage, which if resolved could provide a decisive 
impetus to any settlement and one which is outside the purview of the 
Geneva process pertains to the kind of government that would in place in 
Kabul which could enjoy the confidence and support of a majority of Afghans. 
While the Najib regime has been talking of a government in Afghanistan 
representing "all classes, tribes, nationalities and refugees," the Soviet 
Union understands the need for representation of sections of the Mujahideen 
based inside or outside Afghanistan as part of any government of national 
unity to ensure a grand national reconciliation. However, te Soviet side 
told Pakistan that since Afghanistan was a sovereign state, it was not 
possible for Moscow to impose a decision on them regarding the form of 
government. The Pakistani side agreed with this formulation since it 
accepts the universal principle of interstate relations. Such pronounce- 
ments notwithstanding presumably the Soviet side must have told a high-level 
Afghan delegation led by Dr Najib, which visited Moscow just 4 days after 
Sattar's December 8 meeting, to broaden the base of the regime with a view 
to making it more acceptable to the Afghans. 


Pakistan also told the Soviet side that just as Afghanistan was a "bleeding 
wound" for Moscow (as stated by Gorbachev duriug the 27th Communist Party 
Congress in Moscow in February 1986), similarly for Pakistan too, it was 

a bleeding wound. Hence the urgency for a political settlement. This was 
a reference to the 3 million Afghan refugees in Pakistan becoming a factor 
for socio-economic destabilisation and with a potential for political 
instability. Additionally, it referred to the various pressures from 
different strata of public opinion regarding its Afghan policy. 


What are the compulsions on both sides that could possibly lead to a better, 
friction-free relationship with the removal of the Afghan problem? There 
seem to be four such compulsions, two on either side. The Soviet Union 
seems to be revising its relationship with its neighbours in Asia and the 
Muslim world and they take a strategic perspective which was reflected in 
Gorbachev's Vladivostok speech of July 28. Even Sattar was told in blunt 
terms: 'Forget about past policies, Gorbachev is different.' The Soviet 
Union seems to be genuine in its desire to duplicate the Helsinki process 

in Asia and to avoid military adventures abroad with a view to concen- 
trating on solving multifarious domestic problems. The Soviet side took 
pains in explaining to Sattar that their Pakistan policy was part of new 
broader goodwill thrust towards Asia and as part of this package of peace 
they could not be selective in their overtures. In this context they 
referred to improvement in their relations with China, Japan and Iran 

as well as their invitation for an official visit to the President of 

Sri Lanka and the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh. Sattar was told specific- 
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ally that Mikhail Gorbachev very consciously and deliberately avoided 
any critical or hostile references to Pakistan during his recent India 
visit because he wanted to convey the right kind of message to Islamabad. 


The second context could be India's increasing intimacy with the United 
States, particularly possible defence collaboration which was discussed 
during Weinberger's Delhi visit. This preceded Gorbachev's journey. It 
could be that the Soviets are saying that if India can have options, so 
can the USSR. 


For Pakistan, there are also various kinds of compulsions apart from 
purely domestic ones. Policy makers in Pakistan know that despite the 
talk of a "Soviet threat'"' it remains a propaganda ploy and basically India 
remains the principal adversary. Pakistan is aware that during the recent 
Indian military manoeuvres, the Soviets have been a restraining factor 

and this could be one major difference preventing the war of words from 
being transformed into an actual theatre of operations. Pakistan is very 
keen to avoid a two-front situation which could make it a sitting duck 
caught in a nut-cracker. 


A new factor in Pakistani calculations is the United States. Pakistan is 
fearful of two parallel developments taking place in the United States, 

the political paralysis of the Reagan administration coupled with the 
Democrats taking charge of Congress, with an increased input in foreign 
affairs. In this context, Islamabad is worried about the role of such 
Democrats as Congressman Stephen Solarz, who heads the House of Representa- 
tives Sub-Committee on Asia, and Senator Claiborne Pell, the new Chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Sooner rather than later, 
Pakistan-American relations could be under severe strain, particularly 
given the two countries’ divergent perceptions and interests on the nuclear 
issve plus contrasting attitudes towards India and Israel. There is little 
doubt that no government in Pakistan will be able to give the United States 
the kind of commitments it may seek on the nuclear programme. These range 
from not being able to enrich uranium beyond five percent to unilaterally 
being asked to sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty or opening up nuclear 
installations for international inspection to a "no explosion" guarantee. 


As the Reagan Presidency assumes an increasingly ]ame-duck character in 
the last two years of its tenure, Pakistani policymakers are faced with 

a dilemma: how to combine short-term goals with long-term interests. 

As seen by Islamabad, short-term goals demand political intimacy with the 
United States due to the military aid package, while long-term objectives 
necessitate a good, friendly relationship with the Soviet Union. However, 
it is not easy for Pakistani policymakers to exercise the "Moscow option." 
This is largely because a regime devoid of effective political strength 

at home can hardly provide the basis for bold and decisive foreign policy 
initiatives. It should be clear though that there are no ideological hang- 
ups on the part of Pakistani policymakers to seek an opening towards the 
Soviet Union. After all, Gen Ziaul Haq's rule has been characterised by 
the pragmatic link to the single minded pursuit of the twin gcals of self- 
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preservation and self-perpetuation. Among Gen Zia's best friends are 
the communists of China, the capitalists of America, the secularists of 
Turkey, the theocrats of Saudi Arabia and the Marxists of Zimbabwe. 


Ever since the 60s, Pakistani policymakers have toyed with the idea of the 
"Moscow option’ but they have done it only out of compulsion rather than 
conviction, and that too, in the context of political weaknesses at home. 
Attempts to exercise this option have coincided with distancing from the 
United States, always the preferred prop due to the India factor or 
divergence of interests on vital issues. In fact, Ayub Khan and Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto tried to exercise the ‘Moscow opticn' at the fag end of their 
regimes, as a result of which they became more vulnerable to destabilisation. 


As 1986 draws to a close, Pakistani policymakers need to exploit a historic 
opening which is provided by the rapidly changing geo-political context. 

This context--revised attitude of the Soviet Union, an unstable India 

keen to tilt towards America, an assertive Iran plus the failure of 
superpower military might in the Muslim world--provide Pakistan with greater 
freedom to manoeuvre and to pursue an independent non-aligned policy that 

can best promote its national interest. If such an opportunity is squandered 
at the behest of distant god-fathers, then Pakistan and its yovernment will 
find itself more susceptible to pressures from abroad. 


CSO: 4600/95 
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PAKISTAN 


LAWBREAKING BY DACOIT PATRONS, AFGHAN REFUGEES DISCUSSED 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 26 Nov 86 p 2 
[Editorial: "People Really Responsible tor Breaking the Law” ] 


[Text] The Sind inspector general of police, Sayed Salman Khaliq, has 
admitted that some politicians and influential estate-owners and landlords are 
patronizing the dacoits. In an address to the Rotary Club, he said that in 
some districts of the province, which included Karachi, the cause of the 
law-breaking was the illegal presence of the immigrants from Afghanistan, Iran 
and Bangladesh. He further disclosed that 20 large gangs of dacoits were 
active in Sind, and he said, they had made an area of 4,000 square miles their 
refuge. The total number of robbers in the province, he said, was 400 to 500. 
He affirmed that they had an excellent espionage system, through which they 
learned in advance about measures that were to be taken by the administration, 
and he said they possessed sophisticated weapons that were much better than 
those of the police. 


It is clear from the Sind statement of the Sind police inspector general that 
he does not have more than an estimate of the number of robbers. Perhaps, he 
does not possess complete, detailed and true information about the robbers, 
but he himself lauded the super espionage structure of the dacoits. He did 
not say what action has been or will be taken against the patrons of those 
dacoits. Recently, a gang of robbers was captured at the Ratachi bungalow of 
Nawab Sultan Ahmad Chandio, a reputed estate-owner and member of the National 
Assembly. Among them was Nawab's brother-in-law. This gang traveled in a car 
bearing an MNA number-plate, they tried to rob a bungalow near by. One of 
them was wounded as they escaped, and by tracking through the blood strains, 
they were arrested. The inspector general did not reveal what measures had 
been taker against Nawab Ahmad Chandio. The people are well aware of the fact 
that the patrons of the dacoits are the supporters of the administration, the 
influential estate-owners and the police themselves. It is through these very 
people that the espionage system of the dacoits operates, too. However, up to 
the present, people have not seen any action being taken against them. Ample 
proof of the patronizing of the dacoits in the interior of Sind has also been 
obtained by the police. 


The inspector general stated that complicated city issues were the cause of 
the language disturbance in Karachi. Maybe he was being “diplomatic” in this 
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matter. The circumstances have proved, however, that the linguistic prejudice 
in the city has been created intentionally, whether uniformed government 
employees are responsible or whether government agents have played the 
political game of those in power. The administration has repeatedly said that 
the politicians are behind the disturbances. The inspector general said that 
arrests have bee made in conection with the language turmoils. On political 
grounds, however, no action has been taken against anyone. If there were any 
truth in the administration's allegation, would the politicians have been 
spared? It is apparent, therefore, that this allegation carries no weight at 
all. 


With regard to Sohrab Goth, Sayed Salman Khaliq said that it was not easy to 
move or destroy that settlement, because its predominant population was Afghan 
refugees. Ut would only be moved after appropriate planning, which, he said 
was currently underway by the administration. What kind of logic is this: 
when Pakistani citizens are killed by firing, the law-enforcement authorities 
do not show any restraint and the police do not feel helpless, but the 
administration appears to be tctally helpless before these 150,000 foreign 
Afghan fugitives. If these people, after arrival in Karachi, like other 
Afghan refugees had restricted themselves to a camp and had passed their time 
in obtaining food and other necessities of life from the administration, their 
existence could have been tolerated to some extent. But these people made 
Sohrab Goth the largest abode of drugs in the world; from these they smuggle 
drugs to the entire world. They are also destroying Pakistan's younger 
generation. By selling illegal weapons from there to the entire country, they 
are promoting lawlessness, crime and banditry in the host country. These 
weapons were provided to them to fight those occupying Afghanistan. But 
perhaps they pos;ess no love for their own country, either. The question of 
their love for Pakistan, therefore, does not even arise. The spongers 
possessing a criminal mentality have no country at all. The sooner these 
dangerous people are expelled from Sohrab Goth, the better. Otherwise, they 
will cause Pakistanis to be just like themselves. When a protest is raised 
against their activities, the government agents divert it to language 
prejudice. Planning has been underway for years. Nevertheless, this sore has 
not been cut out and separated from the body of Karachi. What sort of 
planning is it that it does not come to a conclusion? Or could it be that 
mere excuses are being made to postpone this task? 


9779/13104 
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PAKISTAN 


IDEA OF CONFEDERAL STRUCTURE FOR NATION SUPPPORTED 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 26 Nov 86 p 2 


[Column "From Jumma Khan's Pen": "How Long Will the Fashion Continue of 
Proclaiming One a Traitor for Expressing a Political Difference of Opinion?” ] 


[Excerpts] The constitutional draft of the Sindi, Baluch and Pushtun front 
which advocates a confederal structure proves that those who oppose this plan 
do not possess any solid reasoning. That is why they are raising an uproar 
about traitors and treachery. It is an old tradition in our national life 
that when we evade facing reality and the rulers fail to envisage a political 
solution to political problems, resort is taken to three old customs. And the 
character of those who express a difference of opinion is disparaged. 


According to these customs, first it is declared that Islam is in danger; 
second, word is spread that the frontier is in danger; and third, those who 
disagree with the administration are proclaimed traitors or adversaries of the 
country. 


Those who shout slogans that “Islam is in danger” neglect the fact that God 
Himself accepted responsibility for safeguarding the Holy Koran. Until 
doomsday, therefore, no power can grant more security and safety than Allah. 


With regard to those elements that clamer that “the border is in danger,” one 
is ashamed to relate to them what was lost and gained in the war of Kashmir, 
what was forfeited and acquired in the 1965 war, and again what was parted 
with and won in 1971. And just a short while ago, whose negligence was 
responsible for a 4,000 mile area of Kashmir slipping from Pakistan's hold? 
How are the people at fault if the frontier is in danger? The sole 
responsibility lies with the administrators; they should not make foolish 
decisions and avoid playing with fire. If they w sh to put their hand in the 
fire and they are not frightened of their hand getting bured, then they will 
reap what they sow. If the border poses a danger, they should reform 
themselves and pursue a policy whereby this danger recedes. If they believe 
that it is impossible to avoid war, they should devote full attention to 
defense preparations. The most vital preparaion is to gain the maximum 
possible confidence of the people and to raise their morale. Today, if our 
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boundaries are in danger, the people themselves should ascertain what the 
administration is doing to overcome this danger and whether those measures are 
satisfactory. 


A venerable politician of East Pakistan, Maulana Abdul Hamid Bhashani, having 
had enough of political and economic exploitation, announced that if the 
people were not granted their rights, they would say their last Asslamo 
Alaikum (peace be on you). 


We did not listen to the alarm bell. On the contrary, in response to these 
words, Maulana Bhashani was declared a traitor, an Indian agent and a 
communist. And when Sheikh Mujeeb announced a six-point plan, he, too, was 
proclaimed an Indian agent and a traitor. When G.M. Sayed raised the slogan 
“Long live Sind,” he, too, was declared an Indian agent and a traitor, and he 
was described as being against Pakistan and as favoring separation. When Khan 
Ghafar Khan proposed that the Frontier Province was a meaningless name and 
that, like Baluchistan, it should be named Pukhtunistan, he, too, was declared 
an Indian agent, a traitor and an adversary of the country. The 
administrators never considered it necessary to hold a discussion with any of 
them or to try to allay their concerns. The administrators could not bear to 
listen to a matter pertaining to people's rights and justice; they had 
acquired an exploitative mentality 





There was no particular hue and cry when the establishment of a Sindi, Baluch 
and Pukhtun Front was announced. But when the Front leaders began the 
structural work. in Pakistan, some people became alert, because the leaders 
were addressing bar associations and holding press conferences; along with the 
rural areas, they were also addressing meetings in the cities. Their words 
carried weight, and people began paying attention to them. The 
administration, therefore, launched a propaganda campaign against them. Some 
political parties also opened a campaign against them, because their own 
influence was being threatened. 


The basic outstanding issue regarding the constitutional outline of the Sindi, 
Baluch and Pustun Front is that the aim of the Front is not to introduce a 
confederal system through force and violence; instead, it proposes that all 
Pakistanis should elect a constitutional assembly, and if this body were to 
agree on confederation, then, for the sake of Pakistan's solidarity, in a 
constitutional manner, it should be made a confederation instead of a 
federation and a confederal system should be imposed in place of a federal 
one. 


Now, it is difficult to see how Pakistan can be destroyed by someone either 
presenting this proposal or publicizing it. The entire Pakistani people would 
elect the constitutional assembly. If the assembly were to reject the 
proposal for a confederation and disagree with a confederal structure, then 
the movement for the establishment of a Sindi, Baluch and Pushtun Front would 
automatically perish. If, however, it were to agree with this system, how 
would it be possible to declare this decision, under any law, as 
anti-Prikistani or as treachery. Quaid-e Azam, the nation's martyrs and the 
Muslim League, the party responsible for the foundation of Pakistan, initially 
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introduced a British democratic system. Under the 1956 constitution, it was 
decided to change this and adopt a parliamentary system in accordance with a 
Pakistani character. Was not that treachery and enmity to the country? Ayub 
Khan either imposed martial law, or enforced a presidential constitution or 
introduced a basic democratic system. Was not that treachery or an act 
against Pakistan? General Yahya imposed martial law for the second time, and 
after holding elections, instead of transferrng power to the majority party, 
he ordered a military operation in Eask Pakistan, as a result of which 
Pakistan was dismantled. The army had to surrender and 90,000 persons were 
made prisoners of war. Was not that also an act of enmity to the country and 
of treachery? Chairman Bhutto got a new constitution approved through a 
consensus of opinion. It was declared an Islamic, democratic and federal 
constitution. In accordance with it, a bicameral parliament was established. 
Was not that also an anti-Palistani pact and a treachery? General Zia, 
despite the Supreme Court's decision that the 1973 constitutton would remain 
the supreme law, enforced his interim constitution. According to his own 
political plan, which was different from the 1973 constitution, he held 
nonparty elections. Afterward, his National Assembly decided to introduce a 
party system. Was not that also an anti-Pakistani act and a treachery? 
However, the proposal of a confederal system by the Sindi, Baluch and Pushtun 
Front as well as the possibility that a constitutional assembly would decide 
in favor of a confederal system and that this system would be imposed in a 
constitutional manner are being interpreted as treachery and as enmity to 
Pakistan. After all, how can this proposal or demand be declared as favoring 
separation? In no way can this proposal be proclaimed a motion to spread 
hatred azainst the Punjabis, because Punjab would be fully represented in the 
constitutional assembly. Also, if the proposal of confederation were 
approved, Punjab would also be included in that. The Front has never 
proclaimed that Punjab would be excluded from the confederation. When, 
through a constitutional assembly, and in a constitutional manner, the 
experiment of a new system is advocated, how can it be said that the people 
are being incited to violence or that they are being instigated to dismantle 
the country? Every party has to work within the limits of its constitutional 
plan. If we examine the constitutional plan of the Front we see nothing 
except that a political system has been propsed aimed at keeping Pakistan 
secure, burying forever the tendencies favoring separation, strengthening the 
unity of the four provinces, treating the smaller provinces according to their 
right and justice, and protecting Pakistan forever from martial law. It 
proposes that this system be implemented in a constitutional manner only if a 
constitutional assembly elected by the people of all of Pakistan grants 
approval for it. 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY DISCUSSES KARACHI ETHNIC RIOTS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Dec 86 p 4 
[Article by Prof Khaled Mehmud] 


[Text] Ethnic disturbances in Karachi have assumed alarming proportions. 
It is not only the scale of riocing which is surprising, but also the 
intensity of tension and hostility between the oppositing groups that seems 
to have made violence and lawlessness a recurring phenomenon. What has 
led to this unprecedented conflagration? Karachi is not known for a stable 
and peaceful social environment and like all big cities, tensions, unrest 
and conflicts are a normal routine. It has a huge and diverse population 
and fortune seekers from all parts of the country continue to pour in to 
pursue their cherished ambitions. 


The city has a formidable army of have-nots, the jobless, the shelterless, 
the slum dwellers and the social dropouts--all are prone to fall prey to 
the temptations of crime. Since affluence and poverty exist side by side, 
the marked social inequalities accentuate sentiments of deprivation and 
frustration. Agitations are sparked off spontaneously on minor issues of 
discord and militant disposition gives rise to violent clashes. The 
gigantic task of planning and managing civic life rendered more tedious 

by traditional Third World inefficiency and corruption is beyond the 
capacity of various institutions created for this purpose. 


Most inhabitants, especially the poor ones, have to struggle hard to avail 
the basic amenities of life and the resultant heart-burning is sufficient 
cause for defying the authorities which symbolise callous indifference. 
Clashes over scarce water supply and riots over roid accidents are common 
place and protest rallies have led to arson and looting. The city of Karachi 
has developed a culture of defiance which is a manifestation of the frustra- 
tion, fears and uncertainties of a people in a flux. 


Karachi, despite being a part of Pakistan, is entirely different from the 
rest of the country in terms of its demographic composition, nature of 
problems and responses of the people. 


Its original inhabitants outnumbered by immigrants of one kind or the 
other are no longer a factor, politics, trade, business and administration 
have been taken over by the dominant ethnic groups. 
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In a social milieu of diverse ethnic groupi competition 
generates ethnic tensions and class contradic. damped by loyalty 

to the basic group of identification. Since their 1u-egration into a 
compact and homogeneous entity has yet to take place, members of various 
ethnic groups, despite distinctions of class and status, identify them- 
selves with their place of origin and are inclined to seek each other's 
support when pitched against a rival group. Thus quest for jobs, competi- 
tion in business and political rivalries are no longer pursued individually 
but with reference to the group, which is supposed to protect and promote 
its members. 


A city with a restless soul, Karachi is confronted with a constant challenge. 
To harmonise diversity of interests and causes and to withstand the strains 
of fast moving life, ruthless competition and yawning gap between aspirations 
and attainments makes the quest for peace and security a frustrating 
endeavour. The supposed haven for fortune hunters, apparently beaming 

with vigour and vitality, is also the graveyard of the hopes and desires 

of many. Those who cannot make an honest living are tempted to explore 
short-cuts to success. 


In the highly commercialised social environment there is no dearth of 
recipes for making easy money. The conditions are congenial for organised 
crime to flourish and for big operators to recruit hosts of mercenaries. 
Thus over the years, in addition to bank robberies by young desperadoes, 
Karachi has witnessed the emergence of mafia-like gangs of drug-dealers 
and gun-runners spawned bv the Afghan war. The stiff resistance met by 
the security forces during the Sohrab Goth operation was an indication of 
how well entrenched the underworld is and how high the stakes are for the 
traders in crime. 


Ironically, Karachi is also a fortress of religious politics. Even in 
1970, when the country had overwhelmingly voted for a radical plank it 

had stood by the "conservative" religious" parties. In 1977 it was the 
backbone of the PNA agitation and in the 1985 non-party polls, most of the 
successful candidates had appealed to the religious sentiments of the 
electorate. But politically ambitious religious leaders, instead of 
becoming a unifying factor, have been raising issues which tended to divide 
their followers on sectarian lines. Thus fanaticism, bigotry and narrow- 
mindedness--the products of sectarian politics--have been another source 

of tension and strife. 


Eruption of violent disturbances is not a phenomenon without precedent. 
Labour unrest, student agitations, gang wars, sectarian clashes and ethnic 
riots have been taking place off and on in the past. But the retardation 
of the political process during nine years of martial law has accentuated 
the contradictious which are the root cause of disturbances. In a demo- 
cratic setup the representative institutions would have provided the shock 
absorbers necessary for articulating grievances and harmonising contending 
interests. Unhampered growth of a national party system would have cut 
across parochial, sectarian and ethnic loyalties, and full-blooded political 
activity would have channelised the urge for self-assertion in a positive 
direction. 
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However, the efforts to isolate and bypass the political forces have 
created a vacuum which has been filled by the protagonists of ethnic, 
parochial and sectarian causes. Non-party polls were instrumental in 
commercialising the electoral process and encouraging the aspirants for a 
political career to raise issues which would ensure success at the cost 

of sowing seeds of discord between various communities. Stifling of the 
political process not only led to stagnation, it also hindered the process 
of integrating heterogeneous elements and repairing the strife-torn national 
fabric. 


The scale and intensify of ethnic disturbances during the past week has 
demonstrated that the explosive situation in Karachi cannot be redeemed 
by use of force. It is not merely a law and order problem. The violence 
may subside and life restored to normalcy, but the ill-will and frenzy 
generated by the episode cannot be overcome by administrative measuics. 
The inability of the government to control the situation is not only an 
administrative failure but a manifestation of a distorted perception and 
an erroneous approach. In the aftermath of the 1965 Presidential elec- 
tions, when a political defeat was converted into an administrative 
victory, state-sponsored and supported gun-toting, trigger-happy gangs 
roamed the streets of Karachi led by Captain Gohar Ayub. Such events 
left a lasting imprint on citizens of Karachi. Though with the lifting 
of martial law democratic institutions are partially operative, the 
incumbents of high offices lack the vision and confidence of a political 
government and are not inclined to take bold initiatives. The legacy of 
taking ad hoc measures to deal with basic problems has not been discarded 
and the tendency to curb mass politics in order to secure smooth function- 
ing of the government is conspicuous. 


A reshuffling of the Federal Cabi.et or even the replacement of the provin- 
cial administration may be good gestures to demonstrate that the government 
is not unresponsive to public opinion but the complex problem of Karachi's 
discontent warrants a re-orientation of the government's basic outlook. 

The Karachi events may have a serious fallout in other parts of the country 
and the situation should be treated as a national emergency. All shades 

of public opinion should be taken into confidence and the political forces 
should be involved in the efforts to seek a consensus—backed solution which 
is credible and durable. 
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PAKISTAN 


IJT, PSF MEMBERS CLASH IN MARDAN 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Dec 86 p 8 


[Text] Peshawar, Dec 21--The Government College Mardan was closed 
following a clash between activists of the Pakhtoon Students Federation 
and Islami Jamiat-e-Tulaba on Sunday. 


Students belonging to the two groups fired in the air to intimidate each 
other and indulged in fist-fighting. The I.J.T. workers later lodged an 
F.I.R. with the police blaming PSF President Abrar Khan, Vice President 
Aimal Khan and General Secretary Amjad Ali for triggering the clash and 
firing in the air. An IJT press release claimed the clash took place when 
PSF activists trying to burn the national flag were prevented by its 
workers Mohammad Ayaz and Abdur Rahman. 


I.J.T. leaders Mohammad Tahir, Mohammad Usman and Rizwanullah have accused 
the PSF and the "agents of Russia and India" of resorting to violence. 
They demanded exemplary punishment to the accused. the IJT has called a 
protest meeting at the Pakistan Chowk on Monday afternoon. 


It is learnt that the clash occurred when the PSF activists who had 
gathered outside the college tried to pull down the flags, buntings and 
carnations displayed on the roadside to greet provincial Minister Ghani 
Dad Khan who was coming to his home district from Peshawar on his first 
visit since becoming a Minister. The PSF workers were furious over the 
lavish celebrations at a time when the Pakhtoons were facing difficulties 
in Sind. The IJT boys objected and beat-up the PSF president Abrar Khan. 
This prompted the PSF activists to return in strength to seek revenge. 


The PSF leaders later blamed the IJT for triggering the clash. 
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PAKISTAN 


TRIBALS PLAN TO OPPOSE CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Dec 86 p 6 


[Text] Peshawar, Dec 21--A big Afridi Jirga at Bara in Khyber Agency 
Saturday converted itself into a tribal 'lashkar' with the avowed aim to 
resist the construction of the proposed Tirah valley road. 


Elders from the seven Afridi sub-tribes were present, excepting the 
Adamkhels, as the Jirga began its lengthy deliberations at old Para. The 
jirga chose 20 notables from each sub-tribe to sit in the consultative body 
while another 40 tribesmen from each section would assist them. The 
"lashkar' was led by Barkat Ali Kukikhel, a former supporter of Wali Khan 
Kukukhel and a campaigner for the reformation of the present political 
administrative system in the tribal areas. The 'lashkar' will now convene 
daily and will be available should a need arise to initiate any action. 


The Jirga decided to impose a fine of Rs 5000 against those who supported 
the road project and burn their houses. The Jirga ordered a ceasefire 
between all warring tribal groups and asked the Afridi tribesmen to release 
any person they may have detained from their opponents. It said defaulters 
would fined Rs 10,000 and their houses burnt. 


Meanwhile, Wali Khan Kukikhel also convened a jirga of his supporters at 
Ali Masjid in Khyber Agency yesterday to discuss and formulate an action 
plan to oppose construction of the road. It may be added that the 20-mile 
long road, which will for the first time open up the remote Tirah valley 
to motor traffic, is opposed by most Afridi sub-tribes but is supported by 
a majority of Zakhakhel Afridis through whose area it will pass. 


Arrested 


One Sabz Ali was arrested in Peshawar carrying 1-1/2 kilos of explosive 
material and 30 dangerous shells. The accused, belonging to the Shahdand 
in Peshawar city, was nabbed by the Sabrab police station. 


Meanwhile, an Afghan refugee Abdullah who was nabbed a few days back in 
Shabqadr carrying half a kilo of explosive material on his person is being 
handed over to the crimes branch in Peshawar for "intensive" interrogation. 


CSO: 4600/95 
/9317 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


TURKISH MINISTER MEETS KHAN--Kenan Atakol, the foreign minister of the Turkish 
Republic of Norther Cyprus, called on Foreign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Khan in 
Karachi this evening and exchanged views with him on the coming summit of 
Islamic countries. Sahabzada Yaqub Khan apprised Dr Atakol of Pakistan's 
support to just rights and aspirations of the Turkish Muslim brothers and to 
the establishment of a Cyprus divided into two nationalities and zones. He 
expressed the hope that these objectives will be achieved through negotiations 
under the UN secretary general's peace plan on Cyprus. Addressing a Luncheon 
at Karachi today, Dr Kenan Atakol urged the world community, particularly the 
Islamic nations, to recognize his country. He said that his country has trade 
relations with more than 70 countries and it has an elected parliament and a 
president. [Text] Karachi Domestic Service in Urdu 1500 GMT 9 Jan 87 BK} 
/12913 


"POSITIVE SIGNALS' FROM USSR, DRA--The Foreign Minister, Sahabzada Yaqub Khan, 
has said that Pakistan has taken note of the positive signals being received 
from Moscow and Kabul about the solution of the Afghanistan problem. He was 
talking to newsmen at Islamabad Airport today before his departure for Karachi 
on his way to Teheran and Riyadh. He said it remains to be seen how these 
signals could be translated into concrete terms at the forthcoming indirect 
talks in Geneva on the Afghanistan problem. He said the forthcoming Islamic 
summit in Kuwait will be discussed with the Iranian and Saudi leaders. 
Sahabzada Yaqub Khan said immediately after his visit to Saudi Arabia he will 
proceed to Katmandu to attend the inauguracion of the SAARC [South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation] Secretariat. He hopes to meet the 
Indian foreign Minister in Katmandu. It would be his effort to carry forward 
the discussions that have been fruitfully initiated as a result of the meeting 
between the interior and foreign secretaries of Pakistan and India. [Text] 
[Karachi Domestic Service in English 1100 GMT 9 Jan 87 BK] /12913 


UNDP AID--The United Nations Development Program is to provide aid worth $65 
million to Pakistan over the next five years under its plan to provide aid to 
countries. The major portion of the aid will be used to increase the capacity 
of government enterprises for developmental (?activities) and better use of 
domestic and external resources. [Text] [Karachi Domestic Service in Urdu 
0200 GMT 6 Jan 87 BK] /12913 


JAMAAT-E ISLAMI ASSAILED--Lahore, Dec 21--The Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam in 

a resolution passed at the convention of its Lahore organisation has 
assailed the Jamaat-e-Islami for its bid to absolve the present government 
of responsibiltiy for the ethnic violence in Karachi. The resolution 
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holding the entire administration responsible for the holocaust called 

for its replacement by an interim government. Through another resolution 
the JUI convention alleged that another "Sohrab Goth" exists in Lahore in 
the form of Mansoora and demanded a thorough ‘operation cleanup' against 
the Jamaat headquarters. Maulana Amir Hussain Gilani, President JUI Punjab 
in his address accused the present government of creating disunity and 
division between different sections of society only to continue in power. 
[Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Dec 86 p 6] /9317 
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